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L.hra c.f of ^tb of 

M.udi, 1763- 

rc ^'-^z A K I N G confidci a- 

i It tion the nccellaiy regulations 
foi .ciliflining our agents and 
gomaflahs, fioin inMrfcring with any 
afFaiis of the counii'y government, in- 
iunng the people, being injuied by 
them, and for decidr^g difputes which 
may arife betv/een t^^om : It is agreed. 
First, That ataf thofeaurungs which 
aie adjacent to, or tntder the manage- 
ment of the fuboK^^^^^^ fadlorieSj the 
gomaftahs, in cafe of being injured by 
any of the officers cf the government or 
iheir dependents, f-^^h fiifl make their 
VoL. III. B apph- 
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applicatioa for rcdrcls, in wnfing to the 
officer of the government, rcfiding on 
the fpot 5 ftom whom, if he does not 
recave immediate fatisfa&on, he fliaU 
fend hia complaint to the chief of the 
nearcft faSory, who fliall he empowered 
to take cognizance of the fame, and de- 
mand, or exafl, if neceflary, the fatis- 
faflion which the cafe may require , but 
that It is to be underftood m relpedh of 
Weavers, pykars, and all others who re- 
ceive advance., of money for goods to be 
provided, or dre indebted for goods 
bought, the gorttalhihs fiiall rttam that 
power as ufual, to call fuch perfons to 
account Thatv on the other hand, 
where the government’ s people ihall have 
rcafon to complain againlt Eaglifh go- 
mallahs or agents, they ffiall grve the 
Cud agent or gomaftah notice' of the 
complamt in writing, requinng and re- 
commending to him to fettle it in- an a- 
micable and equitable manner , and in 
cafe the agent or gomaftah refufes, or 
negleQs, to fettle it in fuch manner, as 
ftiall appear reafonable to the govern- 
ment s 
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me'nt’s officer, he fhall then tranfmit an 
account .of it to the chief of the, neareff 
filnglifli fadfory, and delivei a ^ copy ^ Of 
the faid account to the gofnaftah. ’^lAnd 
the chief of the fadlory is hefeby requir- 
ed to examine firidtly info the affair; 
and decide it 'according to jufiice," giving 
a copy of his determination to the officer 
of the government, who made the com- 
plaint.' That the gentlemen of the'fu- 
bordinates fhall keep a regifier of fuch 
complaints, with the decifrons paft 'on 
them, a copy whereof fhall be forward- 
ed monthly -to the Prefidency. 

Secondly, With refpedt'to the dif- 
tanf places ' where' trade 'ds carried on, 
fuch a's Riingpoor, PoorneCa, Gwalpa- 
rah and Rangamettee, there is at prefenfe 
no refident on the par f of the Company,* 
but at Rungpoor, a provifion of filk 
made by a gomaftah, from Cofiimbuzar 
fadlory, which provifion, it is hoped, 
may be increafed and improved, by the 
care of a covenanted fervant. At^ the 
fame time; the fituation of the place is 
fuch, as will be convenient for examm- 

B 2 ing 
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jng the coirtplatnts, and deciding the 
dilputes which may anfe in moft of thofc 
places 

Agreetj, therefore, that the addition 
of a fenior fervant be made td the Coun- 
cil at Coflimbuzar, and that he be ap- 
pomted refident at Rungpoor 

That the orders forbidding our fer- 
vants or dependents, from holdmg 
lands, gnnges, rents or employments of 
any Wind, under the country goverfiment, 
fliall be agam repeated 

That fuch, however, as have in- 
herited taalooWs from purchafe, or other 
good nght, fliall not be obliged to give 
them up but hold them as other taalook- 
dars in the country, being informed once 
for all, that in cefpeft to fuch tents held 
from the government, they are not to 
avail themfclves of our protefrion to in- 
tell them with any particular pruilegcs 
That fuch complaints a^ have alrea- 
dy been made, and tranfmittcd to the 
fcvcral fubordinates, (hall be inquired 
into, and decided conformably to the 
above regulation, and that fuch as have 


not 
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not yet, flitill nov/ be fon’^aided to the 
pioper fubordinatcs for that purpofe.” 

This regulation might anAver very 
well, if all chiefs and refidents of the 
Englifli were difintcicftcd men, would 
leceive complaints agamfl their own go- 
maftahs with temper, and decide them 
withjuflice and equity, even if their own 
profits were to be leffened by it. But a 
fucceffion of fuch men is not to be ex~ 
pedted m any fervice ^ and there is be- 
Ades another difficulty, proceeding from 
the- diflance of the places, where fome 
of thefe gomaftahs are employed, from 
any of the Company’s fadtories , fo that 
in many cafes it would be impoAible to 
get at the truth and it is eafy to con- 
ceive the diforder which mufl take place 
in any community, where there exifls 
no power of determining on the fpot the 
difputes which may anfe. 

I IMAGINED the Nabob would be 
much alarmed, by the affembly of the 
members of the Council from the fubor- 
dinate fadlones, and the leports which 

B 3 would 
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VroUld reach him ’from that 

being' determined to ’breai. with him 
We heard now of his being on his re- 
futn *from bis ixp^hon to Beteca and 
Napaul and I concluded, that the 'be- 
ing nearer at hand to 'fettle the conteft- 
ed pomts, was the chief reafon for his 
ijuick return, although it was ’reported,' 
he had been defeated on the borders of 
Napaul His apprehenfions of the de- 
figns of the Council againll himl' can- 
not be ftrongcr expreffed than in his own 
letters 

‘The following are dopics df his let- 

tirs’of the iid and 26th of F’ebruarv 
■ - li_ 1 1 ^ 

ftieH&ibV t LuthoftbeizJ c/'Febniary 
" ystt Catnfcllgri an agrees 

ttienrln Wtitmg hvaa made be- 
tween U6, which I imagined -all the gen- 
tlemen would Confeht to j blit‘ it is e.^ 
mazing, that not a fingle perfon haa ap- 
proved of It 1 

Notwithstahdiho all you have ext 

prefsly dircaed tb the chiefs of the Patna 
odd Dacca fafloncs, they do not pay any 

regard 
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regard to it ; but return for anfwcr, 
‘‘ We do not approve of tjie Governor’s 
‘‘ proceedings ; when the gentlemen of 
the Council write to us, we will im- 
‘‘ mediately follow their diredtions,” 
Since the commencement of Meer 
Mahomed Jafficr Cawn’s management 
to the prefent time, I have not known 
any one but yourfelf. Now the gentle- 
men of all the fadlories do not regaid 
your dire<^l:ions, but require the orders 
of the Council, and tliey ruin the affairs 
both of this province and Bengal, the 
zemindarrees, the merchandize, tlierci- 
ats, &c, for what reafon I cannot con- 
ceive. I neither have, noi fliall nego- 
tiate with any perfon but yourfelf y and 
therefore I plainly write, that if you in- 
tend to regard the agreement made be- 
tween us, you ihould a6l in fuch a man- 
ner, that the gentlemen may not make 
their objedtions to it 5 if not, advife me 
of it. I underftand, that a number of 
the gentlemen are inclined to eflablifli 
another Subahdar. This appears to me 
a trivial matter. Let them eftablilli 

B 4 , whom 
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\iliom they plcafc, it is of no confe- 
quence to me I do not regard matters 
of fo importance God made the 
world, and etery thing is ruled by him 
I beg you will fpeedily wntc me an an- 
fwer to this letter Herewith I fend 
you copies of a letter to Rajah Nobit 
Roy from Mr EUis, and one from Jef- 
fiirut Cawn to me I gave you lands to 
the amount of fifty lacks of mpeet, for 
the mamtenance of troops to deftroy my 
enemies but it is amazing, that a num- 
ber of gentlemen have, on the contrary, 
coUedted troops againft me, in order to 
ruin my country It is the univerfal per- 
fuafion, that the Europeans arc to be 
confided in i but to fee all tins furpnzes 
me much , 

Co/y of a Litter frem tie Nabob to the 
Governor, liiileil Rebruary 26, 1763 
" V favour IE arrived, and has 
-k given me much fausfa&on lou 
write, that “ at this time you arc in- 
" formed, by a letter from the chief of 
Patna fadlory, that as the Company s 
“ fait- 
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lalt-petre was coming from about 
Gauzypoor laden on bullocks; the au- 
mil, at a place called Manjee, took 
oft the falt-petrc from the bullocks, 
and drove away the bullocks, and tlie 
falt-petre is lying at the aforefaid place. 

“ Alfo that one boat of the Company’s 
laden with falt-petre, the officer at a 
place called Seefan has feized, unladen 
the falt-petre, nor will let it pafs. A- 
gain, that four boats laden with bee- 
tie-nut, which were proceeding in 
the way, purfuant to a duftuck from 
the chief of Dacca factory, the fou- 
gedar of Rajemahl has detained, want- 
ing to colled; a duty. If I have any de- 
fire to remove all fufpicion from 3'-our 
breafl, I mufl puniffi my officers one 
and all ; that agieeably to the lett^ 
which you have written and given to 
me, the affairs of my government, 
and the Company’s trade, ffiould go 
on in a courfe lefs interrupted than 
heretofore ; and no fingle article of 
goods that has the Company’s duftuck 
with it fhould be impeded; nor ffiould 

‘‘ theie 
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“ there- be in jny place the Icaftohftaclc 
•> to yonr haying ■ami felling the coim- 
“ try commodities ; hat upon ialt, to- 
•1 bicco, btede-nut, and dned filb, I 
** jhould take nine fir cint upon the 
coft, and give my own duftuck t but 
« that the officers pf my government 
" feign orders of themfclyes, and report 
•' abroad, that the Enghlh gomfllhhs 
•f are not to be allowed m the country, 
<> nor any one bay or fell, or do any 
manner of bafincla ■with them That 
“ by thefe proceedings, the agreement 
** conclnded between you and me is jo- 
“ tally broken, and there will be ano- 
“ ther treaty made, in which it will be 
“ particularly expreffed howmy officers 
“ are to afl, and how the Enghlh go- 
“ moftahs i and lincc letters from me 
» to you, and you to me, -mth their 
" anfwers, arc not lela than a month m 
“ coming, and you cannot allow that 
“ the Company s bufinefe, and that of 
" the Enghlh gentlemen, (hould remain. 
" in fulpcncefbrmy order, thattherc- 
" fore I mull wntc to Mcer Syed Ma- 
“ homed 
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homed Cawn at Mooriliedabad, and 
“ to Maliomed Alice Beg at Dacca, that 
as a new treaty is intended jto be made 
‘‘ and ratified by both parties j until it 
is concluded and font to them, they 
mufi: caufe the bufinefs of the Com- 
pany, and private gentlempn, to go 
on in the manner it formerly was con- 
dudted j and that if my officers in the 
provinces a<^ contrary thereto, you 
will fend the -Company’s fo;rces to 
clear ypur bufinefs.^’ 

I R, although with refpedt to tfie cat- 
tle for carrying your petre, I hnow there 
has been no obflrutlion at all ^ yet I have 
fent orders every where, to examine into 
the affair of the bullock? laden -iyith pe- 
tre, and alfo the boats. Hereafter I 
will write you the particulars, and fend 
fhem. And with regard to the boats 
laden with beetle-nut, on which, you write 
Cootub ‘Aalum demands duties. Sir, 
before^ the arrival of your friendly letter, 
Cootub A^um had reprefented in an 
arzee to me, that tli,ere wej*e fome boats, 
of which you had releafed before his face 
t.i . . all 
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all but four, v/hich remained, and which, 
becaufc of a forged duftuck, you left in 
charge with him, and proceeded on your 
way Herewith I mclofe the arzec for 
your pcrufal 

Since you Were plcafed to'obferve, in 
the agreement before alluded to, that 
my duftuck was to be along with the 
purchafe, and falc of beetle-nut, and o- 
ther articles of mland trade , beyond all 
doubt Cootub Aalum, without being 
Ihewn my duftuck, would not let the 
boats pafs, in which cafe my ofBcer does 
not appear to have committed any fault 
Be you the judge in this afiFair 

As to what you write of the diftur- 
bances of my officers, it appears from 
tbcnce, that the agreement made be- 
tw cen us the Council has not aflented 
to to be fare, whatever your gomaftahs 
write, IS all cxaQly juft and proper, and 
my people tell nothing but lies and bare- 
fiiccd falCties I mlift have all Ioffes in 
jour trade made good to you j but who 
wall indemnify me for the lofs of reve- 
nues, juftly due to my government ? 

I MUST 
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I MUST cut oft my officers heads ; 
hut your gomaftahs, who are guilty of 
oppreffions, receive encouiagement from 
you. You know very well, Sir, that I 
never delii ed fuch a treaty, it was mere- 
ly m compliance with your pleafuie, that 
I affiented to it. Now that the Council 
do not agree to it, and want to make ano- 
ther treaty, this is unrcafonable. Three 
•demands which I formerly made to you, 
I now again repeat. The firfl: is this ; 
from the beginning until now, the Na- 
zim of Bengal correfponded with the 
-Governor of Calcutta, as I have and do 
with you, having - no correfpondence 
with the reft of the Board. 

The fecond is, I have before remaik- 
^ed to you,' that the Company’s tiade has 
been eftablifhed from time immexnoiial ; 
-but, at prefent, befides the Company’s 
trade, the gomaftahs of tlie Englifti gen- 
tlemen have fet up the trade of fait, to- 
bacco, dried ftffi, timbers, &c.iand pur- 
chafe from the country people by force 
and extortion, and are continually mak- 
ing unjuft difputes and wrangling with 

my 
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mj officers, fo that thespoor,* the inha- 
bitants, the merchants, and nrairafac- 
ttireh of my conntry arc oppreflcd, and 
both Ton and mylclf arc troubled ■with 
nhjuft vexations ' Now T fay, that your 
‘gomaftahr arc to trade as heretofore, in 
merchandize imported and exported j and 
are to rcfraiir ftonv thofe irticlesof trade, 
which interfere with the reverraet- due to 
piy government, and are a Caufe of dif- 
putos, arid the rtim. of the inhabitants 
and poor pcopldi 

ThE third i$> whether yollr will is> 
that I ffiall have the charge of the cx^ 
pences of the army, and management of 
the country, andjns Majefty sirevermir, 
and that your goroallahs Qiall carry on 
thofe branches of trade, ■which were ne- 
vfer allowed m the country, bpprefs the 
Country, by mterfcnng in the govern- 
ment, Under pretence of trade, and that 
my officers diall not have their due ari- 
thonty, nor offer to oppofe them If 
this be the cafe, it is out of mj pbwer 
to carry on the buGnefs of this fubah- 
darrcc I wiih not to be concerned in 
a charge 
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4rclraTTge of fo much vexatiou ^ yoit may 
be pkafed to* fifi'd:. out forli-e' other that 
will itfiidertake it. Fo'f: my part,. I am 
hcaTtrly tired with thefe disputes and 
wtanglmgs. 'Why do you take' the 
ttouble to fend forces againfh my ofeers ? 
Why do not .you write fo them to quit 
their ftatrons, and repair to me, for they 
have' Jio’ forces' to oppofeyoii? You ar'e 
fenfible, that in Chittagong, Midnapoof, 
and Burdwan^ which', agreeable to trea^-* 
ty,' I ceded to the Company j not a man 
of mine ever enters, and I refrairi evert 
from providing the cuftomary cloths foV 
my own ufe. If you do not determine 
juftly for. me, it is a matter of^eat fiii'- 
ptfee.” 

1 f 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated Fthnmvy 26 ^ 1763. 

\7"CUR letter is arrived, and has 
-fi- much rejoiced me. You write,^ 
that, by a copy of the letter which 
‘1 Mahomed Alice Beg wrote to Meer 
Abdulla, the aumil of the perganah 
of Sundeep, it appears, Mahomed 

Alice 
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•• Alice Beg s intention is, that not a 
“ fingle Englilhman (hall be fuffeied in 
“ thecountiy, that, moreover, he has 
“ occafioned much lofs to the Gompa- 
“ jiy E bufinefs, and therefore the treaty 

niade between us iS totally broken 
" by Mahomed Alice Beg , that I muft 
“ bnng the aforefaid perfon to punilh- 
" ment, or you cannot fit by ina&ve, 
“ and let the Company s bufinefs go to 
“ nlm , alfo, that the Chief of Lucky- 
" poor, 'neither tmprifoned my yefia- 
“ wal, nor killed any burcandaflee, 
“ nor detained Golam Ahmud , and 
“ that all which Mahomed Alice Beg 
“ ■wrote to me, on that fubjeS:, is falfe ' 

Sir, you know very well who the 
perfon is, that occafions all the mifchief 
between us The puniflung of Maho- 
med Alice Beg IS a tnfle and God will- 
ing, when I arrive in Bengal, if he fliall 
have committed anv fault, I will chalhzc 
him j 

But you have no power to puniQi any 
perfon that creates mifchief under your 
adminiftration , 
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adminiftration. Your order is abfolute, 
with refped to my people, but you have 
not the leaft command over your own. 

It is highly incumbent on you to 
call fuch perfons to an account, or they 
will occalion a rupture between you and 
me. From the beginning, even until 
now, I have never meddled with a fingle 
gomaftah, or any one of your people ; 
but your chief, who has before confin- 
ed my officers, now again wants to fend 
troops againfi; them, -and have them 
brought bound. It is furprifing that 
you retort this charge upon me. 

You accufe me of thefe things, tho’ 
I have no hand in them ; but what occa- 
fion is there to alledge the complaints of 
your gomaftahs, for a pretence to tell 
me, that Mahomed Allee Beg, by his op- 
pfeffions, has broken the agreement be- 
tween us. Sir, expreffions of this kind, 
imply fome other defign ; fince, I have 
never feen or heard, that any fervants, 
by their inifbehavior, ffiould deftroy a 
' treaty concluded by their fuperiors. You 
mufi; be fenfible of this, and why will 

VoL. Ill, C vou 
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JOU throliV the bl?ime upon another? 
What JcQani^ Cawp, and Mahomed Al- 
, Icc-Beg, formerly wrote on the fubjefl; 
of myjyeifawal S confinement, I imme- 
diately tranfmittcd to you, jie ifhey re- 
lated It, and this you arc greatly offend- 
ed at But when you, la confequente 
of an information from the chief of 
Luckypoor, infilled, that Mahomed AI- 
lee Beg had kdlcd your feepoys, what 
better proofs had you of that charge, 
that you arc now fo much offended at 
this tnvial complaint of theirs ? For, at 
this time aUb, my yellawal, who is ar- 
med, and was interrogated before me, 
makes the following relation, viz that 
“ when he reached Luckypoor, he Ihew- 
•• ed my duftuck to Golam Ahmud, that 
“ fcarce an hour had pafl, when the 
“ chief of Luckypoor faflory fent 200 
" men, and furrounded hipi when he 
<• tv-as alone, and unattended, and ill 
“ treaung hun, earned him pfF as faff 
*• as they could, with many afls of vio- 
“ Icnce that the chief aforefiud, and 
“ others of the people employed under 

“ hpn. 
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him,* faid,‘ We ml<le Jaffier Al- 
lee Cawn N'abob;,' abd afterwards 

I 

“ turned 'him otit' again and Coflim 
“ Alice alfo, is' 6ne of our'fetting up, 
and this duftuck, which you have 
‘‘ brought, we will pay no regard to.” 

' That w^ith fuch infults they kept him 
“ three days in ' confinement, but the 
hircarra efcapihg, earned this news 
to Jeflkrut Cawn, and Mahomed Al- 
lee Beg; that 'fobn after, in> confe- 
quence of a letter'from the Governor 
“ of Calcutta, to the chief there, he 
“ was Tent with Golam Ahmud to me. 
'‘At the time the chief aforefaid had 
confined my yefiawal,' with all this ig- 

t i * r 

hominy and ill treatment, 'how did Ma- 
homed Allee Beg know that he" would 
leleafe him after three days, and fend him 
to me Had not your letter arrived, he 
never would have releafed my yefiawal. 
It was in confequence of the account of 
the hircarra, that Jeflarut Cawn, and 
Mahomed Allee Beg, wrote me the par- 
ticulars of my yefTawafs confinement. 
As you are a wife man, weigh well the 

C 2 behavior 
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behavior of the Englilh and my officers> 
dnd judge h hich fide is injured, and who 
are ihe perfons that a<9; cor^tfaiy to our 
agreement, and iecretly fpread infamous 
and injunous reports to the prejudice of 
men of charadler 

To conclude, how many fleets of toats 
are there at Patna 1 Yet cannot I get fo 
much as a Angle boat tocrofs the Ganges, 
and the very boats that I had procured 
the people of your faftory there have for- 
cibly taken from me , ; 


The Nabob S letters bf” the' afeth of 
February havmg been lead in Council 
the yth of March, it 'was refolved,’ that 
the following anfwer fliduld be 'wrote 
him by me as PrcGdiJrit" ’ ' 

I ij 1 ; 

The Covtmort •LotJtt' to the Nabob 


J Have received your letters of the 
26 th of February, which having 
read to the gentlemen of Couned, they 
agree wnth me in opinion, that there ap- 
pears throughout a general diQnchnation 
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ruptions and ill iifagc wliich the bufinefs 
of the Englidi Company and gentlemen 
has received from Mahomed Alice, and 
other officers of your goveinmcint; and 
that both your letters feem on the whole 
rather an evafion, than an anfwcr to my 
reprefentations. I amtheiefoie now, in 
my own name, and m the name of the 
gentlemen of Council, to give you the 
following account of what has been hi- 
therto refolved on by us. The Finnaun, 
and other public oidcrs of the Couit, 
togetherwith the fubfequent treaties with 
the Nabobs, having been refen cd to, 
and ftridtjy examined, , wp find tliat the 
Engliffi,^ haying the , Company’s duduck, 
are thereby entitled to cairy on then 
trade, as well foreign as inland, in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Onfla, 
duty free. By the tenor of them there- 
/ore^the Council are determined to abide. 
We have however taken infoimation ol 
the cuftom that has hitherto prevailed in 
the different parts of the country, with 
refped; to the Enghffi paying a duty on 
certain articles of inland trade, and horn 

C 3 tlicff 
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thcfi we learn, 'that the articles'of fait 
and tobacco arc the only ones which hailc 
paid fuch duty and that the latter ar- 
ticle has paid it only at the fadories of 
Luckypoor and Dacca. This biiing the 
cafe, and as we do not mean- to break 
entirely through this cftabhlhed'cuftoin, 
although the aforementioned grants give 
us a full fandbon to trade dutyfree, ' we 
have detemuned, that a coohdcratiOa 
fliall continue to be paid to your goVtfmc 
ment on filt, after the rate of rtto and 
half fir cent as vnll be expUined'to yoh 
by Mr Arayitt and the' Method of 
collefting It fetlled’by hiiti ' With re- 
fptS to out gdmdft^hsjVre ctohot admit, 
that they (hall lie liHdet gny'-dautl -con- 
tloul of the offifcersof joufgdvemmint, 
hut we have 'laid doWh certam'regula- 
tions, whereby 'to hsArSln them from 
Committing injuries,' or abufef on the 
country people, 'as Well astothrea them 
to make their coMplaint to the tdiief of 
the fhaoiy*, in cale of teCeivingany from 

• 1 ?i , f 

' ' your 

• iras af the £anc confultitJon appouitrd 
u carry ih rtfoiuooni of the Beard to the Nabob 
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your officers or dependents, 5, and, the laid 
chief take the ,ne.cefrary meafures 
for putting a flop to>them. , ' < ’ , 

Copies of the l Firmaun, hufbul- 

* * *1 

hookums and treaties, together with the 
rules, for collecStmg the aforefaid duty on 
fait,' and guiding the conduct of our go- 
maftahs and your officei s, will be fent to 
you by Mr. Amyatt and Mr; Hay, whorn 
myfelf; with the Council, have thought 
proper to depute, to explain to you more 
fully the juftice of thofe rights and pre- 
tenfions. 

< 

With refpe£t to the complaints which 
havfe already been made, we do inlift on 
juftice againft all thofe officers of the 
government, who may be proved guilty 
of the extortions and* obftru(ftions laid to 
fheir charge ; and that reparation lhall 
be made for the lofies occalioned thereby. 

On the other hand, all the complaints 
made by your officers in different parts 
of the country againft Englifli agents or 
gomaftahs, have been referred to the ex- 
amination of the gentlemen of the fadlo- 
ries, neareft to thofe places from whence 

C 4 the 
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the complaints have come j and whate- 
ver mjuihc- at may lappcar they have 
commuted, ue thill he particularly care- 
ful to caufe them to make amends for ’ 

>■ i 

This letter, as I have before obferv- 
ed, was to be wrote him by me as Pre- 
Cdcnt, which was the ufual form of the 
country correfpondence, but Mr John- 
ftone, for fear the Nabob might not yet 
be fufficiently convinced of the autho- 
rity ofj the Council, moved, that a let- 
ter {hould be wrote him by the whole 
Board, to inform him, that all power be- 
longedjto them This motion lyas over- 
ruled by the majonty, who thought it 
fufficient, that^ an addition Ihould be 
made to tbe foregoing letter upon Aat 
fubjeft The following arc the pro- 
ceedings in this debate, and the additi- 
onal paragraphs which uere drawn up 
in confequence 


Sjttra^ 
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ExtraB of Confultation ^March 7, 1763! 

\ ( 

Mr, Johnftone’s Minute. 

«« Johnstone moves, that a 

, XYJL letter fliould now be' wrote by 
the'Boardto theNabob, in anfwer to the 
firft of his three demands, explaining to 
him the powers of the Council •, that it 
is with them in fad; he ads, altho’ their 
opinion is tranfmitted thro’ the channel- 
of the Prefident 5' and that therefore he 

, ^ < 1 

fhould confider them in the firft degree, 

- Further, that in it the Governor’s letter, _ 
containing the regulations,-, fhould, be 
re-demahded ; and that the letters now" 
fent fhould be figned by the Board, ,and_ _ 

- j ^ ° , iC ’ t' '1 ‘ 'ji' 

fealed withfthe Company’s feal. ^ ^ 
The' fecretafy being direded to col-, 
led the opinions of the Board on- this 
motion of^Mr. Johnftone’s^ the Several 
members delivered the fame as follows. 
Mr. Watts’j Opinion. 1 ^ , 
Mr. Watts is of opinion,' that a 
paragraph fhould be inferted in the let- 
. ter to be wrote to the Nabob, explain- 
ing to him the powers of the Board j and 
that the letter fent by Mr. Vanfittart to 

the 
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the Nabob, fhonld be demanded bacic 
as from the Board, bul; that the letter 
now fent be forwarded under the Prefix 
nent s fcal ' 

Mr Marriott / Optman 
Mr Marriott is of'the fame opi- 
nion with Mr Watts < 

Mr Hay’/ Opmton 

Mr Hav thinks, that the explana- 
tion regarding the powers of the Coun- 
cil, fliould be made to the Nabob m a 
pubhc letter, agreeable to Mr John- 
llone s motion ,i bat that the demand for 
die letter contaimng the regulations, 
flionld be made in a letter under the 
Preddents feal < 

1 Mr Haftinga / ppinupi ^ 

The Company have plainly declared 
their intention, that all correfpondence 
with the country powers fliall be earned 
on thro the channel of the Governor j 
and as an alteration of this cudom will 
fiibjefl the Nabob (who has not been 
ufed to fuch a method, nor can'bed judge 
of the propriety of it) to gteatperpleiu- 
tvcE, and tend to create ahreach hetivEen 


us, 
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Us, I object to any letter being wrote to 
the Nabob, but with the Prefident’s feal. 

‘ ' As to an explanation of the powers of 
the Board, the Nabob to my knowledge 
is well acquainted with them, nor is fuch 
an information in any wife neceifary. 

It is alfo unnecefTary to demand back 
the Governor’s letter to the Nabob, as 
it will of courfe be annulled by the new 
regulations. 

Mef, Cartier mid Billers’j Opmio?i, 
Messieurs Cartier and Billers are of 
the fame 'opinion with Mr. Watts. 

Mr, Batfon’j- Opinion, 

Mr. Batson agrees with Mr. John- 
flone in opinion, that the authority of 
the Board fhoiild be alTerted, and the 
Governor’s written agreement be de- 
manded back 5 and that it is the interefl: 
of the publick, that the correipondence 
fhould be carried on by the Board. 

Major Carnac’j Opinion. 

Major ^arnac is of opinion, that 
the Nabob either does not, or will not, 
underftand the powers of the Board ; 

L, and 
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imd then^orc they ought to be fo explain- 
ed to him, as to admit of no difpute , 
'w'hich cannot be done any way fo effec- 
tually, as by a letter wrote under the 
pnbbbk feal,' as propbfed by Mr John- 
ftone in hii' minute t and that in the 
rJm eiftter, the Governor s, contaimng the 
regulations Ihould be demanded back 
I Mr Amyattr Opmwn ^ 

Amyatt is of hfr Watts s o- 
pinion , r, I ) 

I^Iajor A^ams s Opmion ^ „ 
'MaJor Adams is of opmibn, that 
the Na^b s letters (hould be anfwercd, 
tiy the PreC'dent, m the^ name of the 
Board, under his own leal, which with 
the ^the’ letter,^!^!! fuffici- 

ently convince 'tbcNahob, Aat the pow- 
er IS lodged m the ma)ority of the Coun- 
cil and he thinks the re-demanding the 
letter, will more properly become apart 
of the infkuStions to Mef Amyatt and 
Hay 

The Prelident s Opinion 
The Prcfident obferves, that he h^d 
aheady explained to the Nakob, more 

than 
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than once, the powers ,of. the Board, 
when he, wrote the letter in queftipn ; 
but that as the Nabob now afFeds to be 
inlenfible of the powers of the Board, 
and inftead of complying with his agree- 
ment, endeavors to make the word:, ufe' 
poliible of the letter, he thinks, he fhquld 
be wrote to in the terms propqfed by 
Mr. Johndonej but that it. Ihould be> 
wrote, in the ufual manner, through the. 
channel of the Prehdent, as any, other 
method is contrary to the Company's 
landing orders, as well as detrimental 
to their affairs. t . 

' The ' majority of the Board - being.of 

Mr. Watts’s opinion ; ' ' ^ 

-1 ,/( t> j 1 . or 

Ordered, that two additional para- 
graphs, exprefling the fenfe^ thereof^- ^ be 
added to the letter, which is above-di- 
fedted to be wrote to the Nabob by the 
Prefident^ that the whole letter be drawn 
up by the fecretary, from the refolutions 
of Council 5 and when approved by. the 
members, be fent to the tranflator, with 
diredlions to lender it into^ Perfian, - ap- 
plying to the Prefident for the moonfliee 

who , 
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ltdgmcnt of an authority, tci'which 'he 
had never hitherto been accuftomed , and 
by throwing the correfponHcnce into a 
new chanhcl, which he knew'b be con- 
trary to the rules of ouf government, a 
liijFC w^ laid 'io aggravate the' dilputes, 
b)‘hi difowning that authontyi ot by 
the perplexity which it mull of courfc 
lead him into, was he even inchned to 
comply with it 

The dilputes were now nfen to fuch 
an height, that it became neceflary, ei- 
ther to put an end to thetn, by a peace- 
able negotiatidn, or declare an open war 
againU the Nabob* ‘ **The 'former expe- 
dient was ptefefiecli' ani if was' agreed, 
that dne if members of the'Board, 
Ihould go'on"* a' deputation to&ic Nabob, 
and treat v^ithjiiira'up'on the^t'erms of 
our fututc allTancc * Mr ' Amyatt offer- 
ed hitnlclf for ikis Icrvicc, ^ which Wai 
unanimoully accepted j and, at his own 
rcqucll, Mr liay was aftcrwhrds joined 
withhim, in the fame commillion, which 
was to take place as foon as the NabobJ 

who 
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who y/as immediately acquainted with 
It, would fignify his approbation of it. 

About this time, we received a let- 
ter from the Chief and Council at Patna, 
advifingus, that the Nabob was leturn- 
ed from his Napaul expedition, in which 
he had been defeated 5 and that he had 
crolTed the river, and lay encamped at 
Jaffier Cawn’s garden, about two miles 
from the city. 

It was now icfolved, that a letter 

i 

fliould be wrote to the Nabob, infilling 
on a pofitive anfwer, to the demands 
made by the Board;, for his annulling the 
orders, which he had given to his offi- 
cers. In the mean time, thofe orders 
fubfilling, and t^e unlirnited poweis, 
given to the fubordinate fadlories, were 
productive of daily diflurbances, the na- 
tural confequences of jealoufies, inflam- 
ed to the highefl pitch on both fldes. 
From Dacca advices arrived, of, a fray 
between the officers of the government, 
and a party of feepoys difpatched to le- 
leafe fome boats that had been Hopped 
at Jaffier Gunge, in which, the brother 

VoL. III. D of 
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of the chokeydar 'vvls (lam, or dangc-' 
rouily wounddd j' aodf'^onthe iattite day, 
a lerter from 'the gentlemen of Patna, 
informed ns of their havihg fent an offij 
cer, ivith three companies of'feepoys, to 
Mow, to free the -jbuCnels 'of the faSo- 
ry, which had received feme intcrmption 
at that place, and to feize the perfons 
concerned m it This the officer efiaS- 
ed, taking Afcbor Alice Cawn,fhe Na*- 
bob s colIeApr, pn&ner, whom he-car- 
ned to Patna, and left a guard of twelve 
feepoys at Taajepoor, to lake care of the 
Company's falt-petre The 'Nabob,! m-' 
cenfed at this outrage, committed al- 
moft before hiS eyes, in the firffiimpnlfe ' 
of his paffion, fent out a party of 500 
horfe to intercept the feepoys, rand te- 
leafe his officer 1 but arriving too late for 
this femce, they marched agamft the 
fmnll detachment at Taajepoor, and at- 
tacked It The feepoys defended them- 
fclies tilth grWt bravery, bfit four of 
the number bemg killed, 'thfc reft fub- 
mitted, and t\ ere earned, with the Com- 
pany s gomaftah, prifoners before ’the' 
Nabob, 
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Nabob, who contented hunfelf with re^ 
primanding the gomaftah, for being the 
inftrument of fuch an infult on his dig- 
nity^ and difmiiTed them*. 

The Nabob’s behavior, upon this oc- 
cahon, fliews how 'much he was ir;iitat- 
ed by it 5 and, at the fanie tim6, how/ 
careful he was, even upon the greateffc 
provocation, ^ to avoid coming to extre- 
mities. The hircarras, or other bufy' 
people, -about the factory, took occafion, 
upon this- event, to carry news to Mr, 
Ellis, that tlie Nabob was> refolved to 
march'Back immediately from Ponarac, - 
v/here'he then lay encamped,' and attack' 
the factory. Mr. Ellis,’ whofe animoli- 
ty againft the Nabob, and wiflies for a 
rupture, made him give eafy credit to every 
fuch report, Tpread their intelligence 
without delay we were informed of it 
by -tlie Cliief and, Council, at Patna, in 
their, letter , of the 15 th, and of their 
ow^n refolutipn in that cafe, to poflefs 
themfelves of^the^jcity. This I now. dai- 
ly ^expefted tp hear pf> for I but too 
plainly faw> that Mi. Ellis fought only 
‘u 'D 2 a pre- 
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a'pretence t(f commence- opcmhoMities , 
b\it tbe prCfenCocckfion wai happily rc- 
moVedhy tlife Nabob rpnidcnbe, m ^ro- 
tieding dirtiMy JO Monghccr; where he 

amved IciOrt'fafteri j 1 j '” 1 ' 1 

‘"Tbe letters from 'Mr I Eihs'and the 
Council 'of Patna, andnthofe frdm the 
'Nabob, upon the above tranfa&ons, tho 
little differing ih thd relation of theiplain 
matters of fadt, I fhall notwithftanding 
mfert, as the/ contain the Imbll’evrdcnt 
mirks of< the difpofition of each! at 'this 
time '0 nil 1 I u i n.rnj n 

Copj/ if a Lettit! from-tbt Cbuf and Coun- 
cil at Patna'fi 'tbe^Gohemor and Coun- 
cil i\iDatedtMztx.h.i 6 ,t H “ 

'0 ineW' enhlofe-yoaclranilatc of 

1L1T Ti I aidetterl'ftomithfciCompany 3 
gomaftah-atjMow, which-wjUigiveryou 
a/prcttyijuftuidealof rt-hati lengths^ the 

Nabob intcnded'procecdingftoi'andhow 
greatly he would -have idiftrelfed onrdf- 
fairS,”hdd hui not been tiraely/checked 
EaUlv thismoming we detached three 
companies of feepoya tOfMow.munder 

the 
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tlic coniiA \n(i of liciucni’nt T)o\\ nic, with 
orders to ck.u the Cotnpany's hufinels 
in that clihi id, piuI fci/e nil thole who 
hn.\c interrupted it, p'^rccahlo to \oui 
diredion*'. \\'c he^)oui furthci ordiis 
W’ith regard to punilhing tltcin, nn<l ran - 
not help ohferving, Ikwv ntcclT.try it is 
that foinc examples Ihonld he made, in 
order to put an crfcclual Hop to this 
rtrowin^ evil. 

O O 

T II 1: Nabob marched two davs .m o 

y u 

from Jafiicr Caw'n’s g.nrdcn, and is now" 
encamped near Futtuah." 

Copy of a Lciicv fiom thr N.xbob io the 
GoDcnw?'. March 5, 1763. 

“ J Havl had the plcafurc duly to re- 
ceive three of your favois, dated 
the 7th and 8th of Shaaban, and iindcr- 
fland the particulars mentioned in them. 

At a time wdicn this government wts 
loaded with a balance of revenues due to 
the King, the arrears of the troops, and 
•debts owing to the Englifli, I marched 
out of Bengal, and repaired to the ex- 
tremity of the province of Bahar, in or- 

D 3 dcr 
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ddt to fttllfc tliefi'iillueri ■* ‘Thlt ddtm- 
tty'bdiHg tH(i6 lift witeoufSl-iiliV fcvety 
viliiige anil tfirtnS fuifitBlly the 
opprfcffions of thfcEn^Iilh'dgtnti'aAd^- 
inaftahs, an^ enAEc'ftop'w^'pat to'fcdl- 
fee and fedfetfcilkjitfi, 

ind fee poor, Slid all mj' 8Sicets, arid 
mutldTeddeis of fee ’publid ' blltl‘]5n^afe 
retupb 8f cuKom.^'Wetfc diftWirt|l, arid 
depnvcd of feelr daily bread', '^d I'toi 
i ruflefer m fei ret'ertile^'tilic’ld nl/Wl- 
mitullratidh, by neat 4 krort'ot ftipeds 
Have m the meaH ^fhili'^tnade dOntltmal 
complaints and* reprefcntafions bf this 
injulticfc, -andilfeorilied^dtf'parhtulirly 
and cltcCdiilhinliilJjf of ^ ihiftdrE difl’i- 
\erth\Sleft ybil ha+e'hiife ^liafed to oh- 
IcrVe, feSf feji' 6Siceia'^'ife"tdfeliinc^’ * 
'i\ Jen Vou'faf^ourcd 'tne'^ftnfe i viiit 
a't'MbhgheerJ ‘l*Tiud' bbforc yoa’all thy 
concbrhs ‘ 'f'oii'd'efe very baWell in'ftt- 
'tlmg alVdifpiitis hchveeh my govcnnent, 
add theEnjglilhCdihpanyana gehtlemen, 
and their ^maftilia add yoh in-rome 
mcafure comforted me, dnd yierJuaded 
fee, that from feit fenchullncfs -frould 

“ be 
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hccArrlcd on in a propci m.Mincr,andn'iy 

government nciihei injured, opprelTed, 

*‘ordam.iged.”Aftcr\v.'’tds,on\(>urreturn 

to Calcutta, contrarv to vour airrccmcnt 

with me, vou detached forces to cairv 

on the Inifmcfs of the Comjianyand hing- 

Jith gentlemen by compulfion, and to 

beat and chaflifc mv ohiccis it' thev ol- 

» ^ 

fered to fpeak a word. I'or thefc three 
years I have not "ot a finale riincc. nor 
a thoufand rupees ; nor one piece, noi ten 
pieces of cloth 5 nor a bundle of broad 
cloth, nor ten bundles j nor a pair of fcif- 
fars, norfo much as aclafpknife, from the 
Enghfli gentlemen, or their gomallahs \ 
at the fame time, they have by violence 
levied fines und penalties, and Aims for 
loAes in their trade, on my olhccis, and 
Aill continue to levy them ; and if any of 
my officers refufes to fiibmit to this, they 
pour a Aorm of complaints on bis head. 

Lately you have repeatedly ordered 
me, “ to let the bufmefs of the Com- 
pany, and the Englifli gentlemen, and 
their gomaftahs, go on as was cuAo- 
mary heretofore in the diffeicnt paits 
,of the provinces of Bengal and Bahar j 
D 4 to 
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thofc points to you. Now I am in ex- 
pectation of your anfwer, to inform me 
if my life is f.ife ; or if tlierc is any 
thing clfe to be done ?’* 

From Nabob /d? the Govcrnoi , dated 
Mnich 5, 1763. 

XT OUR friendly letter, dated the 
A 8th of Shaaban, is arrived, and 
I am happy with the news of your welfare. 

You write, that the opinion of the 
Council is as follows. They arc all vc~ 
“ ry defirous of affifting and fupporting 
me in my government, but cannot 
‘‘ bear with patience, that my officers 
ffiould impede or damage their com- 
“ mercefj- that the report of your fetting 
up another Nabob is the weak infinu- 
“ ation of deiigning men ; that the re- 
folution of the Board is, to make fuch 
‘‘ an agreement in purfuance of the royal 
“ Firmaun, and the rules of equity, as 
may leave no room foi dilpute in fu- 
ture, between my . officers and their 
“ gomaftahs.” How can I bring my- 
felf firmly to credit this, lince Mr. Ellis 
' - ' . ' 1 ^ is 
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13 one of the Council, who, lor thcfe tivo 
jcara pad, * ha*"' been endeavoring all m 
his power to hurt snyi affairs, and make 
me Appear httlc in the cyea of the worldj 
nay, as atrthis ftimc taking pains daily to 
involve me in trouble, parading his com- 
pamesof fecpoystoprovoke me j ando- 
mitting no npportnmty of- depreciating 
rrte both in this my own country, ahd to 
Shuja-ul Dotvla, andiothefgreatmenat 
court, fending all whateverihe can de-- 
life t 6 my difcredit, by means of Shitab- 
toy to Shuja*uliDowla, £ca and laying 
alfo whatever Comes oppermoft m his 
inindtomy prejudice m public aflemblies? 

Iff regard to what you Wtite concem- 
itfg the royal Firmatfni and your havidg 
in VietV the preparation of another trea- 
ty I when yon favored me with your com- 
pany atMonghecr, I toldyoUr frequent- 
ly, that •' the power of your people wds 
“ great, but I 'had httle tooppofe it I 
“ defircd you to oonfider, nor'entcrtain 
“ the notion, that ahyagreement would 
“ be binding With people accnftoiiied to 
“ ads of oppfcffion Is notthisanin- 

llancc 



Tranfa^ims in Bengal. 43 

fiance of oppreffion, that the > falt-petre 
farms, \vhich I have allowed unto you 
gentlemen, upon the produce of which 
you iifed to pay formerly three, and three 
and half rupees j>d?rmaund, you now for- 
cibly hold at one andthree-fourth of aru« 
pee, plundering and injuring my people.? 
In this manner mycountryis to go to ruin, 
and I may not utter a word. Belides all 
this, you write, that it is my own offi- 
cers who create thefe diflurbances, ex- 
ercife oppreffion, and injure the falt-pe- 
tre farm^ This being the cafe, how can 
any treaty fland good between us ? And 
how can it take effed:, if fuch oppreffion 
continues ? Belides, as you havedifpatch- 
ed the Company’s . troops to challife my 
officers, if they but murmur at thefe Cr 
vils, why need you trouble yourfelves to 
make any other treaty ? In my fervice, 
there is not. one who can prejudice me 
againfl you i'n any affair. Under, you 
there is Mr. Ellis, who fails not to pre- 
judice you witli evil inlinuations againft 
-me, as you muff .fee and be fenlible, 
tho’ you connive at it, and fay nothing on 
. r ' ' the 
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the fubjeiti* bn^you artiplilafcd tb thinL 
(rdonotknow upoh what grbnnds) that 1 
ha\i' tW-mindtd people in by fcmce 
A^t at lifs'hdw to^Srunilcr thcfc 
cfcdTdres, iiAd 'buft own ihytclf 'infuffi- 
ticht, if rfcjgblatidhs 'of thii' nature fate 
place Be pl&f<id, therefortf. to fet me 
free hom theUrieafinclTes of futhanadmi- 
niftratibn , 'and fet up a pdffon for con- 
dufling It, whom the Coitncil bay bet- 
ter approve ' ' ' 

Foil well I know, thai they will 
both condeihn me, and mjure your good 
name, and bfing tbs about at laft Why 
do bey tvait fot a dharge a^ainft me ?‘It 
IS nOt' the ' part of honeft btn, to bmlg 
an'hnjUll ihitge a^amft ahy one, with a 
vittv to'honijtafs' hlhcr ^dcCghs ‘it is 
better that you‘do 'it at tbs ‘tibe ' 

U LI i ' ‘ 1 

Copy of a lieiter from the Chief and 
Caunal at Batna, to the Governor and 
Council March 12,1 1763 

“ ' ■ tHE following 'is an extradl of a 
letter, from Leutenaht Dowmc 
to the Chief, received lall'night •• I 

“ have 
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have the picafure to acquaint yon, that 
I have juft now feized Mecr Acbur 
Allee, whom I fliall fend to you I 
have likewife taken pqfteflion of the 
<‘ falt-petre he feized from the Compa- 
“ ny, and that which he collected from 
his perganah, and ftiall have it carri- 
ed to Mow as foon as poflible. I will 
now proceed to Durbunghy, to catch 
‘‘ the other oppofer of the Company's 
trade." 

Meer Acbur Allee arrived here 
about noon, under the charge of a fu- 
bahdar, and 50 feepoys j we have called 

him before us, and the excufe he makes 

/ * 

for his violent proceedings, isj , that, he 
was fetting up^ to adt as the Comppy!s 
gomaftah. ^Ve again repeat our requeil:, 
that you will favor us with your ordeis, 
what we are to do with this man, or any 
other, who may adt in the like manner.' * 

Copy of a hotter from the' Chief andhoim- 
cil'at Patna to the Governor and Goun- 
, cd. Dated M-zvch. 15, 1763. 

r E .acquainted you, the "12th, 
V V/ _ that ' lieutenant ■, Downie had 

made 
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made Meen Acbur Alice a. iprifoner, aiid 
taken poffcffion of the Companp^ petre 
aL jTaajcpoor, where he left.' it in charge 
ofi-a haValdaryJamaicki and twelve fee- 
poys.'itdl It thcfnld f>e remolded' to the 
faSory afjlMotv n Tjhis party was at- 
tacked by a body oti;od horfe, ifent for 
that puipofe from the Nabob s camp, by 
whopi.four.of them haveibeen killed, 
three wonnded, and the remainder, with 
the Qimpanys gomiftah,')cart:ed rpn-i 
fopers to the Nabob- tThe Nabob, has 
halted atiPonarac, and teiehavc latelh- 
genccj that heipropofesrtreturmnghere 
to attack us -Should he carry Juathreits 
into executjoDl'rt’i IhsJI immediafely'pQf- 
fefs ourfelvcs of jthe city,)as- the j moll 
cffcflnal means of rendcribglnE evil de- 
CgnS abortive ' i i ' j 

j' 1 1 1 > 

Copy of o Letter from tbe l^abob^ to the 
Governor Dated Msxch. ii, 1763 
“ OUR tivo favors pre arrived, and 
i have rejoiced me Yop wntc, 
“ that Mr Middleton, who relides at 
“ Lnekypoor, wrote a letter to yon, ^md 

“ the 
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the Eeft of the Council 9 that you have 
fent me a>'traitllation theieof, with 
copies of the letteis which. Aca' Ma- 
homed N izam> andSyed Baddul Cawn' 
wrote to tlie faid gentleman, ahd o-’ 
« thers. That Golam Hoffein is 'k‘ 
“ mooniliee of the Company’s faftory; 

and Mahomed Gazy, collecSiorof the 
‘‘ Company’s taalook, annexed to I/ucky- 
poor;’ that now Mahomed Allee wants 
to plunder the officers aforefaid,' and' 
feize their perfons ; that it has beefx 
always an eflabliflied 'rule, that the 
ferVants - of the Company remain St 
‘‘ the difpofal, "and in the -polTeffibn' 
of tho Company;! and Mahomed Al~'' 
’lee Beg wants’ to Break through 'it-'; 
tliat the faid' taalook has been in' the'* 
“ poffeffion of the Company, from the 
“ time of Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn. 

“ Moieover, that Cootub Aalum, my 
officer at Rtgemahl, wrote a letter to 
‘‘ Mr. George Giay, a copy of which 
you haVe alfo fent; that he, in like 
manner, wants to feize iiponthe'Com- 
pany’s taalook, and to remove the ba- 


zar 
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“ zar of the fadlory, that you have 

“ fcnt me a copy of .the letter you wrote 

“ to him j that you arc defirous of a ftop 
“ being 'put to thefc diiputes, and that 
“ the bufincfi of both our govcminents 
“ may be earned on m a proper man,- 
ner j but it is daily difturbed by the 
t‘ viUninous proceedings of my officers, 
“ particularly Mahomed .Alice Beg» 
“.further, that Syed Jelaul Socary Hops 
“ yourboatsladenwithlalt, and demands 
V extraordinary duties upon 1 them 
.TnEitrandated copies of Mr Middle- 
tons .letters are amVed, and. I fully un- 
derhand the purport of them 
SitrcE all-ithis wrangling on the part 
of thd gentlcmenihas anfen on account 
of duties, I .have, for that reafon, put a 
ftop to the colleQing Of duties, and cuf- 
tomi, in all diftrtfts of the provinces, 
ftibjeift to me, as well at to coming of 
money in all mj mints, I have alfo had 
the Wicket in Pama opened, as I before 
WTotc for jour information Now tliat 
youarepleafed to wnte complaint, ngainft 
Mahomed Alice Beg, I hate rcmoied 

him 
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Iilm fioin Dacca, and fcnt for him hi- 
ther j fo you may chufc whom you will, 
ainongft the Europeans, to take the ma- 
nagement of Dacca. Although Maho- 
med Alice Beg has neither plundered any 
one, nor placed guards upon the houfe 
of one individual j yet to put an end to 
all the blame which you heap upon me, 
I have fent for him hither. But Ellis is 
he who has twice committed thefe dif- 
tuibances, and not long fince placed a 
' guard upon my own dwelling, I mean 
the fort of Monghcer j and, at this ve- 
ry time, has detached three * companies 
of feepoys, and t\vo pieces of cannon, 
with intent to feize my officers, and has 
actually furrounded the fort of Taaje- 
poor. I know not the rcafon of all thefe 
mfults from the faid Ellis, nor will I 
put up with fuch violent proceedings 
from him, wherefoie I have wiittcn as 
much for your information.” 

Copy of a Letter fro??i the Nabob to the 
Governor. March 14, 1763. 

TT has been owing folely to the 
friendffiip and regard which I bear 
VoL. III. E to 
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“^yoorfelf ‘*°ne^do' 

^^‘°bftrvL l>Wn,drfi * 

"’^dc ^vitii m trcatir 

Jjave fcr,, 7'*. ^ut. from ^ you 

Beg. 
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Beg from Dacca, and l was on my way 
froin Patna towards Rlajemahl, and had 
reached Barr, when Mr. Ellis fent three 
companies of feepoys, with two guns, 
in order to fiii round my fortrefs of Taa- 
jepoor, befides other companies towards 
Durbunga, Mow, Teegra, Sircar Safum, 
Tekarry', and other diftridts in diffeient 
parts of the province, by which my af- 
fairs have been fo much' hurt, that an 
entire flop is put to the colledion of my 
revenues.'' 

r KNEW not in what light to confider 
all thefe diflurbances, plunderings' and 
ravages j fo; upon information of this 
news; i I dlfpatched Mahomed Afneen 
Cawn,' ^ne'of my'jemmatdars,' tof^ards 
'Taajepoor, that- he 'might ehduire par- 
ticularly, and bring me intelligence of 
the caufe of fd much difdrder^ He had 
not reached the place, before the com- 
“panics above-mentioned had taken hold 
of Acbur Alice, Naib'of Sheer Zaman, 
my aumil at Taajepoor, and carried 
him away to Patna." My jemmatdar 
-wrote me thefe particulars , in anfwer to 

E 2 which. 
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•which, I fentjhmi ordeti to hrmg yoot 

gomaftah, refidingat ihefaftoiyofiT aaje- 
poor;to merth&tl might enquire ofJumi 
tt by tny aumil Jud been ! fcized land car- 
camed away nn a -di hftnni > .ai < 
When Mahomed Ameen Cavm drew 
nigh to the faflory, yoor/cepoyEi there, 
by order of the gomaltah, fired upon him 
without challeagingihim^i-My qemmat- 
dar, havmgino other jefourcejumade ufe 
of the force that he hadpreieedybfargo- 
maftah, and brought Hun to melj- 1 Ex- 
amined into thiS 'aflSur in iheheft man- 
ner, and then'difiniflediyohrigomaftah 
I found froihihiml that my/aunruliWas 
by no tneansun'faulr , budEllisphavmg 
fixfcd the blametofinllithcfe tumults-aiid 
difordera u^nifmyjuurmli, hmderrpre- 
ttnce of the falt-jutre, itnirely from his 
own hatred to me,, and Violence of tem- 
per, has created thefe difturbances, and 
perfevetes m them You wrote me here- 
tofore, that by keeping the ■wicketm 
the city of Bathi lliut,\a report would 
in all probability prevail ambngft the 
people, that the 'Company and I 'were 

at 
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at variance. > Sllis-for two years paft has 
been making' all thefe' d'lftnrbances, ' in 
order' to demean me^' and injure my af- 
fairs. Ought I not to be informed, hbw 
I am to confider thefe proceediugsy and 
what IS the reafon of them ^ You^are my 
friend, bouiid to free me^Yrom all .thefe 
infults, which 1 never can ^bear with. 
Since the'-faid gentleman has proceeded 
to adts/.of- violence, againft 'my officers, 
fhould,ihy ’officers,^' for the fake of ‘their 
charaitera, fland upon the defenfive; you 
. are* not; to- ireproach' me.. with> it ; hut if 
lyo'u- are inclined .to allnwiof ' Mr; Ellis's 
r adionsjfrypu. wilh do. well ..to give .the 
; country Itoi him, that you jandcd mayhe 
I freed )from the -vexations nfiit ;?£for I am 
-convinced, ^ that the .Gouncdi will non put 
an .end t6' thefe difputesJ -ri" j . , 

. tt .1 '.HAVE. halted here at Barr two days, 

. on account oh .this affiiir y to-mortow J 
- fhall, march towards Mongheer. . 

^‘^Cop'y of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
‘ 'r'^Governon Dated Mirch 15, 1763. 

Ha v n been favored with your let- 
^ . A ter, together With copies of a per- , 

E 3 wannah 
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wannah loMaiioined AllceBtgk andiither 
papers You that Mr 'Senior paid 
" the(luticsupon4ooomaundsoffaltatthe 
“ Shahbundcrjtdbfi-apaft.anddilpatched 
his faltj bfltfeycd Jdanl Bocaiy ftop- 
“ ped It, and required a furthtr duty 'dp- 
" on it That at Rungpoor, a duty is de- 
" manded upon all kinds ofgobdsj tipon 
*' which account, the bufinefj of the 
“ Englifli gendemEn, and'their gomaf- 
" tahs, IS entirely ftoppidi That at 
*• Shcia‘gunge,ihelongingtolDmagepoor, 
" Raninaut,'ln^'Naib lheri,'hdf col- 
" lefted mohi^ j (Ifider pretfehcedfik tax; 
" for the fupport df 'po()^'ayld' indigent 
“ people ‘ That Rby Moh^inldll, hhmil 
“ of Bahar, 'derfiandS a duty hpon dpi- 
“ um That’bS’ydUr goth41tahB,'^>about 
“ Rangarn'etledl itc'’dillreired thfohgh 
“ a fcatcity of J)r(^tlfibhs,"yi)u hdVd fent 
" fome feepoys thlfhdf, to hfihg Syid 
" Jelaul BoCaiy to )oU ’ r 
Fr 0 St the •beginning to this time 1 
ha\e looked dpofi myftlf as dbliged ttr 
you, and have aflented4o 'liViAy thufg- 
you Cither fpoke, avrote, or negotiated 



T^ranfaBmU Bn Bengal. 5 

with' me, ,upon. arty affair AV'hatever.^ 'I 
have to .preferve tlie fnendfliip betv^:;eert 
us, put ati entire flop tQo the :Collej6liori 
of all kinds of d'^tieSj'S.and.ouflomsruppn 
merchandize, , as well inland as.sforeign, 
both from -you and the ^reft of -the iEng~ 
lifh gentlemen 3 and all other-people both 
great and fmalL'^ may, rtho’^itiwas plajn-j 
ly to the detrirnentmf my affairs, ^yet^to 
avoid alLdifputes between yourigoy^rn- 
ment -and mine^/ I have^fbut up all, my 
mints j ,and I have likfewafefent for Ma- 
homed Allee, Beg, from, pacca. j^Now 
you will-,pleafe to .confider, if-you^hgve 
fpok-en, or', written to me, upon any o^er 
matter, idiat ,1 have not cpmplieiLyfith. 

lS[oTW-,iTHsrrANpiN,q all ^tl^isjdh^t I 
have done - 'to preferve ypui; Redeem, and 
although you have ejfpreffeditl^ie Sincere ft 
friendfhip, t and -regard^for me, yetoyoun 
fending /eepoys to feize my, officers ^and 
bring them to you, will ^ convince ^ all 
mankind, what ,folid .foundation the 
friepdfhip and loye between us is buift 
upon. Thefe kinds of reports may be 
- E 4 ' , fuitablp 
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fuiuble to joarj mlentjonsjc butrthg'' 
arc by no means < agreeable to nune I f i ' 
tJ pr o 3j D ydvt ftce ito facej'Sand have 
avntten agattjrnnd again, lo-you,' that on 
account of tbc difference of difpolition, 
bctw'ixt hic and' the Englilh ]^entlcmen j 
I looked npon'myfclf as infulBacnt for 
tbii tmploymenti accordingly, j it ■were 
much better, that m the' fairifc manner' 
as they gave it once to me, they now dc-‘ 
liver It over to whomfoever they miy 
think proper, ' ''it 1 1 t f 

fllT IS very far from the charaftef be- 
coming you, to write mt letters breath- 
inginothmg but fnendlhip ?'fflid,*at''the 
fame tihie, to ^it'e eir'Ho the uri^uft* 
rcportsioflyoviToOiVn people, and tike 
ftijis towards a' nlpture ' Iwliiirio 

Irnyon ard wdUng to flicw ^durfclf a' 
fnond, immediately ordt^ back Syed 
]elaulBocary, to^hisown diftrifti and 
break not Up the foundatioA of onr 
fnendlhip j »in doing whichl by tht by,' 
you ari not backward j Cnee; 1 thinf 
there IS no great favor m feWding your 
feepoys againft my officers, and m trot- 

ing 
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ing to me on fuch:ful3jedls. If you are 

ftill refolved to iliake ufe-'of' forced, do‘ 
not write to me, for Iiwill not 'return 
you an anfwer upon fuclY^matters.'-’"' 

In the N s"ow?i^Ha?id. ^ ^ " 
Such difturbances as the Englifhthave' 
fet on foot,: were never 'known in aiiy^ 
government,; till the time, of Meer Ma^-- 
homed Jaffier Cawn-s thkt they- fhbuld“ 
fend feepoys^and feize the officers of'the'' 
goverment, and carry them away j at' 
the fame time, that the Nazim was Idokdj 
ing on,' without taking notice of it. All 
my- forbearance has been owing entirely:' 
to the friendfhip between.. you^ and mie'..- 
Ifj,the Enghffi . gomaftahs will.-carry 
on their trade,-/ according to the.cuftom-: 
pra(51:ifed by other merchants, >atdS‘WclI.'l 
If not,r I have -no refource^ but (to make 
'ufe, as you- do; -of ex-preffions- tending- 
to diffolve our friendfhip: ^My fejiuta-' 
tipn and honor -are dearer ito me thaii'^ 
life. If you; are inclined, tp let fiieiidfliip " 
fubfift betyveen us,"you‘ought to lay a- 
fide thefe, difturbances i and- altercations, ‘ 
which muft, produce! rup'ture'i;-^ aud if I 

you 


-■-.i - 
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you arc inclined to break with 'me, let 
me know it uninediatcljr, that I may have 
nothing further to do with thefc things, 
for I ran bear them no'longcr 

^ j i I V. 1 ji I -> 

The Nabob slctters of the nth, 14th, 
and rsth of March, rhaving been read m 
Council, the 24tb, it was rcfolved, that 
the following -anfwcr fhonld be wrote 
him /by me as Prefident. 1 > 

.1 ( ■ 

( 7 g(jy tbe letter t» the Naboji, Dat~ 

, , tJMiich 34, ^763 

“• T Have received yonr letters bf the 
mth,i4th,andijthinllant. With 
regard' to theimtermptionrof our trade, 
and thelidiTputes svhich have happened 
between the dependents of your go- 
vernment and ours j lourconginal orders 
were to apply to you, anibyonr officers, 
forrtdrcfs, bn any occofion of ■complaint 
on our part, but this wasifonften dohe , 
without effeft-, fhatifinding the inter- 
ruptions and difturbances daily increafc, 
infomuch that onrbufinels was,ijn molt 
parts, pubna enure flop toj /we-had no 

remedy 
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remedy left to make nfc of,' but that of 
force, to free our bufincfs ; and tlicrc- 
forc, difagrccable as it was to us, we 
were obliged to _givc fucli oidcrs to all 
the fadtorics, of which you have been be- 
fore duly advifed. 

What Mr. Ellis has done in die 
Patna province, foi clearing the Compa- 
ny’s bufincfs; was agreeable to the faid 
orders, font him by the Board ; and I 
mud: here particularly obferve, with ref- 
ped to diat gentleman’s not applying to 
you for redrefs on any occafion, that you 
have abfolutcly put it out of his power, 
by declaring, that you would not-anfwer 
any-of his letters, and having really left 
unanfwcred four which he adually wrote 
you. 

I n o not find that you have yet given 
orders to any of your officers to forbear 
E'om obftruding our bufincfs, as they 
ftill continue to do it, to the utmofl of 
their power, excepting in thofe places 
where our troops are adually ftationed 
for its protedion when you have given 
fucli orders as'-fliall put an end to thofe 

' obflruc- 
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by fucli unbecoming cxpreffions, mean 
the gentlemen of Councils but they with 
me infill upon an explanation, as we 

will by no means fulfcr ourfelves ' to be 
treated with difrefpe<5l.** 


In my letter to the Board from Mohg- 
heer, which contained the ' regulations 
made with the Nabob, I mentioned a 
refolution exprelTed by him, to abolifli 
all duties whatever in his dorriinions,' to 
avoid the daily difputes between our peo- 
ple and his officers, who colleded them. 
This he now aifliially piitdii' execution, 
as appears by fome of the foregoing let- 
ters. Tt'Wks known at'Gklcutta by pii- 
’ vate advices, befofe' the receipt 'Of' thofe 
letters, and 'becamb the"fubje6lbl''a fieffi 
difpute, whichVas opened Vy’ Mr.' Johh« 
flone in cohfultatio'h, 'the a’kd’ of Match. 
As all the argum'ehts on-'this'fubjC(5l are 


fully Hated in the minutes entered upon 
it, by the 'fevefal member's of the' Board, 
I fhall only enter thofe minutes, adding, 
that it wasTefolve'd up'6n,*by a great ma- 
jority, that this ’exemption was a breach 

of 


/ 
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of the Company’s and ihat 

the Nahob’lliould be politivcly'reqmrid 
10‘recall it)'’and'colleft duties ai bcfdrc 
from the'countiy merchantmans all o- 
thcr perftins who had not thc^prote&ion 
of the Company s dulluck 
1 ' Afr I Johnftoner 

t “ No pubhc'advices having been yet 
received from the Chie'f and Council at 
Patna j and the mftnnftions for Mefi A- 
myatt and Hay being ■nothlyiti^ forcdn- 
fideration/ Mr Johnftone begs 'leave to 
deliver in' copies of fun'nnd^/ iflucd at 
Patna, Ecc. iby the- Nabob, receivedaip 
private 'letters, ordcringnim-’cxehiption 
■to >all merchants frorfi dutits -of evety 
iindion their trade fori'two'yeaffi' ''A‘s 
this proceeding appears idefthiilivc' -to 
the Company's royal pnVilcgettmdnghts, 
Mr Johnllone thinks it ments the'eon- 
£deration of the Board, tto concert mea- 
Pnres to prevent this injunous attempt of 
the Nabob, which he conceives beyond 
iis authority as aSubah, raifed and fup- 
ported bj us, without dnV revocation Of 
our grants, by tlit king lumfclfi' and 

that 
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that we neither can, nor ought to ad- 
mit of it, confidently with the trull re- 
pofed in us by the Company, while they 
have .placed , the means , of fupporting 
their rights in ,our hands. - . , , 

Mri Wattsh Opinion. 

“ Mr.'W atts >is of opinion, that the 
Nabob’s taking off duties on all goods^ 
mud be highly detrimental to the Com- 
pany’s tiade j,.that it is a dep he, as Su- 
bah of Bengal, has no authority to do 
without permidion from the Mogul and 
asnthe Mogul has always deemed the 
'Englifli, in a much fuperior light to the 
Nabob, he thinks it is incumbent on 
them to infid, that the duties be col- 
ledted from other merchants as formerly, 
■otherwifc our privileges, granted to us 
by the Firmaun, &c. will be entirely 
overfct.” 

M7\ Maniott’j- Ophimu 
Mr. Marriott thinks, that the 
Nabob, in iffuing out the late perwannah 
to take od' duties from all trade, has 
a6lcd quite contrary to the Company’s 
inlcrcd j and mud, if not put a dop to, 

prevent 
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M}\ Hay’j Opinion. 

> It appears to Mr. Hay, that the Na- 
bob's remitting the duties on the whole 
trade of thefe provinces for two yeai s, is 
done with no other defign, than to pre- 
judice the ajffairs of the Englifh, and ren- 
der of as little ufe as poffible, the pri- 
. vileges they enjoy by the grants they arc 
poffeiTed of j and that tliis ftep has been 
pointed out to him by the Armenians, or 
fome others, whofe intereft it is, tliat the 
Englifh fhould be loaded with that, more 
than double , cuftom of per cent, in 

hopes that, the Company, within the 
fpace of two years, may, , ,from, an 
apprehenfion of, their own trade being 
hurt, order that this extravagant duty 
Ihould be paid, , or, that, the, inland trade 
Hiould not be carried on,, by their fer-;- 
vants. The Nabob will be, no loferby 
this meafure, for he will undoubtedly, 
at the end of the two .years, make the 
merchants anfwerable to him for the du- 
ties on the goods, in which they trade 
in the interim. This is the beginning, 
of a game that will, no doubt, if a flop 
VoL. III. F 
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IS not put to It, be continually played 
to the difadvantagc of the En^lilh Com- 
pany Mr Hay is therefore of opmion, 
that It (hould be made known to the 
Nabob, that we look on this ibeafure as 
deCgned to prejudice the Compahy s af- 
fairs , and that we will not quietly fee 
him proceed in mcafurea, tharcan an- 
fwer no other purpolc than the overfet- 
ting our pnvdcgcs 

Mr Johnftone s Of mm 
I EHTiRELY agree with Mr Hay s 
opmion I have heard it urged, that 
the Nabob is maftcr m his temtohcs, and 
may therefore remit to his fubjeils any 
advantage accruing to hia tevenuea, by 
duties colleded in the country To me 
It appears quite otherwife, nor can I con- 
ceive that the Nabob, whom we have 
railed to the Subahflup, and have hither- 
to fupported him in it by force of arms, 
in oppofiuon to the King, can ever have 
thereby acquired a right to undcrmmc, 
and entirely rum, the rights and advan- 
tages, the Company, at an imraenfe ex- 
pence, obtained by grants from the fo- 
vereign 
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vereign of the kingdom, or by treaties 
with the. foregoing Subahs 5 all which 
this man has bound himfelf to -maintain, 
and confirm to us in their fullefb extent. 
Had fuch an attempt been made by Jaf- 
fier Allee Cawn, or Serajah Dowla, to 
render of no ufe and effedt, the fingular 
advantage bur nation enjoyed, by the 
privilege of carrying on their trade un- 
der the duftuck 5 furel)?-, eveiy one muff 
have confidered fuch proceedings as the 
plainefi: declaration of their enmity, ill- 
will, and fixed refolution to ruin our 
trade, fuperiority, and influence through 
the country, by reducing us on a foot- 
ing with all other European or foreign 
traders, and even with the very Bengal 
inhabitants. I imagine, that no power 
we have been pleafed to invefl: this Na- 
bob with, ,can ever authorize him to take 
fuch aftep^ to the prejudice of the Com- 
pany, or juflify us to our employei s, to 
permit it to take place. Nothing lefs 
than an order from the King at Delly, 
could claim our regard in this point ; 
and even that I believe the Company 

F 2 would 
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would expcft we ftoald not comply Withj 
till wc had ufed every method in our 
power, for the prefervahon , of their 
rights and immunities The Nabob, af- 
ter repeated attempts to burthen us with 
the exorbitant duty of nine per cent on 
articles of our exports, as well as inland 
trade , on finding the Board refolved to 
oppofc It, and fupport the dulliick in its 
full extent, has now recourfe to an ex- 
emption &om all duties to other mer- 
chants to invalidate our proceedings, m 
oppofition to the late regulations , but 
he may, Mith as great propnety, in re- 
gard to us, inhft on the one as the other , 
and our tune and arguments wdl feem to 
have been employed to very 'little pur- 
pofe indeed, af we allow him to elude 
them, and baffle us by fuch d proceed- 
ing Nor can I ihiagmc the ntceffity 
of Mef Amyatt and Hay, now pro- 
ceeding to explain our refolutions, and 
the extent of our privileges, while they 
are thus rendered of no cffedl , uU tliat 
demand therefore be revoked, bv a pre- 
V lous application of the Board, any de- 
putation 
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putation to him would appear to me ra- 
ther hurtful than beneficial. 

Mr. Cartiet’j Opinion, 

Mr.' Cartier efl;eems the copy of a 
funnud, from Coffim Allee Cawn, to 
the Naib of Patna, directing him to lay 
open the trade of the country to the 
natives, &c. for the fpace of two years, 
free of all duties and » taxes, purpofely 
done to render void, and counteradt thofe 
regulations we 'have been deliberating 
upon, for thefe lafi: two months, for the 
better eftablifiiment of our particular pri- 
vileges, and, to fet proper 'boundaries to 
our’ own, as well as the Nabob’s power. 
That this 'grant will 'very materially af~ 
fed: the’ Honorable Company’s invefii- 
ment in every branch;^ not onlyi'm point 
of price, but^the amount'of their order; 
'that the former, will be greatly inhan- 
ced, as the latter proportionably decrea- 
fed, from the fwarm of purchafers this 
indulgence mufi; necelTarily produce; and 
that tlie Honorable Company’s particular 
privileges and grants, derived to tliem 
fiom the authority of the great Mogul, 

F 3 will 
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will be rendered mvalid, and of no con- 
fcqucncc by this ftep , that w tare llrong- 
ly intcrcfted, from every motive of good 
and wife poheybto prevent the fame from 
taking effeS,! more particularly as its 
taking place would overfet our influence, 
and rum that diftmguilhing mark of fa- 
'tor, received from the Court of Dcllj 
That if It be allowed a right inherent 
in the Nabob, to do as he pleafes with 
the revenues of his countTW, and to Ihew 
all manner of mdulgtnaes to his fub- 
jeds s It t\ill as naturally follow, that it 
becomes neceflafy m us, to prevent any 
innovation m his go\ ernment, that mull 
evidently be attended with bad confe- 
quences to the Honorable Company’s af-i 
fairs ! ho Is therefore of opmion, that all 
polTible endeavOfs fhould be tried to pre- 
\ ent this funnud from taking effed , and 
that the methods neceflary to he applied 
to anftvcr this purpole, merit the confi- 
deration of the Board 

Mr Billers s Opinion 
Mr Billers agrees entirely in opi- 
nion with Mr Mamott 


Mr 
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Mr. BatfonV Opmion. 

The Nabob’s giving up the duties on 
all trade in the coiintiy, ' is evidently de- 
figned to undermine and deftroy the pri- 
vileges, which the Engliflt enjoy by the 
King’s Firmaun 5 and Mr. Batfon thinks, 
that he has been encouraged in this, and 
feveral other fchemes, prejudicial to the 
Enghih, by a fadiion of Armenians and 
others, frotn private and corrupt views, 
and that therefoie we fhotild take the 
moft effectual methods to prevent this 
fcheme from taking place. 

What has been urged by fome gen- 
tlemen, that the Nabob -has a right to 
do what he'pleafes in his own country, 
would better become' his vackeels, than 
members of this Board. - . 

Mr. Batson thinks we fliould op- 
pofe, to ’the utmoft> all hisiattempts a- 
gainfl the Englith interefls. 

Mr. Aniyatt’j' Opinion. 

Mr. Amy ATT coincides in opmion 
with Mef. Marriott and Hay, 
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fiiaded.theTSTiibbb from this meafure, left 
It fbould prejudice the Company’s bufi- 
nefs, by' enhancing the number of pur- 
chafers, and lehdering the duftuck ufe- 
lefs 5 and^ mentioned this as an argument, ^ 
why we ought to confent to pay cuftoms 
e>n our private inland trade, not to rifk ^ 
hurting the Company’s intereft, for our 
own particular advantage. 

It has however been detefniined by. 
the majority of the Board, that we fliall- 
trade in all articles cuftom-free, as well 
from place to place in the , country, -in 
commodities produced in the country, as 
in foreign imports and commodities /or 
exportation which refolution^being de- 
clared to the Nabob, he on his part has 

' ' ' ^ * 

determined to take off cuftoms in eene- 

ral,' and lay trade entirely open. 

We cannot think him to blame in this 

1 ' ' ’ 

proceeding,' nor do we fee how he could 
do' btherwife. For altho’ it may be for 
our intereft to determine, that wc.wili 
have all the trade in our hands, that we 
will employ our own people, to make 
fait, take every article of the produce of 

the 
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ths country off the ground at the firil 
hand, and afterwanda fend it where we 
plcafe free of cuftoms we /ay, tho it 
may be for our intercft to make this un- 
limited ufo of our force, yet it is not to 
be dpefled the Nabob wiUjom with us, 
in endeavoring to deprive every merchant 
of the country of the means of carrymg 
on their bufineis, which muH undoubt- 
edly foon be the cafe, if they are obliged 
to pay heavy duties, and we trade in every 
article on the footuig beforementioned 
Neither m our opimon could the 
Nabob in fuch circumflances colleft e- 
nough to pay the eitpenceof thechokeys 
coUeftors, &c fo that trade would be lia- 
ble to clogs and interruptions, without 
any benefit to the government As to the 
Nabob s rights to lay trade open, it i? 
our opinion, that the Nazim of every 
province haa a right to do any thmg for 
the relief of the merchants tradmg under 
his proteftion, without waiting an or- 
der from the Court 
Besibes, thcrcjs at this time no Court 
nor Kang, nor has been for fome years ; 

and 
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and therefore theNazinis muft of neceffi- 
ty manage their feveral governments, as 
they fliall judge heft for the general good. ^ 
And if either the Nabob SerajahDow- 
la, Jaffier Allee Cawn, or Coffim Allec 
Cawn, have a right to give up 'to us thofe 
duties ’which their predeceffors received, 
or permit us to trade in articles we were' 
before excluded from, of courfe they 
have a right alfo to make regulations in 
favor of trade in general. We theie- 
fore think,’ that all we have to do on this 
occafioli is, to take fuch precautions, as 
may prevent this order from prej udicing 
the Company’s inveftments, by feeing 
that die Weavers employed in that fer- 
vice are not engaged or taken away by 
other merchants, "which ’'is alright we 
have always exercifed • and this being 
done, we Hope the prefent regulation, 
inftead of being a prejudice to the Com- 
pany’s bulinefs, may be an advantage to 
it, as well as to the country in general, 
by tendering the neceffaries of life cheap- 
er, and particularly thofe of the poorer 
fort, as rice, fait, beetle-nut,' tobacco, &c. 

Opmioii 
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cient on this fubjeft to enter their mi- 
nute, and my own anfwer and obferya- 
tions on it. ■ . < ’ ^ 

' 'J '.M,i 

'Extract of Confultationofyhs^i^i ^7^3* 
Mejf, Johnftone and Hayh Minute. 

M essieurs johnftone and Hay 
propofe, that it fhould he made 
an article in the inftrudtions to Mefl*. A- 
myatt and'Hay, to inquire of the Nabob 
what his meaning is, when he fays, that 
Mr. Vanfittart’s own particular gomaftah 
ftiall be excufed the duty laid on the 
trade of the Company, from 'one part of 
the country' to ' the other, ^ in cafe they 
produce Mr. Vanfittart’s public ' or 
vateduftuck j for as this affair ilOw fta'nds 
reprefented, it ' will' appear! that a* pri- 
vate agreement has-been entered 'into be- 
tween Mr. Vaiifittart'and the Nabob, to 
put all that trade into Mr.' Vanfittart’s 
hands, which ‘the reft of the Englifb 
were deprived' of by the treaty laid be- 
fore the Board 5 and ‘as the order of the 
Nabob to Mahomed Alice appeared be- 
fore the Board’s difappi obation was known 

to 
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are not to impede him.” 'As a further 
proof, that the Prefidcnt never defired 
any fuch ordei from the Nabob, he lays 
" before tlic Boaid the following Extract 
of a letter which he wiote to the Nabob 
on the fubjedt the 6th of March ’ . He 
concludes with obferving, that as this is 
not the firft inflance of MelT. Johnhone 
and Hay’s endeavouring to fcandalizc his 
charadler, there is no room for being 
furprized at it. 

On the '30th of March I received 
two letters from the Nabob, complain- 
ing of the injuries done him by die 
Board, and the infults to which he was 
daily expofed, in very warm and expref- 
five terms j and the next day a letter ar- 
rived from the gentlemen at Patna, giv- 
ing an account of a ilcirmifli between 
fifty of our feepoys, and fome of the Na- 
bob’s people neai Gyah. Thofe letters 
v/ere as follow. 

"" See this extrail in page 42 in Vol 11 . 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to tbe 
Governor Dated March 22, 1763 
“ TT’OUR agreeable letter, in anfwer 
A to what I wrote you is 'arrived, 
and I underllandthe contents, VIZ “You 
“ laid my two letters before the reft of 
“ theCouncil,fromthepcni(kl of which, 
“ It appeared to you, and the whole 
" Board, that notwithftandmg alT the 
“ injury Mahomed Alice Beg, and o- 
“ thers, had been tbe caufe of, /et I am 
" unwillmg to examine mto it, and con- 
“ cem myfelf in the clearing it up j 
“ wherefoir,' ybu write me tbe parti- 
" culars of your refolves as follows 
“You carefully pemfed the Royal 
“ rmnauri,' Sec from which you un- 
“ derftand, that the Englifli are to trade 
“with the' Company s duftuck duty-free 
“ every where m ports, and alfo m in- 
“ land places, by land and by water, 
“ throughout the provinces of Bengal, 
“ Bahar and Onlla The approved and 

“ fteady rcfolution of the whole Board 
“ upon which, is to aift agreeably to the 
“ Firmaun and your funnuds 


“ But 
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“ But in examining this matter you 
obferved, that upon fomc certain ar- 
tides, it was cuftomary in fome ccr- 
tarn places, to give a certain confi- 
‘‘ ration; upon tobacco in two places, 
“ namely, Dacca and Luckypoor ; nei- 
ther you, nor the reft of the Councih 
“ aie dehrous of annulling an cftabhfti- 
ed rule; and upon fait, you Vvill let 
me have two and a half pcr.ccnf. 

‘‘ Should my officers injiue the Eng- 
lifli gomaftahs, the Enghfli gomaftahs 
are to reprefent their grievances to the 
“ chief of a fadory, which he is to de- 
“ termine without favor or affedion. 

** All ioftes that ha.ve anfen to the 
gentlemen of Council, through the 
oppreffions of my officers, upon proof, 
“ you lay me undei the neceffity of mak- 
“ ing good to you ; but until my offi- 
cers receive orders, • that the agree- 
ment between you and me is not to 
‘‘ take effedt, they will not refrain from 
injuftice ; I muft therefore return 
** you the letter of agreement betwixt 
VoL. III. G ‘‘ you 
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“ you and me, land wntcito all my of- 
“ ficcTE, that I have returned it. 

Before this; I fent for Mahomed \A1' 
lee Beg, In order to enquire mto parti- 
culars All whatever you may have paid 
him, by way of cuftom, either in mo- 
ney or merchandme, and can fend me 
his own fcaled receipts for, I will make 
him repay in money, and will feverely 
pumlh him 

You, and the reft of tl|C Board, m 
conformity to the Firmaun, hulbul-hoo- 
kums, Ac funnuds, arc wilhng to give 
me fomethmg ,upon tobacco, m two 
places, namely, Dacca and Luckypoor, 
and will let me have two and a half for 
cent upon, fait. Why fhould you take 
upon you fo great ,a hardlhip f, As ^pc- 
\ cr got anyf thing by coUeiftpjg duties^ 
and they are a caufo of cudlefi, , difputes 
between us, I have entirely put a ftpp to 
collcflmg cuftoms. I , 

I AM not Ignorant of th? nature of 
)our Firmaun ^nd Hulbid-hookums I 
have been twentj or thirty years jn Ben- 
gal, and am pcrfcdlly acqiiainted^ with 

every 
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every article m them. But not to go fo 
far back. In the time of the Nabob 
Meer Jaffier, when notwithftanding I 
flood your friend, it was a difficulty to get 
ten or twenty timbeis from Chittagong, 
for building your houfes ; then what was 
become of your Firmaun and Hufbul- 
hookums ? And, at piefeUt, that I am 
Nabob, where are they come fiom f* 

You are refolved, that the deteimina- 
tion of all difputes with my officers, fl^all 
reft in tlie power of the chiefs of your 
factories. 

The juflice of the chiefs of the facto- 
ries is this > they abufe and beat my offi- 
cers, and carry tliem away bound. 

With refpedt to your writing me, to 
make good in money the Ioffes' the gen- 
tlemen have'fuflained. In the piovinces 
of my government, half is in land rents, 
and half is in cufloms. Ypuliave taken 
half the country, and by your favor, I 
have not reaped fo much as a fingle 
farthing, on account of tlie cufloms j and 
the half of land rents which lemains, 
goes to the payment of my feepoys. A- 

G z ny 
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ny other p^fon, thcrcfoi^^ ttiit'you tin 
pitch upoJ, ytu'^ will ' a^c tlnth, 'for 
making gotd ^oLr loflet 

You dcmandm a Jiefwannahho 'all iny 
oteccri^ C6pfe4^ho’th‘'iPa pcrwannah 
‘^ihdl fuiinlid?‘f(ir exemption-' (if duucs, 
which I'wrdte to- every one of my offi- 
cers, are fcdUncldied to yon If any of 

my bffiders ffiall adt coritfaty to 'my or- 
der, therein Cgnifeed, hd''ihall be pu- 
mflicd You write "me, -fo'ifend' you 
back the igrtemcnt'iria'de^hetween ns 
The only'a^detriedtyijo'filJHeStnth me, 
iS -d 'letWr yoiI''writd 4 o*me,-’'WKich I 
fend bidld, -igrfceable tb'J'fenrlhretiions 
If the fortriif treaty; tlH which tl depend- 
^^ed, ' 5 s<if n6 Ufelo'me’,'^ail 3 ‘Phafc not 
jiaffed a’firigid'moment *frce*lt6ra* tron- 
blb and idif^dfd'hilil 'a'frcih ’tffcity be of 
ufe to me ? If yoU^vmte^tb'^hld'for the 
former treatj,it Diall bi ilfo fcht^you 

I 

Copv of a hotter from the Nabob to the 
'Governor Dated March 22,1 1763 
“ X^OUR fat or, dated the 2jth of 
Ji- Shaaban, is armed, and I am 

happy 
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people, and ' cvaifl' finei froA I others 
And many merd/iants, ' who ’ought' to 
pay cuftoms, have catned I their 'goods 
duty-free, through' ^oilr protiftiori Up- 
ou diis acOount, I have ehtircly given up 
the colleifhon' of dutief, and retnoved all 
chokeys whdrefoever eftablifhed For 
why mould I fubjedt my charaScr to be 
reproacheti without catifc, on accouht of 
duties? If any dhe of Ay ptojUe Aall 
inCft upon duties,' I will fevercly jnlAfli 
hun As to I what you Anti, of your 
grounding you/ fights upori''thi Fir- 
maun ana '/ormed lunnuds,' Y have bfein 
twentj or' thlijty years' in' 'this 'cblintry, 
and I am perfeffly well'acqhainted'sdidi 
the nature Acreof But you Outfit to Re- 
member, Aat your'gomalt^8,'”uhtll Ac 
time of Meet MAomed Jafficr' Ca’wh, 
tradefl only in fotne certain articles'l^ay, 
altho I flood yourfnend, you were una-j- 
blc to provide ten ortwenty timbers from 
Chittagong for budding, but'now, inmy 
admmiflration, your gomaflahs maki fo 
many diflnrbanccs, and are gudty of fo 
great injuncs, Alt l' cannot enume'rate 

Aem 
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oiSccrs, expc^ngrthat I lyooldi accord- 
ingly make fomeiftiTr] and you might US' 
fiirmCbcd lyith a pretence againftime'iO'' 

Cofy of^a 'iJhirrfrom the Cbt^^fftdpoim-] 
o/ 17 / Patna to /icBniiri/.lVIari^ 23, 1763 
“ “Jf TIE have j now to acquaint you 
tjV ,-witit an affair, y»hicl| wiU fur- 
ther explain the intenbouS|Of the Nabob, 
andAew, th^t they arc not^erely txin- 
iined^to the coUe&on of^ duneSiXin 6ur 
traiie j A.fuiiahdar, about the,begmmng 
of’thia' month, had pemuffion to go and t 
woSSlp at Gyah, ynd tvas funuthed with 
a, Suhuckj from, the .chief, another &om 
Nobit Roy, apd I a letter fforaithe latter 
|ougj^dpr o^ that j^lycc„tOjprevcnt r 
hjs meeting ^^ny^infujt^ ,Butinqtwith- ' 
ftah^hp; th IS precaution, die, was made a 

"If ^ in"!' ^ '17 r 
pnloner the chief, upon being inform- 
ed of it, fent fifty feeppjs tqrelcafehiifa, 
and leizc the offender, which they cf- 
fefled, but were the next day furround- 
cd in a houfc by abontjqooo of the Na- 
bob s troops from Tikarry fhejfubah- 
dar alked their intentions, and told them, 

he 
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he had" no orders to mbleft any perfon'. ' 
The commander replied^ -it'-wds' the Na-' 
hob’s orders,^ to ''bUt every 'Engli£h Tee- 
- poy to pieces wherever they were found. 
The fubahdar told him,' he -would hot 
fubmit fo tamely. After much alterca- 
tion, the Nabob’s officers agreed, to let. 
them go, provided ' th’ey would deliver 
up their arms and cloaths ; 'but this be- 
ing abfolutely refufed by ^ the fubahdar,. 
theNaboNs people began to fire on them, 
and throw combtidibles inffi' the houfe, 
by which' a ffiavaldar ^^as killed, and a 
few feepoys -wounded'. ' 'Our people then,’^ 
and -not -before, returned their fire, ^'an*d ! 
defended -themfelves" till' the evening,' 
when "they marched out oT the houfe, 
bringing 'their wounded -with them^ andr 
arrived here this morning,' -without any 
further lofs. , 

- ^ r -" * j ^ ^ ^ 

The people, -who were the oiiginal 
inftruments of this mifcliief by feizing 
the fubahdar,' efcaped during the fray 5 
and in the prefent fituation of affairs, \ve 
cannot fpare a force fufficient to chaftize ^ 
their infolence 5 but we doubt not you 
will refent it in fuch a manner, as fliall 

deter 
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'deter the Nabob and hiB Officers from 
aibng fo in fatorc i i 

TdE city IS fhll in the fame uproar 
and confufion, and all hnlinefs, but that 
of wari 'at a Hand ' ' r 1/ i 

When thefe letters • were read at the 
Board, great' offence ivas taken at the 
ffyle of the Nabob, which Was judged 
to indicate fo dl a ditjlOfilicfti towards ufi, 
as to render all hopes Of 'an adcothmO- 
datlon vainlj and it'waa moi'ed by fomej 
that the de{iutitldn''lhoiild bedfet alide, 
and the artfay heldinteidinefs to mardh j 
but thelmajonty beiU^ of opihioh, that 
Mr Amyatt and Hiylhould proceed aa 
far os' Coffimbuz-ir, and There' wait "till 
the Nttbdblsi'tlffen t ) to ' ' theridcjliitation 
Ihtfuld anthorikc them to 'proceed' it 
\vas rCfolved accordingly, that they IhoUld 

' I III I ' fet 

• At the fame conTuI canon Were read two letter* 
of the Nabob to me and Mr Amyatt, in anfwcr to 
the propofed deputation. Though the fubtlahce of 
thefe letter* ii futficienUy noticed in the minutes 
which follow, yet to atoid anynufconllniiflion from 
fheir omitlion I haVe wrote to Bengal foC the tU- 
picj, and they fliall be hereafter iiUcrtcd. 
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fet out. "Ag the opinions > of the Board 
contain the fulleft remarks that can be 
made on the Nabob’s letters, and ferve 
to throw a frefh light on the diipohtions 
of the feveral members,^ J lhall here in- 
fert them, 

BiXtraSi of Confultatton, 1, 1763. 

■ 'r Mn. Wattl Opinion. , 

/ I "* hen abob’s letters appear to^ me 
to contain little elfe than evafi- 
ons andarifolences. His condiidi; for ma- 
ny, months ipaft has been, fuch,, that there 
is- little roornfleft to doubt .his intenti- 
ons, which are to dillrefs the Engli£h, and 
"depreciate their, charad:er,jp05yerj and in- ^ 
tereft in thefe%provinceA';j\anjdjI:amforry 
to, fay, .hehaSjtImoll; accOmplifhed'them. 

It is natural to conclude>,'x,that a, man 
raifedrto ,theu)Sub^fhip,'-jand ^fupported 
by them to die utmoft, contrary to the 
inclinations of the, King , and. great peo- 
ple of the country, -would have fome 
regard’ for'^ their intereft^’' if iiot' fome 
frieiidfliip !fpr , the Englilh' ; hut his cbn- 
dubt, proves , the contrary; and the ilep 
• ' . 1 , he 
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he ^as purfued in taking offjall dutics^is, 
and wall be[the^Tcatcft detriment to the 
iCompany andjthe Engldh rHis refiifing 
40 fee Mr ^-myattJL deem,ap infult ^ his 
letter bid^ uSidffiancet the preparations 
he IS making every where, ,gnd the rea- 
Jfneff, he ^eya,to quarrel jjvith us, have 
produced, an entire /lopp^gC|to, trade 
,1 Mb WAy,Ts 16 theryfofe of opinion, 
that a lettf^Tjbe wrotC|to,tbe| bfabob, in- 
lilbng on Jus rccallmg thc,pi;der^ for not 
levying of duties, and that- the trad^of 
the country be earned on, as , formerly j 
, that if ^e wiU comply w;ith^this,,Meir 
,Amyjitt and pay,£houldjproceed to hun 
to fettle any pther pomts,, ,f)utyf on the 
cpntraiy, , that jWe, do ,purfelve^ jnfhce, 
and take that ,fatipfaiaiop by;,^rqe lp9,thc 
man) infults, ^le has^put upon us, ,)vhich 
die refufcd,to jgive, and that orders be 
given for tlie army to hold themfelyes 
in rcadmefs to march 

V C ) , 1 

Mr Mamptt s Opiifwn 
tviR Marriott }s of, opinion, that 
the Nabob s letters are wrote in a very 
improper andlndccent flyle, and that he 

fliews 
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fliews thiougliout gicat diflrufl and dif- 
fidence of us 5 that notwithfianding he 
thinks, from the Nabob’s adions' and' 
letter, particularly thefe lafi, we fiiould 
be fully jufiified in coming to' an open 
war with him ^ yet a revolution is of fucli 
a nature, and mufi: be attended with filch 
bad confequenccs to our charadcr and 
reputation, if not to our interefi:, that it 
is the lafi: thing to be wifiied for. He 
tlierefore thinks a letter fiiould be wrote 
to the Nabob, informing liim, that there 
arc a number of articles to be cbmmu- 
hicated to hirh by’ Me'flf. Amya'tt'and 
Hay, befides'that of duties, for the_ wel- 
fare and interefi; of the' Compabyi and 
' Rife' own g'ove’rnment. That if Re lias 'the 
fhoilghls of 'either at 'ReaViV Re fiibiild 
afient to MelT. Amyatt’s and Hay’s com- 
' ing Upon this b'ceafioh. 'That' our troops 
have never aS:ed, Rut ' when his officers 
had diredly flopped biir bufinefs. That 
we once more afiure him of our willing- 
nefs fc' proted him on all occafions in 
his jufl rights j ' and that we never had 

j ^ ^ it ^ ^ \ 

an intention of fetting up a competitor 

againfl 
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againft him That without' He will 'allow 
us to remove ius fulpicions ahd jealoufics 
by an interview,hwith two of the mem- 
bers of the Boar'dj it wdl be impoffible 
for us to aft'olherwife, 'than as againft 
a declared enemyi which we ftiall then 
unwilhngly bh'obhgcd to,' ‘for the pre- 
fervation of 'our rights and pnvilegcs 
That m the mean tim'e Meff Amyatt 
ind Hay, might be requefted to 'proceed 
up as far as CotSmbuzar, and thefewart 
till' we receive the Nabob s'imfwer, if 
that anfwer Ihould n6t deCre an I im- 
mediate mtcrvieiy with 'MelT ‘Amyatt 
and Hay, or b'e the leaft evalivc, that the 
army ■fliould march >up and aft againft 
him as an eni'my ih i j ' r 

Mr ' 

T it E Nabob s 'cAiiUui^ 'for ' near 'a 
twelvemonth part, ' and pirticnlarly his 
method of redreftiHgonr grievances when 
applied to for that purpolc , and his let- 
ters throughout, which point out the 
fmiation in which he thinks we ought 
to be kept, and his notion of the pnii- 
legcs w Inch we enjoy, by grant aild trea- 
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ty, fully deckle his rcfolutiQii to give 
us no fatisfaiStion for the loflcs we have 
fuftained, by the unjuft condu( 5 t of his 
ofhcers, 01 to treat with us about thefe 
affaiis, or receive the deputation pio- 
pofed by us, to be fent to him for the 
adjuflment of them. Thefe together 
convince me, was the confequence of a 
rupture, v/ith the Nabob, ever fo doubt- 
ful, that it would be our interefl, and 
the befl meafure that could be purfued, 
immediately to march againft him, be- 
fore he could do the country much harm, 
or be prepared to perpetrate our ruin, 
which, no doubt he would, were it in 
his powers and I imagine, by his late 
conduct, he thinks it is. . By comparing 
the condition of his army and ours, I 
think it can ha.rdly be doubted, but a 

war between us muft end in his imme- . 

' \ \ 

diate ruin, although he diould employ 
his whole artfor fome months to ftrength- 

en himfelf. 

' 

It is.reafonable to think, that any 
other perfon, in the Nabob’s lituation, 
would be jealous, of us, as long as we 
^ contmu 
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continue to bold the poffeffions we have 
in the country , and that nothing but 
our having a fnfficicnt force, or reputa- 
tion in the country, can keep them to 
\is Thefe have,' m my opimon, both 
been greatly ieifened by a Very bad po- 
licy, m nlaking the Nabob too great j 
for as his ^ower mcreafes, fo, m compa- 
nfon,' ours does dunuulh But our re- 
putation has fuffered much more than 
our powCTj by than means ) for by giv- 
ing up to the Nabob thofe that we had 
promifed to proteift, and feeing him, 

vn h p ffi .6 , 

without ever making a remonitrance, ru- 
bni ,11 1 In, 1 ^ , 

in dmpK efery^perfon in me country. 



-itt I ‘ ‘ 'vn , i. 

Wf jhave entirely ^o(l that reputation 

which we had,j of bcihg perions of ho- 
nor, whofe^ wor^S|and^pi^railcs 'might, 
in all cafes, be,dcpencied on , and which 
received fuch great and irreparable hurt 
by the lafli revolutiocu This kind of re- 
putation, which we Iiaie fo much fuffer- 
ed in, IS not onl} icrj dcfirable, bbt 

h ighly 
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liighly ufeful 5 but that kind of reputa- 
tion which we had, of being mafiers of 
the country, when we pleafed, would 
be equally, if not more ufeful to us, in 
keeping us in poiTeflion of our lands and 
rights, and pi eventing us from number- 
lefs broils, which a contrary opinion wilj 
bring* on us, and this has equally been 
hurt by our policy ; for the people in 
the country can never think, that our ‘ 
condudt proceeded from any other caufe, 
than an inability to help qurfelves, or 
adl other wife. 

Having confidered this, and that it 

I 

may be of fervice to our reputation, and 
in fome meafure recover us from the im- 
putation of being unfaithful to our en- 
gagements, to endeavor all in our pow- 
er (even by delay, which might be of the 
mod: fatal confequence, was it not for 
the fuperiority that we have at prefent) 
to bring about an'adjuftment of affairs 
with the Nabob, on fiich terms as have 
been propofed before; which, I hope, 
will fufficiently prevent its being thought 
in the country,' that we are altogether 

VoL. III. H dependent 
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depcnd'ent'pn the NabBb','lIthcf4fote'a- 
gHfwitb Mr^'Mamotf'in'wh'aHii jiro-' 

pdfejtocffcait' " ' 

‘ 'iK-fl f /ixt" t * ' 

Mr johmtope/ Opinion 
^ S i-r J * * - 

There is Icarce a man m tnc pro- 

Vince, that ever had any attachment to 
the Englith, or 'any ’cpnnc£bon or * de- 
pendence on themi, but has been mark- 
ed but, bn that accounty'and* facnfic^ 
by the f^abob, lh‘rbugh'‘His jSlbuiy^and 
hatred to us j mfomjath, ftat it cannot 
be faj(^, we have 'now Wt us line Inepd 
in the country, nor any to mve ua the 
lea'll intilhgence of 'v^llat paffw ridative 
to us, m th'eFe' 'tiraes of’*muble‘ 
vl'^ idarn,’is througfiburCbicyand’ Coun- 
cil 'at^atna The'^procee^ings of* the 
Nabhb In 'tiinungpofr 'oiiV^oMS Tbe 

ftobbi^ anci'impeiimenis tlirown in, tfle 
c inn, Ii-nn -,i .ill tO ,iii.ri/)i 
way ot our trade, unce j uly JaJt, with- 
j 1 - t , iprnojl i . 

out the removal orpnmihmentof any of 

the authors of theft I6ire3^"an3 diltur- 
bances The infdlen^ orders he ever^^ 
where iflhed, to turn every En^lilhman 
out of the country, that refuftd obedi- 
ence to the late regulations ThcVicn 

Icnces 
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knees and oppreffions to, which his of- 
ficers proceeded in confequence, in which 
he both juftifies and fuppoits them by- 
force of arms. The orders he has ifih- 

4 

ed, for collecting nine duty on 

opium, and on goods purchafed, that are 
produced in the country, without any 
difiiinCtion, whether for export of inland 
trade. The contemptible light in which 
he confiders the Company’s rights, in 
virtue of tlieir royal grants, and the late 
treaties^ and the intention he has fliewn, 
of reducing and confining our trade to as 
narrow liniits, and under as great diffi- 
culties, as thofe we labored under before 

, U i I ~ ■( < ( i > , I ' 

the revolution : and the open attempt he 
has now made to iniure the Company’s 

r, ■' If ift ^ 1' . I ' 

trade, by underrnining their privileges^ 
and rendering tiiem of no effeCf, in pre- 
fuming ofliis own uUwarranted authoii- 
ty to take off all duties. The attack he 
ordered to be made p‘n our faCtory, and 
feepoys near Taajepoor^ and his j unify- 
ing thefame^ and declaring his refolution 
of oppoling force by ’ force, on the like 
occafions ^ and the public threats he has 

' ' “ '' TT — ^ J 

H 2 made 
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ir^ade -O^ before Ac gomafta^j 
tirpating Acjipglifl), ifiCvep thfy pre- 
fumed jtp adf pgainft his aumils,in A- 
ti]re,)jtl^oughhcJjad bCcn pipyjop^ypn^ 
foijned IjY fb,c j Board, r Aa^ our, Chiefs 
■pould ad, byjAeiTiauAonty.-jinifj-eeing 
opr, trade \^;bcre ftoppA, ,or in repelling 
anyapfult? , or abufes of his officers |Thc 
flopping and impnlbning our, fubAdar, 
thoughj fiirmfli A wiA Ao Company s 
^uftuck, and-attackmg and kAing our 
pfofde fent to relieve him, which agrees 
pf rfeftlyi with his own declaration in his 
letter, ,Aat he, confiders things already 
brppght to a rapture) The Nabob s dilin- 
Cljrtation of entering intoidnypew treaty 
to pdjufl Acfe Afputes 1 1 The flight and 
Afdaui Jie Aetvs for that treaty by yylvich 
heiholdsjliis fubablthip His exprefsde- 
iclarationi tOiiMrj ^myatt, Aatiihe hA 
better kccp-6w3y than come to talk upon 
bufincls ' The preparauonsAat'wc’are 
infotmAiflora Patna, MoorthAabad and 
Dacca, he is evciyjwhcrc/Ahking for 
mar, withouthavlnggilen us tatisfadion, 
or an) reafon to hope.i that hc-wiU give 
•— !) us 
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us' fatisfa&ion,” on ahy’of the points we 
have laid down and irififtcd dii'.' 'All 
thefe circdtnftances, with the ftyle'ahd 
purport of his fix lafi: lett'ersj which hid 
us defiance in the ihofl. infolent and' uh- 
grateful manner, make me entirely of 
opinion, that the Nabob looks 'upon' us 
as his enemies, and waits his oppottfi- 
nity of ruining us.' That, 'from his a- 
verfion to any advances to fettle thefe 
quarrels, or credit any aifurances we'haVO 
given him of our peaceable intention^', ■ 
the mutual confidence that ought to'fub- 
fifi: betwixt us (and without which,' we 
mufi; ever be in a llatc of war, 'though 
it be not publickly declared)' is no'w lofii, 
without any well-grounded" hope lof its 
being reftoredj-Avhich - does,- and hiufi: 
tend to ‘the ^ruin of ' all commerce ; ' and, 
therefore, <!■ can neither ithink it hafei nor 
honorable,- or- that, in the Nabob’s pre- 
lent difpofition towards lis, it can pro- 
duce. any .good effedt^* that MelT. Amy- 
-att and', Hay "fibould 'proceed on the 'de- 
putation y and that till the- Nabob, by 
his behavior,' Ihews-as great.a defire and 

H 3 willing- 
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wiUingnefs to prevent thin'^ coming to 
extremes, by conAcfcenlions very diflFer- 
ejit from anj he lias Mdet,^our’otvn ho- 
nor, and the intereft a'nd’Yecufity^bf ohr 
Hpfiorable^ Mafters^affairs” ■'diftatc toufe, 
io adop\ a!nd purfue^ mott vjgorbtlfelhfea- 
iiires, and order the araSy to bV held in 
readincfs to'march i ‘ ri il r- 

A^r Haftings s Opmm ''' ' 

Though I, do not approve of the re- 
gulaUjins winch have been naoTved upon 
hjtjthe majprity^pf the Board, yet|£nce 
tl^cy are to^ take ^p^Iace, and Ijhe difpnies 
with the Nabob, upon tiiefubje&^whic^ 
pvC|OccauoP|tp tflf-ro* have been carriea 
to y^igreat^a hclght.^I Ijhink it nTCcffary 
that they Ihould he dehvered and ex- 
plained to him by^^i^dcputation from the 
Bo^d,^ andjthat Mcff ^A4iiy^U:j.and^Hay 
ihould therefore proceed, as before di- 
reeled, on jthat com|niflion ^Thi; Nabob 
has exprefled^ a defire to lee Ajir ^ Amjat^, 
and makes no other qbjeeiion a con- 
ference xyith ,^ini, on the affairs which 
have been lately debated at ^t^ie Bpard, 
than his defire to ayoid every fubjedt of 
con ten- 
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contention ; having with’ that intent con- 
fented to fuch of the ai tides as he has 
been made acquainted with. But if he 

has exceeded the intention of the Boards 

‘ ' ’ ' *• 

or not fufhciently anfwered their expec- 
tations, it IS the more neceffary, that 
fome, gentlemen be deputed to confer 
with him in peifon upon them ; it being 
a known truth, that more may be ef- 
fected by a perfbnal negotiation in one 
day, than in a month by letters. 

As to the othei part of the queftion^ 
which rfliall take the liberty to' u’ndef- 
ftand, in the terms in which it was^fiiil 
propofed^ 'viz. Whether" the' ai'my 
Ihould mardi againft the bJabob."*’ ' -I 
dectare my ehtiie diffeht'to'' fd'violehtV 
nieafiirey which' 'no^ pretence of' neceffi- 
ty canh^h^^e,’^6f jutfice^allow df^ 

It is^uhneceti^ary,becaufe itis’notihto 
Nabdb’s^power to dp'pofe any laWs^whfch 
we may prefeht to liim ; 'and f Hd 'ord'e'rs 
lately fentYo theTubordmat'e factories a're 
fufficient to''pfefefve them in full' force. 

' , The’ fame 'f eafdn might be urged' in 
proof of itshnjuftice,^ w^ere' there no o- 
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thcr aeainft it^ But when.the^abob hast 
declared his iubnyfljon to^^very jtenn 
V hreh ^ou HavV jm^fed jipoa ^um, and 
elrpoftulates^ only' for his ^ life, ^^whatever 
hisWo'tivcVc, whether o/chpiccior ne- 
cel!6tyi'4'dU:ly we' ma^^reii fetisficd 
(uch ‘a'condefcenfion, nor attempt to re- , 
dubc'him to^'lowctftateof hutmbattoD i 
I lballliSr^(I hope r, heed not) remind 
yoh*gfentlemcti^‘hf th c^earacll injunSions 
of'fke Cbtnp'aky, ’ to^abidc^j^yj^our en^ 
gagiifteriti d?iiii thelilabot, apdto^ avoid 
ter 'lhi‘’Iil?^e!£ttvmity. every "&caCon,^thati 
niiy tod hd*- another change m the go-jt 
vfl’nttttjf "*Blit'lhou!<i'it he refolved tpi- 
bri^’’'?^ith'lhl?'Nihdb, '[ hope luchgen- 
tleratfnh'S ar'e of*tH4t fcniimeht', w31 
clars ft bifdtb the lilt Hilpatchcs are' rnadp j 
to Euidpipfthat ohr 'ldoh!)?aGje hiafters 
m^'hUVe 4^’eSrlj^fio'hte"of|ii'M'^ffi-' 
bdejl and^aKe^tfie' Ipkcdie'ft'meafures to 
remc'dy-*(if jjb'ffible)'thc diforffers lyhich 
nfa^ fdlldiv'from'it 
irj dirtiirV 0/ jnton ^ j 

^MR“CARttkii cftccms the Nabobs 

.1 j i 

letters ai^uj/olcat and equivocating,! and 
^ ^ - I I 
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far 'from' giving that fatisfadmn, which; , 
we have reafon to'^bxpe&Trom him; that , 

yv .4 / - ^ f — y > I 1 I ’ 

they require ' clear liefs, and leave us- 
dduh’tful as to liis real intentions towards 


^ 'i - 


us.' That his compliance with ,our de- 
mands,' in thofe points we haveinlifled 
upon with hirh, which hejmakep a^mat-j 
ter of' much rrierit, is a .contemptuous 

^ ( ry' n i ^ 

manner of proceeding/ having, iOifedtu, -7 
ally undone to us" the advantages of-,thiSn 
very compliance, ‘ and rendered ^pu^r-^ya^- 
luable prhdleges void,^ by^a,genp^ral in^^ 
duleence granted to his iub]e6ts^and,o-. 
thers of a fre'e trade. That-his letter^tOY- 

- ... JiiO i 

Mr, Amyatt neither xonfents. tp^ porat-q 
folutely refiifes the yifit ..the Board rhaveb 
thought proper^ flipuld , bpj made' iiimJ'' 
'I^hat it IS neceffary Jhe ^bemade fullyjSc-a^ 
quamted wim yhe purport ,qf this vafit/vwn 
that the fufpicions .harboured vim his a 
‘‘ mind may be banifhedj an d^giye place. * 
“ to‘ that nope and confidence bq ought ■ 
“ to have of our particular attachment 
to him, to make him fenfibje the good 
“ of the country,' and his pyrii particu-, 
larly, is in every refpedt intended by 


I .. 
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“ It -ThatounatenOonsqrtfnd nofur-f 
“ tier, but to the fupportof,our,|ights 
“ andipnvilcgefi, in 'svhich it wopld be 
“ more becotping hni) Xo join ivith,,psy 
“ than to^bcjoffcnded at, and ; oppofc 
" thofe ftcps,' whichjWe, afc neceffanly 
“iled to take to punifli thoft that m- 
" vade them That Mr Amyatt, for 
“i all thefe delirable ends,^ intends to fet 
“,out, and,will,waitjthc,refultof,thetfe 
“ reprefentations at Coffimbuzar, and 
“ be governed by his jnfwer □ That 
in cafe of meeting a refusal to this vifit, 
ive lhall beijuftifiedl'in the ppinioniof 
theAvorld,! if we confid^tjJjim the de- 
claroj enemy of ourltiption, [and pro-- 
ceedi immediately! agamft him til ij, , 1 ,, 
Inns certainly becorping mthe mem- 
bers oft this Board,.ito ipurfn^ every hor 
norablelmethod, thjit|mayjtendJo effed 
a pcrfeflTctonciliadon tyith^me Nabob , 
and cveiy one that would conducc-to that 
end, ought not to, be negledled, iOr,]eft 
nntned Onr late revolution,^ hc^ be- 
lieves, has dpne us not much honouf^jn 
the eves of the world,_, imd pnp^cr lb 
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quickly fucc’eeding, would prove, in' 
fonie meufure, the inconftant' wavering 
ftate of our Councils 5 and motives of 
a<3:ion’be imputed to the members of this 
Board, unbecoming gentlemen and ho- 
ned: merl to be influenced by : he there- 
fore thinks it neceffary to convince the 
Nabob, of our’having force fdfRcieiitto 
fake every fatisfadtion required, but with 
no defign to' ufe it againd: his govern-' 
ment, till his refractory behaviour abfo- 
liitely compels' ’us. ' ' ’ , - 

^ ■ ' ^^'Wt.'BillersV.O//;^zV;z. 

HA-VINg Carefully examined the Nat' 
bob’s'lafh left;er,'’'as well - as thatito Mrll 
A'myattt I think' there are many: exprefk.-' 
dons in the 'former injurious' bnd im|5ro-: 
per, but'they feem'to be’ ‘mentioned rfa- 
ther thfb’’ pet' 'and padiofi,^* tlian^any in-; 
tendon of Quarrelling 'with lis." 'there- 
fore 'give if aS'ifiy opinibnf'that the ne- 
cedity there'is'^ of MelT. Aniyatf and Hay’s 
going to negotiate, ought tb be again re- 
prefented tbhirn. That at prefent his 
affairs differ as’ well as ours, and that it 
is abfolutely neceffary he fhould come to 
" ' fome 
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fomc detcnmnatioQ'; but' fhould he re- 
fufe to treat mth ds! or heir any thing 
rilatiyc to buCnifsj then'it may he 'deeiii- 
dd ah opcmdSblaralibh of war , but-with- 
oill further “cdufc than iwe have at'prc- 
fen^ Hee no netd of breaking with him ^ 
and as the Company have thoU^tt pro- 
per to dbnlifm him, we''ought’to be vc- 
^y cautious how we take fuch a ftep, ahd 
bnrig about 'Another revolutionj' for'wd 
fteiii'at prefent Ibniiwhat dbnbxiQils la 
tht tyca’oPthe'-ioUntry peopli,’ on Has'- 
jn^i'ctncluded thd' Iaft’'1How>dVer, 'our 
n^hti 'ifad''prtWleges have been lately lb 
fnTnngtS,* and’thiHgii’'fo'ciirclimllaac«lJ 
thif^it^ 18 highly rifecfflafy'lfome' fpeedy 
ttbiedp Ihriulditakc placebn I'therefoi’d 
thiikMcff Aiuyitflind Hiy hugbt'prof 
ctied’tb X!S)ffifiibazir,Uahd thcrd'wait th'e 
Ntfbob B^finahtefolves i' and'in cafe'he 
Hill perfifts irt‘ refuCng to' fee thofe gcn- 
tletncn, thd army Ihould march , but all 
mcthbds ought to be tned to bnng af- 
fairs to an Umicabli aflue, ' for the rea- 
Ibns befonimcntionbd' ' 

1 II I 1 j j I 


Mr 
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, Mr. BatfonV Opimon. 

The Nabob’s fettled inveteracy, and 
evil defigns againft us, have , long been 
manifeft to the whole country 3 but of 
late they have appeared more glaringly,, 
both from his actions and, from-his let- 
ters, which, are filled with fcorn and de- 
fiance 3 not to mention a multitude -of 
inftances, which may be produced, -si 
fiiall only take notice of - his endeavors 
to undermine and utterly deftroy the pri- 
vileges, granted us ,by the « King’s -Fifp 
maun, by exempting all other-merchants, 
of whatfoeyer -nation, from^^paying idt*-' 
ties, in order, to put thjem on, a level, y^jith 
us. His defigns, indeed are^^fo; evident, 
that the conftant'.^rtifices^ufed hy^.the 
Prefident -and Mr., Hafiiin gs to, rdilguifb 
the truth,, ^nd-^-mifrisprefent iniatters^of 
fadt,' cannot; jopnceahithemr niTJbe pafe, 
at^ prefent, feems to^be^thi^ 3.;either !>ve 
mufi: fubmitto-be reduced to thefitup,t:ion 
in which we,were^,iduring-^the time, of 
Mohabut,Jung, and, Serajah Dpwla, pr 
elfe we mufi; oblige, the Nabob to fubmit 
to us. The latter, I apprehend, from 

his 
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hiB Jate behavior, H’e fliallli^ot bcjablc 
to efFcift, unlefsiiwc can make'him feci 
our power , and, I will never be aacclTary 
or confentxng to thing that may its- 
pofc us, to the[danger|0f the former ,It 
IS njy opinion, therefor^, that |We fhould 
neglefl no means of putting ourfelvcs m 
the beft pofture, of defence, (that wc may 
be ready tp aS ip the moll^effefhial tnan- 
ner j and^ that^Majpr ^dams be accord- 
ingV defired to hold hiniiclf in rcadi- 

~‘°A' ‘ I' 'inj ijji II n 

nefs to march, .whenever it be nccelTary 
I'-thfid? ill?,r''Jllat A’my?t'i”and 

.ait ntm rnn ii > t.nn'jjq 'C , i ii , 

Hay fliould not proceed, on tlicir depu-. 

III vpueVp Ci.jitnj , a.) j, jii 
tation, as the Nabob has abfplutely ,re- 
01 oopriiFiii fiiiifli /'idlLij •'low 
fnfed to treat anth mem, and therefore 
, jl lit fiL imrlo II 7i jii Jri.? imj jir,. iit 
tnciiqmine, ivnl only eipofe us to tur- 

TIP, nito Tjrl ■'fiu'.njl IJTIIPICI 
tner coritcmpt and dcrifion, a larvc mare 

. II j,)tl , i/Cti ) inai j'lra v/on a " ; 

ot which we have, already incurred.. 
However, th^^ ffie’^aboym^^l|ill Hive 
an opportunity given hi A o^ remaining 
on amicable terms with usV^'i'proppfe, 
that our demands be oncepnore fully ha- 
ted to him by letter and that we infill 
on a diredt compliance therewith, witi- 
out ei alion or fubterfuge If he ftillVe- 

fufe 



Ill 
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fufe to' 'Comply, I think we jfliould imme- 
diately take' oiir meafures tor- crufliing 
^him'; for, 'as it is known that he is 
railing^ troo'ps, and making warlike pre- 
parations in all parts of 'the country; a 
further delay 'may be very dangerous.' ' 

' M7': Amyatt’j Opmio?i, 

I THINK the Nabob’s letters thew the 
farhe hate of rhind, which he always has 
feemed to exprefs and difcover by his 
actions, ever fiiice he has been in the 
government j and no furtlier than might 
well be expected fiom him, from having 
beVii fo long fuffered to follow his own 
will, and his whims indulged to appeafe 
hisjealoulies'.Generalcoihplaihtsadmitted 
againh our /eirants, when the oppreffions 

^ 'It-)! L t \ X ^ ^ i i 1 ' i 

which we now experience have been on 
hispart; ourbutinefs hopped, and almoh 
every where impeded, without our ex- 
erting our influence and powei;to clear it, 
becaufe we would not give him offence, or 
rnake him uneafy to moh of thefe grie- 
vances and conceflions, myfelf, with fe- 
veral members of the Board, have often 
objedted and reraonhrated, forefeeing 

that. 
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that, m the end, itnrnft create the alu- 
molity and lU-wiII, which now is come 
to pafs } and that we ihould be necefBta- 
ted by force, to aflert our own nghts, 
which he had been fo long endeavoring 
to fubvert I am too lenfible, that the 
people of the government art not to be 
fo iar trufted, as to have any pomt given 
up to them A compliance, in the moll 
tnvial matter, gives them a privilege, 
they thmk, to cxercile their authority. 
Without controul, in every thing, tho 
of ever fo much tonlcquence and detri- 
ment to the dondelcendmg party Such 
bemg the prepofleilions of the Nabob s 
mind, our mClhng on a free exertion of 
our nghts and pnvileges now, appears to 
him as an encroachment on his hber- 
ties, and a lofs to him m his duties, from 
onr trade bemg extended For this way 
of thmkmg, however, he has no jullice 
on his fide, for the lame trade, m its dif- 
ferent branches, was earned on m his 
predecefibr s time, tho not to fo great a 
degree, occafioned Iblely by the troubles 

and 
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and confufion the country was every 
vdiere involved in. 

That the Nabob would gladly make 
himfelf independent of us, and always 
fliewed fuch an inclination, endeavored 
as much as poffible to throw oif all con- 
nexions with us, and attempted to de- 
ftidy our influence with the countiy peo- 
ple, IS very evident. But v^in are all tliefe 
efforts, and to be fufpeXed the advice of 
bad and evil perfons about him for their 
own advantage-; as moft certainly he 
rnufl be convinced, his own flrength 
cannot defend him from any attempt of 
a foieign power, or reduce us' to that 
fliate of dependence, he probably has been 
taught to believe. I am apt to belie\^e, 
that fentiments have alfo been inflilled 
into him, that he might fafely interiupt 
our private trade, and that we durfl: not 
offer to check him therein, whilfl the 
Company’s remained unmolefted , where- 
as, private trade fliould be as facred as 
the Company’s, and no diflinXion ever 
known ; for that once obftruXed, the 
Company’s cannot long remain free , 
Vo L. Ill, I ^\hIch 
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wluch plainly appears, from what it has 
fuffered through the cQurfe of thpfe dif- 
putes, tho I believe no frich lofles were 
inMndediby theiNabob The Nabob s 
letters are pttplant and impertinent j they 
hkcwifc contain fome invedfaves and de- 
fiance, but flot of fpch i) nature, as if he 
felt his own ftrength fufficicnt to break 
with us I therefore think he oughtjto 
be wfotc fo once ;norc, in the terms pro- 
pofed by hfr Marriott, to convince him 
of'his error,! in thinking that we, have 
views to a change } and to infill on (his 
rccavipg our deputation, ,as thcTonly 
means lef? of(preventipg^fuch an event 
If he refufes^/o, r^onahle a,fierpand, ,1 
think, we ipay juftly,inwpret,fhc ill ip- 
tention^,tOjbc onJus Jide j,jand that we 
lhall be julhfied to the wor]dj^jin,talung 
the mod vigofous and iipped|ate mca- 
fures, for fecuring the trade anr} interell 
of our Honorable Employers in theft 
provinces As it feems to be the fenti- 
ment of the majority of the Board, I lhall 
willingly proceed the length of ColTim- 
buzar, and there wait the Nabob s anfwer 

Major 
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does not coiitr^di£b;5norui:cftifo!to com- 
ply ^yith' thcrp j, dtps notito ^bejwonder- 
ed, ithat hcicomplamsiand rcmpnfldates, 
afid ivrntes jvjth (jUthlimour.itfincciit is 
cdftam.i thatilthcipnvilegesnwhich ithc 
miyontyiof itheiEoard have rcfolvcd^now 
to inCft on, are greater than ever were 
before infifted on, lor thaniWe|Wcre ever 
admitted to, by any former Nabob, even 
JaffierjAllee ,Cawn, wdio pohtively rc- 
lufed to let usihave a faSory at, Chitta- 
gong, muchilefs would he permit us to 
.carryi on our, trade cuftom-ffee m all 
'parts) and in all articlesji i il /o , 
^SuprosiNG, therefore,' thatithe, de- 
manded rightsibe really and tnilylgrant- 
•cd and intended us by theFirpiaun, whiCh 
hoitcver IS ,pot iray opimon j yet jWith 
refpea: toithe Nabob, .the )nfiftmg/onnt 
IS an mnovation, which he may very na- 
turally complain of) as itpccafions a great 
lots in that part of the revenue procecd- 
ingfrom the cuftoras He laysimdced an 
entire lofs for which reafon,iutO avoid 
further difputes on the fubjed) heihas 
given orders for taking off a^ cuftoms in 
general Of 
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Of this' Older the majoiity of the 
Board Oomplain with equal vehemence, 
and have rcfolvcd to infift'on his taking 
cuRoms from other merchants, in the 
iifual manner, altho’ not from us." This 
is to form part of the commilhon to Mcf. 
Amyatt and Hay, as well as the difcuf- 
Rng the privileges of the Firmaun. 

The fccond icfolution of the Board 
has not yet been made known to the Na- 
bob, who conceiving there is nothing 
moic to be faid about cuRoms, after he 
has entirely aboliRicd them ; and having 
been advifed from the Boai d, that MeT- 
Amyatt and Hay were deputed to regii - 
late the affair of the cuRoms, therefore 
he anfwers; that their coming is unne- 
' ccRary. In every other refpeft, his letter 
to Mr.’ Amyatt is written m an hand- 
fome and fuitable ‘manner; 

' With rcfpcdl to the' prefent litua- 
tion of affairs between us and the Na- 
' bob, it is thisi Wherever the Compa- 
ny’s bufinefs, or that of their fervants, 

' fufferedany interruption, our forces have 
been 'employed to remove Rich obRrnc- 

I 3 tions. 
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Hons, and feize thoft officers'of-’the go- 
vernment who 'd^liondd -’thitii', we 
have cleared dur buffiiels, and takeii ofir 
6wn 'latisfaillion, 'and left the Nabob' on 
the fufFenng bdei ’and a viry great’ fuf- 
fetcr he will undoubtedly be for it is 
■n ell klnown, that the zemlndafs,’ collec- 
tors, -and other officers of the country 
gmemment, when they fee a likelihood 
of troubles, and their Mailer s power on 
the decline, never fail to make hfe of the 
'opportunity of keiping back their fents 
^■’’The NdbBb’s' letters 'are th6re''of, a 
difpairin| min, who has dna^ined to 
‘him'felf, that the'Board, or the^nlajon- 
ty bf them, have deteiinmed'al all events 
'to bierlhrdw his" 'govemmefai, ■'let lilm 
do ‘what he 'Ivill, and fubrail nedcr lb 
palicntly t6*’th'iir' refoliitidns "To'this 
Hate of his mindl'lnanj of the petulant 
cxprSffionfe, odd the anxiety hvhitli ap- 
pears through his 'letters, Ihonldbe at- 
tributed, and proper allowances made 
iVhile we arc left m qliiel pofleffion of 
the countries affigned to tht Company, 
and their trading buCnefs alfo it- cafntd 

on 
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our troops at Patna, to have endeavored 
t^hayc cut off io confidcrable^a part of,( 
our force , jin&ad of which, hia retiring , 
to *Monghecr, ps a proof with ^e, |tl^at 
he will fubmit to any thing, rather than 
come to 'h’olhhties with us 

And I think we ought equally to dc- 
fire to prefcrvfc the peace and tranqmhty 
of the coudtry, and amicably to accom- 
modate the points m dilpute, for which 
purpofe, r think, no method lb proper, as 
tlic 'deputation propofed to difcufs thof« 
points ' ^he Nabob s laying, , that if 
Mr Amyati's bulinefi is to dilpute upop 
the^ dr{icles''of tuftoms, ,he ha(jl|j,betteT 
nof'itbliife', as is^a poin\ ^alrcadj; fet- 
tled, aooljflune cufloms in m- 

.1 j.4l I ^ ll.J ^ ' _5 , 

ncfil' isi^ot,mm^o^mion^tobeipgardcd 

as 'd rt&lS ^fe^^eat with Mr Amyatt, 
di u 15.1 ' < jduliM I 

upon thcf ^njiatters contained^Di the in- 
llrnftionsl t’o jVTr Hay apd ^him from 
the'Board,, and iiiiich having, pevcr yet 
been conimumcated to the Nabob, it 
lonfequcntly cannot be faid, Aat he has 
refufcd to difculs them 


I THINK, 
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I Tiiil^K, therefore, that jt would be 
moll: expedient to write to the Nabob, in 
anfwcr to liis lad letters to thi*^ cflc«fl. 
“ That the alarms, m all parts of the 
country, mud be attended \\ ith a very 
creat lofs and detriment, both to his 
affairs and the Company’s, and a 
breach of the friend ffn’p between us, 
infallibly enfue, if the ncccffary regu- 
“ lations for carrying on our bufincfs, 
'' and fettling the points in dilputc, be 
not immediately concluded. That as 
'' a proof of our dcfirc to avoid coming 
“ to extremities, we appointed Mefl'. 
‘‘ Amyatt and Hay to confer with him, 
“ as the mod elfecdual method of regu- 
“ lating affairs with dilpatch. That he 
ought to regard fuch our appointment 
of two gentlemen of the Board, as the 
dronged mark of our friendfliip, and 
a compliment paid him ^ and that if 
'' he diould refufc to tieat with them, 
it can be regarded in no other light, 
** but as a declaration of his intentioa 
to come to a rupture witli us.” 


And 
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And I think Mr Amyatt might him- 
felf wnte to the Nabob, to the fame por- 
pofe, and wait his anfwer, either at Cal- 
cutta, or Cnflhnbazar But if the Board 
Ihould determine, that Meff Amyatt jmd 
Hay fl iall not proceed accordmg to then- 
appointment, then, I think, that a let- 
ter Ihould be wrote to the Nabob, upon 
the plan of their inllni(9ionE, demand- 
ing eveiy- thing thereby dircfled to be 
demanded, and reqmrmg a plam, expli- 
cit, and final anfwer, upon every article 
jt MoUldiberanmnprecedented thing to 
employ force, for the obtainmg any pomt, 
until a friendly application has been 
made and rejcfled i > ' ' ' 

' OpfTwtn <f tie M^ohty 

The minority of 'th'i^ Bdard b'eing of 
opiilion, that the Nabob fliodld be again 
Wrote to, to infill on his receiving the 
intended deputationfor Ircatmg nponbu- 
Uncfs j and that Mefl" Aniydtt and Hay 
Ihould proceed to, and Wait his anfwer 
at Cofiimbuzar 


'B.efoluUon 
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Refohition in Confequence. 

Agreed, that the Prelident do addrefs 
him to die effedl cxpreffed in his own 
and Mr. Marriott’s minutes, and plainly 
acquaint him, that a refufal to comply 
with the demand therein contained, can 
be regarded in no other light, than a de- 
claration on his hde, of his intention to* 
-come to a rupture with us.” 


SECTION XII. 

The Deputation of Meff. Amyatt and 
Hayj their Proceedings and other 
Occurrences, to the Death of Mr, 
Amyatt. 

N 

^he Board’s Injiru^ions to Mejf. Amyatt 
a?id Hay. — Mr. Vanfittart’r Diffent . — 
Syed Buddul Cawn, one of the Nabobs 
Officers, feized at Luckypoor, and fent 
to Calcutta . — Produces Mahomed Al- 
ice’ j- Orders. — Orders in Confequence to 
the Factory at Dacca to feize htm.'^ 
Reafons for Mr. Vanlittart’r pining in 
that Order. — Probable Motinjes of the 
Nabob ’r ConduB, in refpeSi to Maho- 
med 
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"mcd Alice — Remarkable Jnjianees of 
Prepojfejpan on the Fart of the Nabob, 
and oj the Council m tvo Letters , one 
from the Nabob, and the other from 
Coffimbuzar, uponfalfe Report/ — De- 
late upon the laft Letter, determined 
by a fecond Letter from Coffimbuzar 
— Plan of Operations in Cafe bf a War 
— Debate upon the Orders to be Jent to 

Patna Letter from the Chief and 

Counal at Patna, gruing an Account of 
the Preparations mahtig by the Nabob s 
Officer there — Mr Johnftoner fur- 
ther Minute, Pelatsve to bis 'Accufatun 
of Mr Vanfltfart, of making a private 
Agreement •unthtbe’^dbah — Mr Van- 

fittart s Anfoer 7W Letters from 

the Nabob — Debate upon them — Re- 
folutwn in Confequence, that Mejf A- 
myatt and Hay Jhould proceed on tbeir 
Deputation — Letter from the Chief and 
Counal f Patna, containing News of 

’ InfurreBions in that Province — Re- 
marks upon it — 'The Nabob j Letter to 
the Company — Letter from the Chief 
and Counal of Patna, eoihplainmg of 
tbar not bang allowed fuller Powers — 
Remarks upon st — JuggOtfeet and biS 
Brother earned Pnfoners to the Nabob 
—‘The Nabob s Reply to Mr Vanfit- 

tart s 
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tartV ^emonfirance in their Behalf . — 
Mahomed Ailee feized, and Jent to 
Calcutta. — Letter Jrom Mejf. Amyatt 
and Hay, givmg an Account of their 
f if Interview with the Nabob. — 
nion of the Nabobs Difpofition at this 

Time. Boats with Arms for Patna, 

fopped by the Nabob at Monghepr.^ — 
Mr. Amyatt demands theirRekafe with- 
out Effeli. — The Nabobs Reafons for 
detaining^ them. — Letter from Mejf. A- 
myatt and Hay, with a Copy oj their 
Demands prefented to the Nabob, and 
his Anfwers, — Two Letters from Mejf. 
Amyatt Hay, advifng that the Arms 

were Jitll detained. — Two Letters from 
the Nabob, complaining agataji Mr. El- 
lis, and demanding the Removal of our 
Troops from Patna. — Letter from Mr. 
Amyatt to Mr. Vanfittart, containing 
the Nabob^j ObjeBtons to, the Demands 
of the Board . — jbTr. VanlittartV Opinion 
'Upon the further. Infir uSiions Jo be font 
to Mejf. Amyatt and H^y.^-^-Debate and 
Refolutions of the Board,. — Difcreiional 
Bawers ^given. to the Chief and Council 
of Patna,' — Mr. HaftingsV Dijent . — 
Letter fom Mr. Vanfittart to the Se- 
cretary, containing hisObjeBion and fur- 
ther Opinion, — Frefio Refolutions there- 
upon. 
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Mon ; — Letters from Mejf Amyatt and 
Hay, with their Opinion that a Rap- 

I ture 'teas unavoidable Tico Letters 

from Mr EUis, giving an Account of 
the Defertion of two hundred of our See~ 
pays'— Adther Letters from Mejf Amy- 
I att and Hay, confirming their former 
•—Further Jtefolutions for \tbe Dtjpof- 
>tionief the Froops in Cafe cf a PLar 
Dtbates concerning the future Govem- 
ri ment of the Country m futh^a Cafe — 
-M. Letter from Meff hsv.joXl.'and Hay, ad- 
vifng of the Nabob s Declaration, that 
be 'would ^t an End to (he Conference, 

I n if we did hot recall , our Troops from 
,, Patna — 'Lictter from Mef Amyatt dnd 
j "Roy, p^tfmg that fbe^oHacdo bad re- 
teafed (he Boats of Anns, and confented 
lo treat — Strong Report} 'of Jdofihites 
begun at Pdtna — Our Dkuks' fiif^ed 
— Two Letterst from' the FloLioh'i'tbe 
r fiflK-urgmgttbeSRemoval either \ tf ^(Asr 
I , Troops proipfotia, ^r Mr (EWs^from 
, tbe^ Cheffnp^ ^tbe otber^^xprejji^g^a 
ConvfSion, that' was bent up- 
on ait'oAking l}!e’'Ctty^ of 'and 
that our Correfpondi) ci was came to an 
End — The' Army ordired I to march — 
Advice from Mr Amyatt, that heard 
bis Party ^wexe/urroundtd, and tbeBoats 

of 
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vf Anns ngnhl popped. — Repot t ftoDi 
Hn an raSy ihit l^atna 'icns taken by oar 
Troops, — E xpJanafion o/Ti/r. Vanfittart’j 
Gondudi, — His Mhmtc, declaring kns 
Refolution to quit the Govci mnenty as 
foon as the JVarJJmild be ended. — Fur-- 
' ther Debates concerning the futui c Go- 
^cernment of the Country. — Refolution of 
the Board to re-cfabhjh Mccr Jallier. 
•^Ad^'dicc from ikfr. Amyatt, of hishav^ 
sng kft Monghcer, and from Coflim- 
buzar^ of his Party being atiackedy and 
himfelf killed. 

M ess. Amyatt and Hay took their 
leave of the Board tlie 4th of A*- 
pril, having received from them the fol- 
lowing inftrudtions, which were drawn 
up from the opinions of the majority. 
And I figned them with the reft of the 
’Board, conforming herein to the efta- 
hlifhed rule of all the Company’s govern- 
ments 3 which is, that' every member 
ftiall fign the public orders and records, 
'entering his diftent, where he differs 
from the opinion of the majority in the 
'confultations." It v/ill be remembered, that 
I had formerly ftron^y infifted upon the 
-obfervance of this rule, when Meff. A- 

mvatt 

I 
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layatt and Ellis refilled to Sgn the order 
of the Board, and fubfcnbcd their diffcnt 
to them , and it was therefore the more 
necellary I Ihould comply with it on all 
occaCons myftlf 

Copy of the InftruBtons to Mejf Amyatt 
andHti-y T)oteo{ M^rth 28, 176^ 

“ T^IR'ST, The trade of our faQones 
on bchalfof theCompany, aswell 
as the inland trade, earned on by the a- 
gents and gomaftahs of Enghfli mer- 
chants, having, for feme months pall, 
met with the greateft interruptions m 
all parts of the country, from the officers 
of the Nabobs government, and this 
having further proved the fource of nu- 
merous difputes and complaints on both 
lides, wehavehadundcrourconfideration 
the fettling of certain rules, agreeable to 
our lelpcdiivc rights and pretentions, 
whereby to carry on our trade, and be 
the means of preventing fuch diiputes 
from happening in fu,ure In thefe pomts 
we have already cometolome refolutions, 
and having the greateft reliance on your 
abihtics, prudence, and zeal, as well for 

thp 
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the intereft of our Honorable Mafters, 
as for the welfare and good > of the com- 
munity, we have thought proper to de- 
pute you', to make known' to the Nabob 
thofe refolutions. 

Secondly, In the firft place, you mull 
again acquaint the Nabob, 'that the re- 
gulations made with him by the Prefi- 
dent being difapproved,' are of courfe 
become void, and you are therefore to re- 
demand the letter which contained them. 
You are alfo to-infift, in cafe he has . not 
before iffued fuch orders, that^he'do re- 
voke all the 'orders which he feht to his 
officers, in confequence of the faid regU'- 
lations ^ and inform them,that trade' isdn 
every refpe6tto goon in its ufual channel, 
'Until he (the Nabob) ‘has fettled with 
' you thebulinefs of your deputation.' ' ^ 

- Thirdly^' Accompanying this, you 
will receive Engliffi and'Perfian' copies 
of the Firmaun, hufbul-hookums and 
treaties, on which we found'our right to 
. a free trade. ‘ Thefe we have' concluded, 

' give us an indifputable privilege to carry 
on oui trade, -as 'well foreign as ‘inland, 

" throughout 
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throughout the provinces of this fubah, 
free of any dutieito the cohntiy govern- 
ment You I muft therefore icarefuUy 
and clearly eiplam to the Nabob the te- 
nori and fnbftance of thefc grants, and 
the juflace (that it i follows we have 'on 
our dlde for abiding thereby i i 

Fourthly, When you have fully af- 
ferted, and convinced theNabob of thefe 
our nghtsiand privi]eges,iiyou ivill make 
kuown to him the refolution of the Coun- 
cil the 2d inftfuit, for allowing ihim .a 
duty on fait, with onr rnotifesi ttiereto 1 
Firft, betaufe frorfiigenerkl informations 1 
taken, it appears, thatlthirfiaificle ha^,-( 
from culVAm alwajlsipaid 'a certain tho 1 
unfetUed duty Secondly ,>ibeca'ufc it JS’ 

not bur ihteriuon,' through la tooifcru- 
pulouE aflcrtion of our rights,! ito detri- 
ment or diminifli the reiendes of his go- 
vernment , dr in any rcfpei 9 r>Ieflen to him 
the advantages reaped at lour hands by 
his predeceflbrs That allowing thefe 
fentiments to weigh with us Us far as our 
regard for the lUterefts of our Employ- 
ers and the toriimunity, and for' the te- 
nor of our faid grants, will polTibly ad- 
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mit; we have refolved to allow him (the 
Nabob) a fixed duty on the article of fait, 
after , the rate of two and half per centi. 
on the r6wana price ; but, as we haye no 
grounds for_ extending this confideratiom 
further, we cannot admit of duties being 
levied on any other article of trade' what -- 
Ibever. ^ “ 

- Fifthly, 'To afcertain the payment 
of this duty,' and at the fairie time'main^ 
tain in its full force the authority of the 
Englifii dufiiuck, the article of fait flialf 
be circulated t equally with other article^- 
bythe means bf a dufhuck, -land-be lia-T 
ble fo rio' farther fcrutiny or, interruption, 
provided the buxbunder’sor fhahbunder’s'l 
receipt . foijthe aforementioned, duty ap- * 
pears properlyb^granted andt entered pn- 
the^back. thereof, ,,,c . Ti' ,/o'L- 

' t^SixiTHLYj-^For regulati'ngdntfuture.the 
conduct oBour Agents and gomafi:ahs,,and 
the officers 'and dependents- of the % Na- 
bob’s government, With refp'ed; to inju- 
ries committed 'bn either 'fide, and dif- 
putes.which.may^ahfe between them, we^ 

- have fagreed rion 'thci following rules, ^ 

■ ' 'c'fiiocf ' -- fj.', which 
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whicii you muft intimate to the Nabob j 
and as we think they will eveiy w ay an— 
fwcr the ends prapofed, you muft ac- 
quaint him, that they are therefore to 
be punftually obterved* 

iSeventhly, The Nabob having late- 
ly affefted an ignorance of the nature of 
this government, and the powers of the 
Council, the Prefident in his abfwer en- 
deavored to fet him nght on that head, 
but It will ftftl be neceflary, that you a- 
gam explain this matter perfonally to 
him bv comnuflion from the Board, that 
a future pretenlion of the like ignorance 
may not he the means of dctnmenting 
our affairs 

EiChthly There further appears, in 
the courfe of his correfpondencc certain 
exprcffions, which imply a diffidence of 
the friendftiip of ftvcral fnimbcrs of the 
Council towards him Tins ill fotindedi 
fufpicionjou muftufc tour moft ftrenu- 
ous endeavors to rcmoie and on the 
contrary to convince him, that we ftiall 
always, with one voice, agree in ever) 

' refpcift 

* -Kctc were entered the regulation, on in 

conTultation of March 5, la page i, of tint \ ol 
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reipcd to afiifl: and fuppoit him in his 
government, provided no attempts aie 
made towards the mfrinn-ment of onr 

o 

lights and privileges^ but tliat frOiii aju/l 
obfeivation of them, and a Heady obe- 
dience to the repeated oidcrs of our Ho- 
norable Employcis, we can never tame- 
ly put up with attempts that Iiatc in the 
fmalleft degree fuch a tendency. 

Ninthlv, With refped to the regu- 
lations for trade, we think it will be the 
moft proper method to have our rights 
acknowledged, and the propofals agreed 
to by fomc public writing, under the 
Nabob’s own hand and fcal, taking care, 
that there aie no expredions inferted in 
it, contrary to the fenfe. we entertain of 
our rights by our former grants or trea- 
ties, or that may tend to invalidate them* 
To fuch a writing you may accede, re- 
ferving to us the power of fnally rati- 
fying the fame. 

Tenthly, As wc think it abfolutely 
necelfaiy, both for the intereH of our af- 
fairs, and the Nabob’s, to have a gen- 
tleman in the fervice refident at his Court, 
VoL. in. K 


we 
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Un " It / HI f ^ ^ 

we have appointed Mr Tho AxnpHlett 
j to accompany yoUjOn this deputation, 
rand .afterwardsi remain witk the Nabob 
, in that capaaty ,„You,will therefore m- 
tro^uce. him to^^tlje Nal^ofij accordingly j 
and acquaint him^ that all ^ tranladhons 
between him and us are, after your de- 
partufe, tp^ie carried on by this refident, 
and that all orders which arc to be iffncd 
thro the country relative to the Engkfh, 
nioft be firftpndmatcd to,^ Md approv- 
, cd by him At,ypur departure you will 
, leave in change fo Mr Amphlett anj^ part 
f of t)iefejinltruGion6^,which*you mi} not 
lie able tq fiiii£h,f)aijd^ive|hjinri^^uch fur- 
tlierdircdhonsasyou may think ncccflary 
, El.E\ENLy, Haying hai repeatcil in- 
of tl^p^Jldifpipbtion, an^ bad^be- 
ha\ jor of Mahopqed Aj|ce,j' tile coUcSor 
of the Dacca diftnfts, we have inclofcd 

/' k)' 4 II lu - 

■you a particular proor pt it jn|Copies of 

Icftcrs which he wrote to^ S}ed|Buddul 
Cawn , and lye muftdefire that you will 
inUft on his being difiniircB from Ins of- 
fices, and obliged to make reparation for 
all the lolTcs he has been the occafion of 

lince 
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fince the beginning of thefe diflur- 
bailces. 

T wELF T HE Y , Thcordei S by which we 
took pofTelTipn of the lands, being only 
Aiimulnamas, we muft “dofire that you 
will apply to tlie Nabob for prbper jag- 
lieery funnuds, to confiim the' Compa- 
ny’s right to the three provinces.' 

Thirteenthly, You muR likewife 

' demand fiom the Nabob, payment of a 

fum of money, which Mahomed ' Reza 

Cawn difbuifed out of the revenues' of 

the Chittagong pi ovince, on account of the 

Tippra expedition 5 to 'inftrudt you in 

which, we have ordered 'the particulai*s to 

be ttanfniitted yoii, by the'accomptant of 

the commRtee of lands.' ' ' 

* 

Fourteenthly, Since We began to 
draw up thefe inftrudions, we have re- 
ceived intelligence of the Nabob’s having 
publifhedafunnud, containing an exemp- 
tion of duties on eveiy kind of trade, 
for the fpace of two years. Copies of 
this funnud,"and a perwannah which ac- 
companied it to Nobit Roy, the Naib 
of Patna, you will herewith receive. And 

K 2 


as 
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ttsjfye arc , of opinion, f, that thijjftcpiis 
taken with a dcfign (o prejudice the Com- 
panyrj tradipgubHlinefSy and connteraiS 
the , rpcafprcs,! ivc,fhave been,[hithErto 
taking for the welfare of itrade in gene- 
ra],! we. defitcj that, you will infill oni 
the Nabobs revoking that funnud, and 
coUeamg dhties as before ' 
(fFiPj-EENTHin , We further tranfiiut 
you copy of a minute entered, on this 
day sconfiiltapop.fiy MelT Jphnftoneand 
I^ay^ and wc defire you y??!!] make the 
inq[uiiy thcreip/ecommepded ’ 


InjlnStms to !&j 2 ^"j^myatt 
^ 'ani^ Hay JbateJ A'ptif i > ‘ 17^3 

ihjq M 1 ^ M ffjiJj ¥j/l(tS 

“ fr'HEJall^Jtttcrsrtccivcdjfromfhe 
. -fi. Nabob,, having been„debatcdjOn 
at the Board, ,and, it bcangj^ef5rmined, 
that you IhaH pfocced. to ,Collimbtizar, 
and there Vi ait his anfwer to another let- 
ter, the Prefident has Wrote him , we 
now addrefs yop thefe further mfinic- 
tions on fome points, which have oc- 
curred fince we concluded thofc before 
drawn up , . , I u 

By 
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■ By letters from Patna we arc advifed 
of tlie great want they arc in of ficcas, 
for carrying on the inveftment, and of 
the inconvenience and lofs whicli arifes 
from the exchange of money. W c have 
likewife often received letters on this 
fubjedt, from Coflimbuzar and the otlicr 
fadlories. We therefore dcfire that you 
will endeavor to pievail on the Nabob, 
to flrike in his mints only one fpccies of 
rupees, to be current throughout his go- 
vernment, without any batta, fo long as 
they do not diminifli in weight. But if 
you cannot effedluate fuch regulations, 
you muft reprefent to the Nabob, in the 
ilronged: terms, the great impediment 
which our bufmefs fuffers, from the 
backwardnefs of the '{lirofFs, to exchange 
and circulate the Calcutta ficcas 5 and 
therefore get him to id'ue peremptory 
orders to the ihroffs'and otheis, for ef- 
fedli^atihg the currency of the lupees 
coined in our mint, that our bufmefs 
may no longer fuffer fuch interruptions 
and Ioffes fiom this fource ^ and alfo pio-* 
cure his orders for coming three lacks 

, K 3 ■ of 



' < ' ' jlAfL ' 

134 A Narrative of the 
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o£jupccs annually, in eachjOfrfjK^jtmnts 
of Dacca, arid Patna, foi^^fhe f^rv,^cc^of 
thcfa&jncs -i,'iWQ, are, informed jofjan 
attack iriade on, a fub^dar, and fifty fcc- 
pbyriV by a body of fhcgNabob S|troops^^ 
from TckSrryi for, the partioular^ of 
the affair, we refer you to the copy 
of a' "fatna letter, which you will here- 
writlf ’receive; and' we dcfirc,Jthat you 
will require fahsfaifiion againft the offi- 
cef* who conunarided them,’ for declar- 
ing he had the Nabob’s brderi, to cut 
all Englifh feejioys to pieces, 'wherever 
th^y ibirdfiiund ,1 for having the ,info- 
IfcnCe to propofe to oilr party, that he 
wbuld let them go, if they, would fleh- 
verriji thiinahns'and oloathingti and on 
theiri refufalpfbnibeginningi ap, attack 
upbm thiirijiiwhereby lan havaloar was 
'killed, I andifoifr feepoys, wounded 1, Tou 
mull furthir idfifl* thatithis fatisfaifiion 
be a public and cxcdiplaiy) pdnifhmcnt 
befbrciyou, orielfcy that hq be (lehvercd 
up to us to betned and punilhc(l , 

We likewifc tranfinit' you'fqmq, ac- 
counts of Ioffes, which certain gentle- 
men 
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men have fuftained in their trade by the 
late difluf-bances and in'tenuptions, the' 
amount oi which, you'muft require of 
the Nabobs to 'caufe hi 3 bfficeis to make 
good} and whatever accounts of the fame 
nature may hereafter be received, fliall 

likewife be forwarded to you.” ' ' -y ' 

) 

" ' . ( 

The' ai tides concerning oui right to 
an unlimited free trade, appearing to me 
very unjuft,- 1 thought proper tq enter 
my diftent to that- part of the inftruc • 
tions, which I did as follows. , , 

/ * f I 

Prefident’r 1 ![/ 

■' THE-Prefident obferves,> that although 
he fighs thefeinftrudionsyin-Gonfoimity 
to The ^opinion of- the,, majority* of rrthe 
Board, he-diflerits to^the third- and; four- 
teenth paragraphs} which contain .a claim 
of a right to a free trade-in ^11 (articles, 
whether* 'ior foreign or inlands rade^i ) and 
ofdefsTor infilling^ orinthe Nabob's < re- 
voking the funnud,- for 'an exemption of 
duties,'* fo'rThn feafons'hiore particularly 
mentione'd^ln-cdnfuliations the' ift and 
24th 'of"^ March r--: - ‘it 

K' >''4 . - !oi !o j Some 
3^5} n. and page 72 , of this Vol, 
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Some tune before this, iSjtd Bnddul 1 
Catvn, the Nabob’p^ officer ^at [Lucky- > 
poor, ^having placed) a jguard, upon 'the i 
hVuft of" one ^^ahomcd Gazy^ jwho had 
formerly been m the fcryicc of, the fac- 
tory , Mr ^Middleton, , the ,provifional 
chief of the faSory, wrote to h'tn) ide- 
fnng him to rclealc therpiap, which 
Syed BuJdul Cityn reWed, andfent him 
a copy of an order, which he had re- 
ceived for that purpofe, from Mahomed 
AHee In this order," befides the de- 
manda of ffie ^government uponrMaho- 
nied Gay ^agtunft Which wc yould have 

ha^ no obieflions) tms evtraordmary rea- 

7(11 >1 ' m y y , •' 

ton was addcdj^ipr^Mllmghmi tp an ac- 

coupt,^ iat bj^^had^been ip thc.pngldh 
theu- de- 

figfis ag^ft^the govermpeptr (The m- 
folence of thi^^piyffipnjcjeterpiined thp 
Board to ^eyhCipartiof Mahpmed Ga- 
zy^ and Mr ly^ddleton was accordingly ‘ 
dircdled to feize Syed Buddul Cawn, and 
fend him to palciitta., and, at the fame i 
time, a letter \tas wrote to the Nabob, 
mfihipg on his punilhmg Mahomed Al- 

lee 
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Ice. Mr. Middleton, in confcqucncc of 
tliefe oidcrs, immediately fcizcd Syed 
Buddul Cawn, and fent him a pnfoncr 
to Calcutta, where he ai rived tlic latter 
end of the month of Maich. Being 
brought before the Boaid he exculpated 
himfelf, by producing feveral letters from 
Mahomed Alice, the moft infolcnt of 
which I lliall here infeit. 

jp? om Mahomed Allec to Syed Buddul 

Cawn. 

agreeable letter is arrived, 
A I fully underfland the particu- 
lars contained therein, and from the hir- 

• ^ I 

carra like\\dfe, I leained the account of 
the villainies of tlie Erigliili in Lucky- 
poor. r have' written preffingly to Aga 
Mahomed Nizatti, and Samadah, and 
Aumur Sing, and Jungul Sing, to repair 
all of theiri with their people unto you. 
I have alfo fent peiwannahs, with the 
utmofl difpatch,' unto the zemindais of 
Bilwat, Baboopoor, &c. and I have taken 
engagements from every zemindar’s vac - 
keel, about Luckypoorj that tlieir maf- 

ters. 
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ters, the zemindars,) will iattciJ| upon 
you, and aft- as ypu ihaU. dircfl them It 
bchoveS|you, with the utmoft, difpatch, 
to repair thither immediately, and bloc- 
kade the paffages for going in and com- 
ingiout on all tides of Luckypoorj, and 
place tlrong centinels, that no perfon 
whatever may pafs or repafs to and from 
Luckypoor,and thata foul docs not efcape 
Of thofe who claim the Enghfh protec- 
tion, and make ufe of their name, take 
two or three and crucify them, and feizc 
their houfes and effeiflE Lay hold of 
their wives and children, and fend 
thfcm tlraitway to me. Be fore not to 
fail in this rcfpeft, his excellency haying 
honored me with his orders to this pur- 
pofc, as yourtnuft btimformcd-from the 
copy of the Governor s engagement, and 
of his excellencys pcrwannah, ,in con- 
IcqUencc, which I heretofore, fent you, 
and do not rcntcrtain the Icafl diffidence 
Regard this my Ibort letter, jn the light 
of a thoufaild letters, and aft according- 
ly Moreover; 'let guards be placed to 
keep a good look-out about Luckypoor, 

and 
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nncl the parts adjacent, until the Nabob's 
orders arrive, wlien they will proceed to 
ad as I fliall write to you. At prcfenl 
furioundit on all Tides, and keep a con- 
flan t watch. 

You will take extraordinary rrood care 
of the Europeans at Luckypoor, that they 
get no intelligence fiom any of their de- 
pendents, either by land or water , and 
for fecunty you will fend 200 men, with 
a commander, whom you can roly upon, 
and dircd them, above all thing.s, to be 
ready for adion both night and day." 

Such a declaration of his inveteracy 
to the Englifli, as was cxprclfcd in thefe 
letters of Mahomed Alice's, and the 
many inftanccs which he had given of 
it throughout his whole condud, from 
his firfl appointment, juflly breited the 
indignation of the whole Board-. The 
mofl violent readily feized this occafion, 
to infer a fixed 'refolution in the Nabob 
to break with us j and that the appoint- 
ment of fuch a man as Mahomed Alice, 
with fuch extraordinaiy powers, and his 
' condud 
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coriduft ih ilje exicution of'thcto. Were 
only m'coAfcqufnce of thaf’refolution It 
was’ therefore warmly lirged to'*Jltcvent 
tlie^Nibob-^ Aefignsf'by declaring ‘im- 
jliedidtc'' War t^alnft hita 
'Tuii ftntimfcnW iio^evtri ‘was op- 
poied''bya majority of thi Board, who 
j‘udgcd*'it"In6ft prtiptr, in the ‘prelent 
circuriiftinctt, f6 rtgird the- infults as 
pAofceidin^ pcrfonaUy frfim' Maholhed 
AUeej andi to 'chalhzcihim' fordtour- 
felVeSiJ tfihec ihc Nabob',’ tb ’whom' iVe 
haiJlrepeatedly complained againlbhlm, 
had' hithertd afforded us no fedrefs i and 
thAt 'the iChief andi Council 1 at Dacca 
lliould bi ordered te leize.catid'fend him 
do'rni prifoner to'CalcnttaUi' ' ‘ ^ 

I' In'' thisoftltemiitivdll’ icalily jimed,''’ ai 
well 'In the hopes of yetprerdhlihg a ni- 
inOul' and unjufhfiAble Vai^ ^as ftom the 
conViCbbb'of'the violent ahd incendiary 
fpint! of Mahomed AU 4 c j whO,’if fuffer- 
ed toWft longer with impiihity, ' I law 
Would put It Out of my powAr, or even 
of thd Nabob s, to prcferve peice between 
us It IS liiic,' that the Nabob, ’ in anfwer 
I to 
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to the demand of the Board for, his dif; 
miffion, declared, fhat he, had removed 
hirh from his employment, and fummon- 
ed him, to ihis prefence but as he ftill 
continued at Dacca, and the .Nabob had 
always endeavoured to vindicate his con- 
dud, it was much to be feared, .that he 
would not only efcape the punifliment 
he deferved, but perhaps be continued 
in his authority, and have Bis' hands 
ftrengthened with fuch frefh powers, ' as 
might make it dangerous to attempt, af-f 
terwards -to call him' to an account.: ^The 
Nabob’s behaviour 'Upoir thisMOccalion, 
may be eafily^ .accounted for,?from the, 
precarious' 'htuation in which he flood 
with the EngliChi, -,,When-i 4 uwas (With 
him at Mpngheer he alTured me, f that if 
the complaints; winch weip.theu’ alledg- 
ed againft Mahomed^AHeo.^pon .enquiry 
proved ^true,' he would both, difmifs, him 
from rhis fery ice, arid feverelyrp.Unifh him. 
The fame affurance . he .gave me with re- 
fped to Sheer, Allee^ the fougedar.of 
Pqorneea,,-\yho had been guilty of the 
like enmity and mifbehaviour to theEng- 

hdi 
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li£h dependepts m jiat aadjit is 

T very profjabljorlJiat hcjvagdppere^yi ihie 
declaration (:Iiat_tinie^jfipec Juf mtereft 
ivvas jnoft matcria|lyjCOpC9medjin remov- 
-ong/eVdiyicanfCjofidilagrecmcnt from be- 
iIwcdniUSupButaWhcn, hcipercfivcd the 
^ dlrong oppqfitionj formed againfl him by 
I th^)gen*ral ^iTcmbly of the Coupedj and 
vrthat thd- defignjof his epeipies was leyel- 
viled openly agaipfi: his pcpfbn and gpvern- 
iment,jitaS/not to_be ■tyondcrcd_jat, (hat 
, he fhould hctcauoous of deppvingihim- 
oifelf ofithC|iiffiftancrtio|'jperfon^|the,moft 
capable of ferving him,i^^jpt^^whofe 
zeal he had fo much reafon to depend m 
" tale t)f ^ tupf fare with thelEnghlh ' In 
a /T^ord, ?it lappeahs ' Irbm ' the Nabob's 
nwhole behavionrj from the,time that the 
I gfeheral iGouncal was hflcmbled thatihe 
I (ibeheved his bwniUm to be the objeft of 
thatafTembly} and (every, jftep .taken by 
I the Board, ferved but to conffrpi him the 
more ftrongly in that fatal i perfuaflon 
dFatal J call'it, fince with/fuch a mutual 
ditlruft every accident, howeier trifling, 
was eafliy conflrued into an intentional 

aft 
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of hoftility ; and even the neceflary 
precautions of felf-dcfcncc fcivcd but to 
make the breach irrepaiable. ' I believe 
it will be needlefs to point out inftances 
of the effedts of thefe prepoficfTions, a- 
mongfl the many which occur in the mi- 
nutes of the Councih and the Nabob’s 
letters which I have already infcrtcd. To 
the latter I fhall add one, as it fliews how 
eafily the Nabob was led away by every 
groundlefs report, and how natiually his 
apprehenfions difpofed’hinV to co-operate 
' with-the very meafures which -tended to 
an open rupture. - ‘ " 

’ e - fi'j I '■ . ' 

-Copy -of a]Leiterrfrom Nabob fo the 
< iGovernoi'.iiDatedif^YiH iiy, 1763. 

rHAVn^'to thi^ timeTcpofed'nii en- 
' tire: conhdence in your friendfliip, 

hut"I never • fufpedted, > that i you -would 
' write medetters filled with>profeflions of 
friendlliipiknd attachment', andwhilft I 
‘ reniained in fecurity, trufting to your de- 
claration^ 'that you V 7 ould have difpatch- 
' 'ed you! fofee^ in feveral divifions by land 
' ‘ and water,' and thro’^ the hills and woods, 

with 
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■with guns and artillery, to theft paks 
Thi6 kind of proceeding! do not undcr- 
fland I before repeatedly wrote to you, 
that I was unequal to this buhnefs You 
would not agree to It, and now that fuch 
mcafures arc taken, what fort of dealing 
Is this ? As to Mr Amyatt t coming, 
which yon wrote about before, I have no 
dbje&on Recall all your troops, that 
yon have diipatched by every road to- 
jwards this way, and let Mr Amyatt pro- 
ceed hither, in the lame manner that you 
came to vilit me , and after his arrival, 
! will behave to him as become* me If 
yon conftnrnot to this, and refnfttore- 
c^'yonr forces, and are obllinatcly bent 
upon my dilhonour, I am without reme- 
dy Let^rac have jour anlwcr to this let- 
ter, wliich'ljWait for for it is every man p 
duty to take care of his honolir 

At this time not a Ibldier had moved 
from his quarters nor could I ever guefs 
from uhence the Nabob took up this 
groundlefs alarm It can be attributed 
onlj to a prcpoflellioh of thcmind,which 

mil 
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v/iil fometimes give the appearance of re- 
ality to any phantom of the imagination. 

The following hiftory occurmg in the 
fame order of time, aptly illuftrates the 
truth of the above ohfervation, and proves, 
that if the Nabob’s fears led him to be- 
lieve every idle report of defigns that had 
no exiftence, either in fadt or probabili- 
ty, out faith was at leafl; as adtive as his, 
whether fear, or the zeal of party fpirit, 
impelled and gave life to it. It is fcarce- 
ly conceivable, that any perfons fliould 
be fo blindly prejudiced, as to give en- 
tire credit to aftory, of the Nabob’s hav- 
ing ordered all the mulberry-trees, and 
, cotton-llirubs in his country, to be root- 
ed up, from no other motive; than a 
mere fpite to the Englifh, and to deprive 
them of the benefits which they enjoyed 
in common with other merchants in the 
products of thofe plants ; yet fo great 
was the eagernefs of feveral members of 
. the Board, to catch at every report that ' 
tended to the Nabob’s prejudice, that 
fuch an abfurdity was readily believed, 
and the mofi; violent meafures propofed 
VoL. III. L in 



146 Narrative of tie 

in confcqucnce, as will appear by the 

following jiapers , t rr 

ni ) j I in i(j If 1 1 J 'll 


EijraS'^ bchfukdlt^n of April 12^ 

^fent 'Mejfi Vanfittirt, BatfobJ’ Cartier, 
I Marnott and Watts ) ' ' 

Mr Bitfon s Mmite 
" Tl BA'i'sONlaysbeforothcBoard 

J-VX the following letter ^ftom Mr 
Chambers • at Coffimbnzar ' 


‘ To Stanlake Batfon, EJqi 
Sir, April j, 1763 

The many daily occurrences here 
ind reports' tohvince ihe, pur trade 
*1 and every thing will Ijiecdily be put a 
“ flop to, if feme meifures'are noPtaicn 
“ to prevent it There is an order paff- 
ed for dcftrbymg all ihe' rnulberry- 
“ trees 'ill the country, and they have 

« I at * ^ t a 1 0 C J 

“ aOTially commenced putting it in c.t- 
" ecuPon, fa that we eSn felled: no filk 
“ orClkpiece-^bodsfortheenfumg year, 
if It Is not put an ’immediate flop to 
“ 1 hear there 13 tht' fatne order con- 
' “ ceming 

* Mr Cbimbcn war the fecood of the fnaory 
o£ Coffimbnzar, and hsUl chai^ of it during Mr 
Batfon • abfcccc. 
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cerning all the* cotton plants, which 
will be as detrimental to the white cloth 
trade. It is publickly talked at the 
city, that the Nabob is determined to 
‘‘ get rid of us one \<ray ot other ; that 
he has money eriough to pay his troops - 
longer than we fliall be able to flay in 
the countrv without trade' ; for which 
reafon he Will de’flroy all the produce 
of the country, which itiay fuinifh 
trader for it’s all one to him, whe- 
** ther we are in the country or not, if 
“ we won’t pay him any duties 5 and he 
will either oblige us to do that, or 
q^uit the country. ^ 

“ Several parties of liorTe aLd foot 
have arrived at the city, within thefe 
two or three days, arid great prepara- 
tions afe making for defence, in cafe 
our army eofnes this way, as it is re- 
ported^ they aie coming, and that they 
had' marched a little way, and were.re- 
‘‘ called, I thought it pioper to acq^uaint 
** you of the order concerning the mul- 
berry-trees arid cotton, as I think the 
Governor and Couricil fhould be ac- 
L 2 “ quainted 
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j‘,‘jquainted therewith, by, which,, they 
w^^percciyc hoW|Oiir trade is hkely 
'‘^jto be deftrqyed ,Thc tomtoms have 
.“j^ftuqUy been a}K>nt with the orders, 
and fcveral people lent to dclhoy all 
“ the mulberry fields Should you think 
“ with^me it43 neceflary to acquaint the 
“ Board, with thelc things, I Iball be o- 
“ bhged to you, if you will acquaint 
f me with the refult I am. See 

“ Signed John^Chambers 


‘‘ P I tlpak , It woul(L,be highly 
neceflary to have a few, more feepoys 
, ‘‘ at, this faftory Reports, run ■yery 
“ h'gh and infolent, and I, believe was 
“ the army to march, we fboujd be fur- 
“ rounded at this ftdloiy j,,^d^there- 
“ fore fliould be glad to have a fewfee- 
“ poys to defend ourfelvcs The arms 
“ of the feepoys here are very bad, I 

n. 

“ With you tyould apply^ lor^ome 
' "ris (Mr, Batfon) alfo acquaints the 

1 T> 'j iii'J d, jj 11,1 il'i^p > 

Board, that immediately on the receipt 
of this letter, he wrote an^ anfwer,^a- 
greeable lo th^ opinioA^of the mepijiers 

of 
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of the Council then in Calcutta, defiring 
Mr. Chambers, if the intelligence he 
had given him was certain, to confirm 
the fhme in a letter to the Board, that 

f 

they might take their refolutions ac- 
cordingly. 

Received a letter from Mr. Cham- 
bers, dated the 9th, acquainting us, in 
coniequence of Mr. Batfon’s letter to 
him, that it is beyond all difputc, that 
tomtoms have been beat in fcveral places 
by order of the zilladars, who pretend 
to have received orders from the Nabob, 
to take up 'all the mulberry-trees on both 
fides of the' great river; but he cannot 
fay for certain, that they have yet put it 
in executidn. 

J’he Pfefident’j Opinion in Confequence of 
thefe Letters, 

As the intelligence, contained in the 
publick letter, differs in fome particu- 
lars from what Mr. Chambers before 
wrote to Mr. Batfon, the Prefident is of 
Opinioh, that' Mr. Chambers fhould be 
diredted to acquaint the Board, from 
whence he got his intelligence, regard- 

L 3 ing 
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mg the mtilbcrry-trccE }| ^nd to enquire 
m the name of /the Board, iffQnj/Syed 
Mahomed Cawn, /wbetherie hga rfcety- 
ed letters from the Nabob to this (fffeft, 
if be has, to jTquirc frpfn hjfu a cppy 
of fuch orders, or endeavor by any otbpr, 
means to propure a copy, imd franlmtt it 
to us , 

Mr yfattis Opman 
Mr Watts thinks, that tljp cer- 
tainty of what Mf ChantberSjinforma 
thefloartji lu bis letter pf thp gth m- 
flanh ought not tp hf doubted , elpea- 
ally;,jas he h^4 pi^^e an lupujry into the 
at ‘b'p reqqett of the pajonty of 
the Boatd f ,that the gcnergl behavior of 
tlic ^abob has been, and ppij^jpues to 
be fupb) tbap further jtppbcation to hun- 
fclf^ or officers, pn any ppmts wbatfb- 
eyer, ought^ fts much as ppffible to be 
avoicjcd 1 but efpecially m this caCc, as 
Syed M^nfod Ca\vo niuft lyuCjiT, t^iat 
this ipformation jnujl cojup frppt opr 
Chief an^ Council at Coffitphuzar i and 
conicqucndy our douhtmg th? trufh of 
It, muft lefTen the cvedtt of tbit,$pard 

in 
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ia his eyes. Mr* W.ttts furthci thinks, 
that Mi, Chantbcis mav be wrote to, di~ 
reding biin to endeavor to piocurc co- 
pies of tbc funniuk and perwannabs, that 
may have been fentdown fiom tbc Na- 
bob on this fubjed, or any other proofs 
he may be able to get. 

Mr. Marnottb Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott agrees in opinion 
with tbc Picfid^nt. 


Mr, Jobnfloneb Opinion. 

Mr. Johnstone docs not think it 
of any confequcncc to make this further 
enquiry, as Mr. Chambers having been 
wrote to at tlie defirc of the majority 
of the members then in Calcutta, may 


be fuppofed to have fatisfied himfclf of 
■ the truth of what he now publickly' in- 
forms the Boai d ; nor would Syed Ma- 
homed Cawn’s denying to have received 
fuch an order, be any proof of the toni-_ 
toms not, having been beat. Further, 
becaufe he thinks the other " pieces of 
. , L 4 intellwencei 

That the Nabob had fent bodies of troops to 
different parts of 'the tountry, 'and bUfy in J 


’AMrlike preparations, 



j;2 A NARRATLVEl^/ir 

intelLgcnce,,vi'hjchlMr' Ohai6bcxs gave 
us m his letter, may indinc us jhotS ira- 
phcitly to the belief lof this, and the 
certain tyof theN’abob sintentionsagamft 
usf/which miift hear from Mefl" A- 
myatt and Hay, before any anfwcr could 
come from Mr Chambers 

^ Mr Carticr’r Opimort 
I Mr Cartier thulks it would be 
proper to dircQ: Mr Chambers to cnq[mre 
of Sjted Mahomed Cawn, whether he 
has received fqch auiorderifrom theHa- 
bob, and to endeavor to get a copy of it 

Mr Jdatlbn r Opinion u 
(Mr Batson cannot donbr, but the 
proclaibatiori bontemmg enttmg down^ 
the mulbirty-lrees wm "afiil^y made'j, 
and he thmlcs, ,ie JVeCdent s fcctping 
ftill to doubt It, and deCnngjiaj further 
enqmry to be made for the coniihnafion 
of it, IS w ith a defign to dtfeonrage Mr 
Chambers from fending us intelhgence, 
agreeable to his pradhee, in regard' to 
the intelhgence, Which he (Mr Bat-’ 
fon) formerly fent down m fcveral of 

the 
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the Nabob’s and Petrus’s letters ' . 

^he Opinion of the Majority, mid Refolu- 
tion in Confcquence, 

The majority of the Board being of 
the Prefident’s opinion. Agreed, Mr. 
Chambers be wrote to accordingly.” ' ' 

A pew" 


^ As the rcfleftion contained m the latter part 
of Mr. Batfon’s minute, will be judged to have re- 
quired fomc reply, I fliall here infert an cxtrafl: of 
the minute which followed, tho’ foreign from the 
fubjc£l m hand , this may ferve for one inftancc of 
the fcandalous and indecent behavior, which by the 
intemperance of fomc of the members, and the 
ready connivance of the reft, had'takcn place m'our 
Councils. 


Prefdcht’j ^icjlion to M) Batfon. 

The Prcfidcntdcfircs Mr. Batfon may be afk- 
ed, whether by fevcral of the Nabob’s ■and Petrus’s 
letters, he means thofe copies of f.Perfian letter^!, 
faid to be ^ the ‘Nabob’s and Petrus’s, read in con- 
fultation the 4th' of March^' 1762’, and which ,af-l 
ter profecutmg the enquiry for fevcral morithV with 
the utmoft, attention, the Board judged 'to be ribf 
authentick. ' , , ’ -t. ! * - 


ikf;. Batfon'j A^ifwcr,-^ ^ ^ 

^ , M - ^ V I “ -A 1 f 

Mr. B^itfoh ihfwers, it is thofe letters he means, 
and he doth'not find, ‘ on pbrufing th’e proceedings. 


that the Board did think them nofaifthOhtick , and' 
as the Prefident has folcmnly d^dl^red,, that ’he 

knows 


t Page 17, Vol. II, 
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A r E w days after the following an- 
fwer was received 

Copy of a Letter from Mr Chambers to 
the Governor and Counttl Dated 
lApnl i6,i 1763 

'* "^OUR favor of the 12th inftant I 
“ J- have duly received, m anfwcr to 

" your 

knowi nothing of Cawii Bahtdrt » coming to Cal- 
cutta, as related m that coirdpoDdencc, be ddlxes 
him to conhrm the Cuac by oath, otheiwife he (Mr 
BatTon) iball continue to look on bii dcclarafaoa as 

f I t 

j , Thf Prtfidcnt $ Rtpfj 
Altho the Prefident thinks it a very improper 
method of proceeding, tbit any member of the 
Bciid fbould be put to his oatt ooi any occifion, ix- 
ccpting “wheic the law requires It j and that the 
word of every member of the Board ^fliould bc-tc- 
ga^d^ an oath ) yet f^^ths ^ia^ifa&on pf the 
Company, in a matter where thar-jntcreil ii fo 
much concerned, ^ond m which Mr' Batlbn has 
called hu (thdPrefided^s) bondr fo niuch m quef- 
tion, he deiires hem^ he pot to hu oath before the 

poarJ ,11 t , , , I 

' 7^ ^Prefident s Oaib 

I do folemhfy fWear, thiPI my know- 

ledge law or heard of a man, kno\vii by the name 
of Cawn Bahadrt nor dtdauiy man cycr make to 
me fuch a prypql^, nor did I evc^jjiear of foch a 
propofal, as he is fdd 'to liavc been comnuiHoned 
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your queftion, from whence I had my 
intelligence ; I can only fay from the 
vackeel JCiflenindee, and feveral other 
merchants, who, on hearing the re- 
port, acquainted me with it, as did 
alfo a confiderable dealer in that arti- 
“ cle, who fays, he was told, that in five 
days the mulberry-trees multbe all ta- 
‘^ken upi but he -has heaid nothing 
fince, and I believe it was only a falfe 
report, occafioned, as I have fince 
learnt, from a cuftom of tranfplanting 
once in two or three years. I allfed 
** Syed Mahomed Cawn concerning the 
orders he fays, he has received no.fuchy 
;non given any. . I have-'iequefied of 
‘‘ him to endeavorto find'out the perfons 
who ipre^d "the report, and to pufiifli 
them, report was not pnly her,e^, 
*^.but on, the ( other fide the great river. 
** It will be im'pofiible for me to trace it 
to the foundation 5 I have ufed already 
‘ \ every method in my power, but in vain 

f V , 

Notwithstanding the^^propofed 
negotiation, the Board judged it expedi- 
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ent to take 'early precautions, ' in cafe it 
lliould not bi’alkei^ded'^th lucc^s.i by 
fdrinilig' a j^lah ’for the’oj{e?ations' of the 
war I The refoliitionfe upon'this'fubjefl: 
Itfhalli enter mt<ilarge,iiand -the debates 
Itrhich followed them Ii cannot pafs by 
the latterji without taking notice of the 
propofal made by Mr ijohnftonc, and 
fupported by Mr Batlbni for anthonzmg 
the gentlemen at Patnanfo begmithe war 
upon the bare appearances of an‘ holHlc 
ijntentionm the Nabob uThe fcntiments 
rofiMr liElhsJwere too weUrJcnown.i to 
ilcave itia doubt, [that he would inftantly 
3vail(hinifelf|Offoch aipowcr, to declare 
ap open rupture, whichmughtihavc been 
jufofiedieecniby the report iifia common 
ifurcarrajionanyjprelcnce aslloolc,' which 
^hc,raight5think.fufBcicnb (Imce he iVas 
theijudge) toj condruc. mtoban hoftilc 
intention in theNabob iltwill be found, 
1 that whenXuch a powen wai dfterwdrds 
lodged 1 mt his > hands, fuch -f was aOually 
the confcqucncc 


Extras 
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Exiradf of Con fid fat ion, April 14, 1763. 
fPrefcnt Mcf. Vanfittart, Adams, 
Batfon, Billers, Cartier, Hallings, 
Johnflone, Marriott and Watts.) 

/\ LTHO’ it is to be hoped, that the 
Jl\- difputcs with the Nabob will 
yet come to an amicable idlic, it is thought 
neceflary to be prepared with a plan of 0- 
perations, which may be mofl expedient to 
infurc fuccefs, in cafe of a contrary event. 
It is therefore rcfolved, 

First, That in cafe of a ruptuic with 
the Nabob, and the Nabob fiiould march 
towards Patna, in order to attack our 
troops and factory there, they lliall en- 
deavour to poflefs themfelves 5f the city, 
if they think they can accomplifh it with- 
out much'lofs, and there remain, lintil 
they fhall receive further- orders from us 
or major Adams. But if they fliould thiiik 
that .by attacking the city, ' they run a 
rifque of failing in the attempt, or of 
lofing many men, they muft then take 
fuch poft, as they think they can beft de- 
fend themfelves in ; and if they can, 
cover the fadoiy, until they fliall receive 

further 
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farther orders.'is aboTc-tnsJitidfitSdj that 
in either cafe, they muft be ca/eful to 
fecnre all the ptovifions thfey calf of efery 
kind, and allb draught an'd carriage bul- 
locks I i I 

SecohdCy, That in cafe bf a rupture 
tvith the Nabdb, and ihc Ihould remain 
atMonghecrj the Patna party lhall adl 
as m the firft cafe i 

I Third jar. That in cafe of a rupWrc, 
and the Nabob marches down this'n'ay, 
the Patna party fliall, after attacking and 
poflef&ng the^elres ofithe 'city, taatt 
down as far as Rumulla, to be in greater 
rcadincfs to join major Adams, and there 
wait for orders front major AdamSy nri- 
lefe^from an- alteration of circiuiallarieeS', 
their own difcretioia fliall direiS them' to 
afl. otberwtfti - u' ‘ o < 

Tihat in any of the foretgOmg cafes, 
theft are our prefent thoughtsy but that 
we do not mean 'by fuch d( plan, to re- 
flnfl: thenrfromi taking any advantage 
that may offer, in- cafe of a rupture de- 
clared, I , I i 

This plan being fettled for the Patna 
party. 
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party, .in cafe of a rupture, the queftion 
is put, 

Ho\ 7 they fliall be informed of a rup- 
ture, or what they fliall conhrueas fuch r 

Mr. Johnlfone’j- Opiniou. 

Mr. Johnstone thinks, the Nabobs 
{lopping our communication by letter, 
and moving, in confequence, with his 
army and artillery towards Patna, when 
there is no other enemy in the country 
adjacent, againllwhomhemay have caufe 
to move, or it ought, in reafon, to be 
believed, that he direds his march- or 
the march of his army, this way, attend- 
ed by any correipondent ads of hoilility 
of his forces ilationed at or round Patna, 
fuch as Hopping'' their provihons and com- 
munication With the country, or oppo- 
{ing our people in the execution of their 
buiinefs,” might, in the prefent circum- 
Hances, be conflrued by them as a rup- 
ture, and that they might immediately 
proceed to ad as direded in the plan. 

The PrefidentV Opinion. 

The Prelident thinks Mr. Johnftone’s 
propofal IS. extremely vague, and leaves 

it 
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It in the power of the gentlemen at Pat- 
na, by an error in judgment, to mvolve 
ns m a war which we would rather a- 
void, and therefore would propofe, that 
the orders to the gentlemen at Patna 
fliould be after this manner . “ That 
they will he inftantly informed by us, 
“ if we fliould be obhged to declare a 
“ ruptpre with the Nabob, and that, 
therefore, they mufl: wait for fuch m- 
“ formation, before they afl: upon the 
“ plan laid down, kcepmg, in the mean 
“ time, well on their guard, and de- 
" fendmg themfelves and the Compa- 
ny 8 rights againft all attacks That 
he propofes thefe hmitei orders the ra- 
ther, becaufe he looks upon the party at 
Patna to be of fuch llrength *, as to run 
no nfle from any attack of the Nabob 
The queftion being put to the reft of 
the Board, which of thefe opimons fliould 
be adopted 

Mr Watts s, (Sc Opimon 
Mess Watts, Marriott, Haflings, 
Cartier and Billers, agree to the Prefi- 
fident s 

* Sw the return annexed. Mr 
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Mf . BatfonV Opinion. 

Mr. Batson is of Mi. Johnftonc’s 
opinion, becaufc, after the Nabob has 
once commenced hoflihties agamfl: ns, 
the tying up onr party at Patna, 
fiom ading on the oftenhvc, as as 
the defenfive, will give him an advan- 
tage, and fubje<St us to a difadvantage in 
cafes of exigency that may happen. 

Major AdamsV Opinion. 

Major Adams thinks the gentle- 
men at Patna ought not to commence 
hoftilities without the orders of the Board, 
but that, ihould the Nabob march a large 
force towards Patna, without any appa- 
rent reafon, or otherwife commit any a6t 
ofhoftility, tliey fliould take any Hep 
for their own fecurity, even to the taking 
of the city of Patna, if it Hiould be deem- 
ed abfolutely neceHary, and there defend 
themfelves without proceeding further, 

1 until they receive the orders of the Board. 

Opinion of the Majoi ity and Rcfolution m 
Confequence. 

The majority ot the Board being of 
the Prefident’s opinion. 

VoL. III. M 


Agreed, 
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Agreed, inThat (WCjiwntc ,tolPatna, 
and,tranfinit,theiii[,a,cop}r ofjthefe rtfor 
luhonsifor their^jgbyernmcnt ^rm ,[ j o i 
,n£rri Afr eJohnftonercDj^OT/rt!i Lit 
AftR^je^NSpikETbegs iSSfistS-diffcht' 
fr^fiifltoffefoliiU6flPoi''fh6JD3sj6fhy,‘’ot'-*^ 
dePtd to bi tfttLfrHitfed ^oPitnk? bdCauTc, ^ 
he Ibinke the feftrRjnihg'fthd’gebtliliicD ' 
thii'e''fr6tfiiaitiDgl6ffenfivJl^,’ tdl’ thty'" 
have noote from 'htm^ of dflt'kdclanng ” 
a bl-tachf tvitli"tJie^Nai3oB,^^SllH6ilgh’'Kb ' 
|)roieEd to dtrct£t^bpcn''a<a5'of%'6!h- ’ 
ht/'ilgferhft'^dm/'irffefin^the Nibbb 1 
a]Kfh583i*ih?RgW3iir<5ould^Hi?3ri^fhtinld't' 
hiS'tcfoliiticSb'bfc 'to'Sttafc'k ftfftltidtibh-*''" 
mefltj* feS^feifF, an^hi]^ bTbt^ifpbWci^ 
m^lt'Tjtfcifc orfi'^hteiy >9m'^rfit’e'>?B 
affiftificS^ °*rh'i^‘Vtry 'SiiteATfiorfnbf rbiir ^ 
coutidn.'Mf •jbhaho6e'baaefntei-\ys j 
toprdWnitiieillitbbfttJtidbt’ejthat'bifght ’ 
attehd R ftdji^agi tif our corrllyofidibce * 
by lettdr, the Pdfiii pdr‘ly''fl(/f having' ^ 
drredtibns' hoWio afe,‘Wci(¥’thtt^ttb6b>'' 
began hoftiliufc^, tilhB'pidV^hteaPbCr'bi- 2 
tcllrgencc by titTnoVihg''’the 'diuk{^''nhd t' 
/lopping a*!! lettfcrtj /hotlld'thcT^bbbb ' 
march towards Patna, \fc can expcCl: no 

notice 
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notice of it blit from the chief there, 
whith, as the dauks will of courfe be re- 
moved, may very piobably-not reach us 
in lefs than ten or twelve days ; as many 
more may elapfc before they receive the 
JBoard’s declaration of arupturc, by u hich . , 
they are tied up at Jeaft t\\ enty days, not ; 
to attempt any thing agamd the Nabob, 
or the city of Patna, thougli thcjr onlyf, 
hope of taking it, depends on their at- 
tempting it before the Nabob can reach 
itj and their, circumftanccs, in icgard to 
proyifion, and in many other , 1 cfpeds - ! 
may be fuch, as that their prcfcrvation m ay , ,, 
greatly depend on, their, carrying 
waTj to prevent , and, defeat the. defigiLSj^, 
' of an enemy, ;s allowed to be jufl^as lyell, , 
as prudent j b.ut.tjiis liberty, -.fo eflentiaf 
to felf-prefervation, is denied to our fel- v 
low-fervants, though even fo fair,, occa-. 
lion may ,,o^Fer. IVfr. johnfeone is .not 
more for their, declaring -war and begin- ' 
ning hoftilities the firil, than any o|:her , 
gentlemen tan the Board j but he thinks , 
it ought,! ,and may be very reafonably 
left to the prudence of the gentlemen at 
‘ . M 2 > Patna, 
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'Patna, io judge what itc'bpen jails of 
hblhlit^ bn thdipMt of thd Naboh, who 
is'tilrcady fanned lind bids us defiance ' 
il Mipjprfttt Sroieedmgs ofUbe'-Board >n 
” 'lT>is filrther’refolved,) n j i"- 1 
bijTHATlif'a euptute does hap^n,' ma- 
jor Adams fliall march with the King s 
TCgimfcnti 'and all the Company's troops 
tit Gherettee and Oalcuttaj captain Broad- 
ibrook's and Maclean s battalions offec- 
po\s compleatcd,allbcaptain Champion s 
company of military from Jellafore, 'to- 
gether with the following artillery, viz 
tiro twclvc-^dundcrs, fixi fil-pounders, 
•afld* two howitzers The majol''il,''there- 
tore,' defired to’Tnake the- neceflafy lifts 
ttfftoris accordingly 1 Andl it is farther 
refolvdd. That levcn cOmpaniit bf fee- 
pOyt [from 'Jellalbre* 'dnd-yiree "'from 
Burdwin, fliall, dn fiichcafe, bfiordercd 
to CalcMtta 'to compleat thb tivo batta- 
lions* tofgo -mth major Adams; and ftrve 
for the duties of 'the Prefidencjl! ' 

' I / 7 I Jll ) fl 1 

On the iSth, we received the follow- 
ing letter from Mr Ellis and hit couniil, 
■dated March 5, 1763, which will fliew 

how 
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how fiiongl)^ the icpoit picvailcd, tint 
oiir forces at Patna would attack the city, 
hnee the Nabob’s ofliccr commanding 
there, thought it ncccfiary to take fuch 
extiaoi dinar}" precautions foi the defence 
of It. It will dicw alfo, in how much 

c 

contempt they held the Nabob and his 
forces at this time; although they could 
afterwards exaggerate them as much, 
when it fer\cd as an aigumcnt to fuppoit 
their application, for a power to adt as 
they tliought piopcr. 

Lett a from Patna. 

“ favour of the 24th ultimo, 

* 4- we received the 2d inftant, and 
immediately difpatched the letter m- 
clofed therein to the Nabob. As far as 
we can judge, he inclines not to pacilick 
meafures ; foi hnee the icccipt of your 
letters of the 7th and loth ultimo, he 
has been coiiRantly fending tioops into 
this city j the commanders of his foiccs 
in diffeient parts of the country here- 
abouts, are under orders to affemble at 
Patna, and fomc of them are adtually m 

M 3 motion. 
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jfiotion, by which Jit fefcnJsiasrifi htin-* 
ttliHcd a blow atJthIrpaVty:} bh thatheadj 
hdWtvir, IWiiari Jjcrfcdlyialyjc bntmn^ 
der the dcepcftuconccm'lfbr the fattriof 
thi^city, iWhicKiwi; irtJhooilysippTtheti- 
five^Will bepIUnHerid by theJiccntions, 
UnidilbipTlnfed ^rtbblc IwithmJ'ifs 4hdlt 
TBfifubllrbs al-feilifea^y iiHtirely defttoy*- 
dSj'^inB the Wflliched 11tU&tldn'>i)fjjpcople 
dF'ill' i‘ihk5,"isj<yt)re >fcaiy to JCOficeiSfc 
Ih^in'defcnbSP ’*! (Cjh 'jiijI dm I'l 
-jiiiMtE'K MiliiDT iCawn is_the>n4mt of 
‘tHsptrfon'wHottt'theNabobihJit appowt- 
id'hiSJflilb hifejbbut tothistuniiheihas 
bht ptudthe'dhitfUie'tifiiyiTcOJliplmient 
‘6f ac^itSittinglhifti'jVilh histarrivilij^ie 
BaSrtWorf thB prepiMtioDJsifbnJattackor 
-difch'ci!' (foi; ife'yfowe ‘linowJ not which 
thtill'thlfflt) WthdjfttorefvigbrAiainhis 
prcdccciTor, and thereby adds to the ter- 
roWafiS dlifm'bf the inhabitarits iljThc 
tiightbefofeiaft/lth'e'wholfc df>h|epcop]c 
Wtfi nndirartnsJtdlJthe inofmng I'grcit 
part 6f yellcfday the^tds werokept flint, 
kVid the rclitf df 'Odi' holpliil gnard refa- 
futd admittance , ujion which, the chief 
" , wrote 
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wrote Him a letter 5 a copymf it we now 
inclofc, as likcwife of his anfwer. The 
guard haa been fince admitted, (but'the 
burbunna gate ftill remains dmt. 

It is commonly talked, that the Na- 
bob has fent this Mindy Gawn -to drive 
out the Englifli j but you will judge; that 
there is not much danger to be appre- 
hended from a man, .whofe talent feems 
chiefly to he in founding his own piaifcs. 
His infolencc may, however, reduce us 
to the difagiecable necefiity of taking 
the city fiom him. ■ With the greateft 
difficulty, we have colledlcd money ifuf- 
ficient to pay, our Europeans - foi this 
month, and our feepoys for^ and 

have not, at this time^ -a fingle lupee-.in 
cafli we therefore requeil: you will take 
the mofl; fpeedy method of fupplyiug us.” 

Mr. Johnstone, who had already, 
interrupted the publick.bufmcfs-by per- 
fonal lefleftions on [me, - for the difliinc- 
tion made ,by the Nabob in his letter to 
Mahomed Allee^ of the Company's dnf- 
/■ , M 4 : - 'tuck 

^ See page 77, of this Vol. 
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tuck and 'my own, fefnmcdtthe ifame 
fubjedt in the following rmnntbj' m the 
corifultationi'of the n^th/ito'rwiuch I*" 
Ihall fnbjom my reply! ' dli n. ! id m 
IjJij [ti n til' 1 iliiii n III] 
ExtraBef Cot!/u!iattonoJ^A.pTTX,ii, 1763 , 

,iMr Johndoncs Minute 1 
“ JoH^6TOIIEbcgsleaveto^e-. 

,i-i-VX tnark, m anfwer to ithe Prefl- 
dentE minute of the 28th of March, that 
the true itranfldtion of the paragraph of 
tl^e Ijl^bob 6 letter,! to Mahomed iMee, 
No,i(29,/heretQifubjomed, doneiby Mr 
Guidon,! IS very different from that 
wl^ichi Mr ij'Vanfittart lappcalslto, and 
flandsifcntcredin the country 'corrilpon- 
dcnce, and whichMr Johnllone objedled 
to ^t that tunc, though by not then being, 
ablciitoigetithp original(i,it cbuld not, be 
altered The very, ilttter produced by the 
Prefident, which though wrote after the 
appearance of his ordet of the Nabob s, 
he would refer* fo'as a proof, that no a- 
greement of this kmdihad evci“bccn 
mentioned betWixt himiand the Nabob, 
plainly and 1 exprefsly declares the fame 

fenfe 
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fcnfe of the paragraph that we Iiave fol- 
lowed, referring to the gomaflahs of 
Mr. Vanfittart\s private biifincf?, who 
might have either the Company’j^, or his 
own private duftuck, that they Ihould 
not be impeded further. 

It does not appear from any line in 
the Nabob’s letter, that the Governor’s 
trade was Hopped, nor any inflancc - or 
place referred to, which would have 
been the cafe, and particularized, it may 
be fuppofed, as well in legaid to them, 
as to his particular gomaftah Coja W anni-s. 
By tliis, and many other of the Na-- 
bob’s publick ’letters and oidcis, it ap- 
pears, he conlidcrcd and dircdtcd nintpir' 
cent, to be levied on whatever- j^oods'aie 
purchafed, being the produce of this 
country, without regard to their being 
for exportation or inland trade.” 

JLxtraB of the Nabobh Letter ( delivered 
in by Mr. Johnftone.) , ; 

^ I ^HE Governor writes to me,'that 
' dL you interiupt his Own gomaf- 
tah 5 notwithftanding in the paper of 

« regula- 
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“ regulations, rtherc is no dilhnftion of 
private and pubbek ’YetJJas the Go- 
“iVemor isimy ifricnd, I accordingly 
“civnfc tb you, inot'16 impedcjthe go- 
i^Iliiallah of hia private trade, fhaf may 
**^]iave 'With him either the Governors 
‘I'lor Compafiy^ fdulhick '' < i 

jgifrio driiljPrefidentr'^Ji^^ I ' 
./bljj/^fvftPtbiMr Johnftoncstfiirtlier 
irunUte^'nl obfervey that "the tonly drffer- 
eite-Jbetweena Mr (’Rogers sotrahflation 
of the pDftfcnptmf the Nabobs Jettcr to 
Msihotnedi-Alldetlsnd/Mr Golfton’scf, 
iSf thatciff ith?ifirlbK flandsJ/2r ^omafidb, 
tnJthe 6theriTieySji?gc®ly?<ii^bdtiwhe- 
thtufitKeaNabob's ihtenfion avaaJ^eneral, 
(Oriptf/tibularjiialbthit^Ilaffcr^ laji that I 
htvit ddCred! in'oriwohldkitceplJlfif any 
pnviIbgepTfor my gorrialtahspoveDlhofc 
Jijd drfltmog n /o vm int jona^Iiof 
• Sk M^ljRogciy « jtanOjuonjjpagiJjij-jifptlus 
Vol Mr Gulfton 1 13 the aboee ortra^ ddivcrcd 
in by Mr Joh^onc, who thuibs proper to produce 
onlyor tBcl^ihbli’/lcttcVi’Wcarrfelnthe 
b^^mngoftHb Iretylfttnib lcttcr;rit)appcan, that 
the tTadc1n<5qyftibri,(AThi^iMahopied'’Alke had 
flopped, bdopgipgtom^waj^outgfthir^^balej 
of doth, provided for me with me Company’s duf- 
tticL 
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of the reft of the gentlemen in the fei- 
vicej and that I never fealed duftucks 
with any other than the Company’s ufu- 
al duftuck'fcaL My letter, to the Nabob, 
No. I. dated January 24, contained the 
complaint I mentioned, of -two parcels 
of my own goods being ftopped, with 
the Company’s duftuck, under the charge 
of Ramnaut Holdar, and Coja Alkafuk, 
belonging to Coja Wannisj and it was 
in cortfcquence of that complaint, the 
Nabob fent the orders in queftion,to Ma- 
homed Alice, in which the^ complaint' of 
Coja Alkafuk, and Coja Wannis is 'par- 
ticularly noticed.. As foon.as I got a 
fight of thefe orders, I wrote- the Nabob, 
as by the eictradl entered in cbnfultation 
the 28th' of March, 'to let him tfee that I 


did not meant to have any particulai in- 
dulgence for my own gomaftahs, but 


expe(fted"equal’juftice with' olhets ' 

/ " } . > - J-U) ' 


Messieurs Amyatt and Hay remain- 
ed fomeiutime .at Cofljmbuzar, waiting 


for thelSr^bob’s'approbatidn'of thbir viftt 
to proceed. , 'His anfwer arrived on the 

20th, 
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faoth, andtfignified, tto rclfadtantly, BiS; 
confcnt to receive_thc deputation- LTius 
letter, (lindiionc received Ifome i days bt- 
forc, /being- laid before itbiiBoard, it was 
detdraunedjbyithe' majority, after adon^ 
dtibate) thatiMeir AmyattandHayfliould 
phicccdl jurrhe Nabob's letters, and the 
debates nipon the fubjeft, I thall enter as 
follows ' ij |i ) I ih 1 (j 

/oq-'jt II > I 11 I I It ' 

C^ef a Letttr^frcm the Idabob, to the 
^^fiovtmor April 2, ,1763 

“l,T^'HAVE,beeji fayorcd,wi{hjyour,Ict- 
jjtqr the 24th of^Marph I did 
^P^expejil, that w^e 1 wps going to 
^^e another ^countiy, you woidd fend 
t^pops into rpin r ^ Yoa ^omCjbmc ago 
■OTptc to me, ,’jv]iil<5 j tyas atJBptcea, that 
the bufinefi pf jthej|Cpuntry,^jm ,thc dif- 
tpas was o^ftrnfted^^and thqtjyOu Ihould 
fend peoplcjto prevent, ft', J)ut yon did 
npt wnte that .you would feizpand carry 
away my aunuls, pnd ddgracc them I 
do pot wnte janfwers to Mr Elba s let- 
ters on this account^ ,bcpaufc, frpm|the 
beginmng, he had , one meaning in hi? 

‘ mouth. 
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mouth, and another in hn'^hcnit^ and 
vidcd contra!*)^ to what he wrote, a«: in 
the afrau of the opium, where he took 
a bond from all the meich ints, by which 
lie was to purcliafe it himfelf; and for 
this Mr. Ellis wiotc to NobitRoy. But 
concerning the ftlt petre, ^^Illc]l is the 
Company’s own bufincfs, he wrote no- 
thing, nor did he afic. any queflions re- 
lative to It , but at once font feepoys, 
and feized the aumil of Taajcpooi , whom 
he accufed of impeding the fdt jietrc, 
and carried him away bound. As the 
fait petre bufincfs is of the grcatcfl im- 
poitancc, it was proper, that he dioidd 
write in the fame manner as lie did about 
the opium. When feepoys v.crc font. 
Rajah NobitRoy fenthis'CImbdar to him, 
to know on wliat bufincfs they were go- 
ing into the perganahs. Mi. Ellis a'n- 
fwered, that wlicn they leturned fiom 
tbcii bufincfs, he would know. A co- 
py of Nobit Roy’s letter' I inclofe. If 
any one had refufed to lift’en to him, theii 
he might have fent people to prevent his 
bufincfs being obffrudted, not to bind and 

carry 
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carry away myiofficers o'libcforeiwrotc- 
you, that! I ^wasjfcomingltoi RajemaU, 
and I would aS: according ito lyouc dircc- I 
tions’, but'notrcgardmgithiSfryou fent , 
pebplc tofthe diftnasjqandifcreatcd dif-i' 
tufbances'’q/Unab]eiJto hdp myfclf, 1/ 
have taken loff all duties ->n'l ' i ' 

iFjiiotwithftSnding this, youichd peo- 
ple toi the perganahs, I (hall doUbtlefs 
imagine youihavcianother ally mt,view i 
WiTH(iegard to yoiit fending,Mr A- 
myattj-J before jKrote, that of jmercantdei 
affjirflj (nofhingasjleft to be ,fefjled , J ,r 
havejiowjonlyithe, Revenues pf ,a linallt 
parcelpflnpd Jlf ypuifend hjmitoxegu-o 
lateithisj/ldt moiknow As'to mcrcantilSiIi 
affairs/ I ji4vfarrcliuquiffied)(CVtryithui^,r~ 
and nothing remains for him to negoti- 
ate ' In ‘feteJe,"’ Should yo'd' Lavc'Vany 
thmgitfi^do mf riilfWia'to'tlle rcveiibe’s'br 
the fcbun'tr)(f do Il'iWth lofiittillref peiKnT 
I'N regdrd tothfetpftfliot/bfyJrtiOTrf 
and mm of low IMdttliH, (Shith ii>thought 
to fcfldiS on the getltlerntn -of I Council ‘ 
Hitherto -I have’ikid 1 n'cT knOnlidgchf 
thc'geiitlenieh bFathe Coun'ctlJiThelfer- 

vants 
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\ants and mcnoflowcoAdition, aicwhaN 
ever perfons make a dtrieicncc between 
the reputation and bulincr*? of the Com- 
pany and mine, and cndca^ol to cicatc a 
diflurbancc and difputcs between ns, end 
what can be more plain and cx'prcf^ than 
this ? In a place where cnc man, or let- 
ter of yonrs, would be fidhciciU to clear 
your bufincfs, and carr)’ it on in a pio- 
per manner there, to fend feepoys (fer-^ 
vants and men of low condition) and 
comppjiies of feepoys, to take my olliccrs 
and carr)' them away bound, and do their 
utmoft to make a diflurbancc between 
vou' and me. Confider, Sir, wliciher 
this is a prOcccdirtg of men of low cha- 
racter, or of men of rank and dignit}*^’' . 

Copy of a Let fa from the Nabob to the 
Govermr. Dated April ii, 1763. 

J Have received your friendly letter, 
in which you write me, that if 
you and the gentlemen of Council 
‘‘ were inclined to bring on , a rupture, 
the difputcs and hoftilc proceedings^ 
in feveral places, would have given 

fufficient 
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- “ fufficient occafion for declanng it nil-' 
mediately, but that' a mpturb, and 
“ the fetting up another Nazim, is by 
“ no means your dclire, for which rea- 
“ fon you had appomted Mr Amyatt, 
“ and Mr Hay, to confer with me, that 
“ the dillurbances might be put an end 
, “ to, and our fnendJhip confirmed j and 
“ that befides the article of culloms, 
" they had other articles in charge, 
“ therefore, Iilhould wnte to thofe two 
“ gentlemen, definng them, m a fnend- 
“ ly manner, to come j for with rcfpeft 
“ to the cuftoms, the orders lately given 
by, the fircar, were not conCilent with 
the Company s rights and interells j 
" and that if I fliould refiife to confer 
“ with thofe two gentlemen, it would 
“ occafion a rupture betiveen us Sir, 
It IS furpnzing, that you do not fee the 
aftions of your own peoplc,4nd wiU not 
give credit to them ' 

Notwithstanding the treaties be- 
tween us and the country, and tlie mo- 
ney I have given for the Company’s ar- 
my, the only favor fliewn me on all fides. 


IS 
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is the fending troops, rind feizing the 
aumils of the diflnd of Dacca, attack- 
ing and beating the tannadars of Jatira- 
poor 'y and, on the Patna fide, taking 
my annuls, and keeping them in prifon. 
What are greater hollihtics than thefe ? 
It is furprizing, that you do not fee the 
diftuibances of your own people, and 
Will derive every tiling, tending to hofti- 
lities, from my woids and Ictteis ; and 
having prepared an army, the gentlemen 
hold ihemfclvcs ready to begin a war 
with me. I aln really llruck with a- 
mazement. 

With refpedt to Mr. Amyatt and Mr. 
Hay, I before wrote, that if they came 
only on a viht, my houfe was f heirs. 

Now I write again, that if they come 
with only one or two companies of ne- 
celfary attendants, I have no objedlion. 
But I muft remark, that on the one fide, 
you ufe only violent meafures j while on 
the other, looking towards the treaties 
between us, you fend to confer. A con- 
ference, attended with fuch tinreafonable 
violences, never was heard of in any 
. VoL.III. N 


coun- 
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country, and certainly you intend to do 

jii lo Jiiuuj’' rMi 1 JiJ. ii 

oo^ngconuj^^pcnfto^, 

By what you wntCr of, other articles 
ofbuliuefs, befidcs the .cuiroms, I im- 

\ s y 1. 

derftandj that for this rcmaimne coun- 

try, wnjch.is left lor my iharc, you haVc 
Cud"'" Jfif rn li -’j d j , 

appointed me aumiLfOr rc^d me as 

j III L 'I ° ^ ^ , 

wadadar, or zemindar, or comaltah, or 

yJTJ OJ'/ ,1 * & 1 ; »I i 

muttaicddecj that you have, eivcn m 

'iioiji m , 4 life'-* 

charge tPy-thc lajd^gcntJcmcn omcr| ar- 
ticles m buunels, cxclufiyc of cuftoms 


'^fitc fiilly ^and j^phptly^oi; tLs, 
i^^t I £nay be acqu^trf and a^accory 

him ad ol Ji!,jinn idum r-‘ ‘ 



'’Bitfcjtf]' CaAitp, ’H&tih^,'’Jdhnfton^, 
^vl&fhotSvjTii/WJtts ') s 

'* dehat^d on ^^rdl^di^Ajb^bis Ajt~ 
fwir to Mr Amyatt’xXf/fJy^i&rafe ‘u/ 

tht famt ttn ^ ' ' 

■ . ,,_I I 1 J I M / If 

“ fyiHE queibon was put, ^yrhether 

A MelT AmyattandjHay^£hould(in 
<;onfequcnce,b7 recommended, to pijocced 

. ' 
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to Moiiglieer, and demand of the Nabob 
a definitive anfwei to the points contain- 
ed in their inflrudnons. 

Mr '. W attsh Opinion. 
Mr.V/atts is of opinion, tliat the 
piefent letters received fiom the Nabob, 

* ^ t f \ r 

are as evafive as thofe read in confulta- 
tion the 1 1 th of April , and that they 
are not in the leaf!; fatisfadtory, thcrefoie 
thinks, from the treachery the Moors aie 

» ' f 

fatnous for, and the Nabob’s difpofition 
dnd charadter, that it is uhfafe' for 
Meff. Amyattt and Hay to proceed ; but 
as every method ought to be tried to pre- 
vent a rupture, he propofes, that ^.the 
letter^ be fent to thofe gentlerhen, and if 
they believe ho rifk would attend,, them, 
he is of opinion, ,it would certamlyr.be 
verypropef\for them to proceed to Mong- 
heer, and demand a pofitive anfwer ^ to 
their inftrudtions. 

Mr. Marriott^ Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that 
a copy, of the Nabob’s letter to the Pre- 
liden't, and his letter to Mr. Amyatt, 
{Jaould be trarifmitted to Meff Amyatt 
arid Hay ; and that they fhould be re- 
N 2 commended 
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<^(^rr/mc^d(^d to ^/ofcced to Monghierjaiid 
TcqtJikp fi'OOit'JtBb’iNabobjaaq dtfihitiv'e 
anfit’tr^tdl'Sycfyt^tiLnT 'SfrThfiiKilkftrtd- 
tlbitS, d6>86ii3grth6'iibftjij5'etdy{ahd ccf- 
taltfbietbofl ofibrltfgu!^ thingsftoia con- 
clufion b rji ijjj I 

ot ftlHtNKtth'e-iNabob give8 Kot JMclT 
AibyattfariB Hay any grcat^t entouragfcd 
irfdnt^B'gbfOn ffiiirJdiplrtatjofll'^ by"the 
lajeffif iHw'ffltfofc fisj than'i mrthbf’e^hb 
•wjtotKof, thaadnmllafit.d Tlieb'Na^ob 
oniyucofiieotsqti^ receiTc'>'thoir vidtnif 
they-gCoini astftftndaV’jbut'withantdahf- 
fyingouJ/Fc <vdl treat ■with'fthem od fiu- 
CneftiW^wHloH weihadfdeAandedtapi!- 
flfei'WiftniTfir jidCndJtlieac?xpT8dJbnJ<Wf<h/s 
Itttisrs Induce n}e td't’hirtJ^'lie willtnaJib 
ufe of this pretext, of his riKtlhaVing 
confented tOedfiritfnibtsShefs^to dechnc 
trCitifig dH' hnjrt of the points fbr tvfiich 
thefc gentlemen are deputeBJ tl/i dii" 

I woDL't) iCtd' thdfe gentlemen 
to’ylidg'c aiid'-tiedidt:,' 'U-hdfher they have 
fuffiuent rdafontb prOceeii'^n liopeSlo'f 
filcciifs frdm lilch'hncquivbfcihitter &n&, 
m th4 mean time,’ 'would * haVd* all ■’the 
' . llores 
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ilores tranfported Ito-. Gherettee, t^and x all 
the other preparatiofis made^agreeablej.tp, 
the indent of major f Adams. rThat 
ever refolution ^he 'taken' hereafter, a^dajV: 
rnay not be lofl in^waiting rafter! we have 
determined. j in Hu I - 

Mr,\ Haftings"* ir Opinion 
The. N abob, iri^my judgment,'^ plain- 
ly declares, that he is, tve^' ti^ilkngTit^frpT 
ceive Mr.- Amyatt’s /Vifit, ^ .and;- onlyrie:Xi 7 
preffes'his fears, left dael-jQiouldTbesgOT 
ing ' upon '-an hoftil6 (intention jhfoc this 
aeafon, and! to put^a ftop,3tQeldi£i>infnTa 
re(ftton$-;whichjthefeMifpdtes liavagivefl 
rife to, dn>-ithe iprovinc^Iiof 'Bahar,giahd 
the , alarm rifprfeadf, thro’- hotlnr^prav^ftepi^ 
I thinkuM'^lf-l AmyattMand 
^ptoceeftyj without4ofs ofotim^,nbn 7 their 
deputation, jxf to 
- -1 ' I ' ’ c Mk- . jS.attierh Opinion 

• jVfO ■ 

'-'-rMR.itCARprjnR is of-thejfame -opinion 
with Mr. Marriott. ;; ro% ,)'r^ 

, ' ij^'iyxMri,r'B2itfon'sOpinipnn' 

. ,, lN;-the fenfe.I underftanftthe Nabob’s 
letters, he ftill refufes.jto , treat with.iyieift 
Amyatt and Hay on an>y -.matteis of ,b^^‘- 
finefs, and-ftill continues in the, fame,ev,il 
N 3 difpo- 





dlfpoiitlop tort'ariJs us, Ithertfore thmfc 
If improper foothoiygeiitltaicnftojpro- 
‘ceed-DnthcLrdepiltationiT'l Cl fj jn j t 
?2«Prdi}dcnt/r Opmioni* and tbat^of \tbc 
Majority - 1 r 


The Prefident agrees m apinioa with. 
Mf'^hiamdhj and that ippeanng alfo 
td hc^the’opidion'of the mir^ont^ '■*" - 
' ^’R^olutton tn Confequmce ^ 

\ Agreed, ttat'wc do write accordingly 

to Mefl"^ AmrattVnd'Hay ’ ^ ‘ 

/Titij I [I n' I lo 


'WWiISt this jiolnt was in I 'debate, 
thd 'following le^cr was tedeiVed ffom 
tfre''Cfiifffand^fcbtmtd at > Patna to the 


Bbdra T)atda Apnl'll', fl'ydj dodr T 
Jil h ’J’dj) lii^hl^ necdflaJyfihklyod’lhdtiia 
'^■^^brillgniattaty toa fpcedy iflti'e'lVitti 
thfcTTabob,' fdr tHe'dilafeiitd^miKHW?, 
and* othtr IndA'-Voritefats.’ikkifi^ the ad- 
vdhtage*of* his' idfamous and-ibdhth bfc'- 
havibr, ate niihg' up in arrdsi'iiid llirca- 
tdn deftrudhon^to the chhntfy ‘*He h!is 
aheady loll Bcteea, and hAvc'inielli- 
gence, that Camgar CaWn, Babbo'CawB, 
and Tome bthcrClhefS, are plundering the 
country aliout Doudnagar The-Sbu^iT- 

poor 
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|)Oor Rajahs are alfo aflembling forces on 
the other fide of the riVer ; ahd w,e dai- 
ly expedt to hear of their entering, and 
pofiefling themfelves of their antient do- 
mains.” ' \ ' 

‘ ' ' - .,1 . < ' ' 

Whatever v/as tlie defign of thpfe 
gentlemen, in painting, in fuch firong 

colors, the troubled fiate of the province 

\ ' 

of Bahar, it could not but have fome 
weight with the Board, in fiiewing the 
neceflity of putting an end as fpee'dily 
as'pofiible to our difputes with .the- Na- 
bob, and mufi; have afforded ,a.~cpnvinc,- 
ing argument of the little inclinatipn-jthe 
Nabob could have to ,pr,otra(ft ^then?, 
fince.the confequences, apcordingT-o this 
reprefentation, appeared /6 fatal jto Jus 
country,, and* deftrudtiye to, his ffoveni- 
' ment. At, the fame time,', truth, obliges 
me ,tp .obferve, that the whole fiory was 
without foundation, it ,bem^g well known, 
^that ,the province never enjoyed, a fcate 
of more perfedt tranquility.^ Not a ze- 
mindar in the country, ''ever lifted up his 
,hand againfl: the Nabot, from the be- 
ginning"' of our troubles , ’ and Ca'rnga'r 
, > N 4 ' Cawn, 
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Cawn, in particular, upon the firft call, 
joined him‘with'''all'hls Fol^rfc? Thh'a- 
verfiolTwhiHi (hfiNaijoTi Siewdd to^fiff 
Aniyatt and'Hay«ivifiWiS'ver^I5bIerJa- 
ble.dthro evciy dncnof his lfcttcrs,-’flnd 
thfercalbnrs asl'obvions' HfccWas now' 
firmly peHhaded'by Mt EUi/s'txinlfiifl, 
add ithcJapprbbatioU'ldt'' metfiJom ' the 
Board, thabth^ylWere reFdbieii fdtbrcak 
wifhrhim ioan'dihc rv^ll 'kiik-w' IVD" !A- 
mvaftsIconhe&on’With Ihatt^defiiafi'? 
andihisJdifafFedhop lo himfibl/'^ -TBel^ 
ctconrnftancesjiidded WtthTftjibtt^fi^llidh"' 
heoriadUy believddj'^bf'olir 
aftafllytod'Jtheibarth a^fllbHrni, 
hihl^oftdiit'e'j'^it thtfi*6ropBf(& 
tiatiiftf &bly41llini fo'olhii- fleiighL 
andnthil •Meff>'ftfn^afti^ Fdaf'd^ctfi'’ 
ghiHg'to'tobdU&bl' affiftthfeili'^BHifiH^^-’ 
no iWfiy I;lflnvin66^hiife'”fift‘ 

appwhinffhhS'Were ^roi/ndlerd, bh*e’ari" 
nVal of thofe^enfliniifiiVwhta'Hy Wdli’lc]'^ 
let, 'with' his owd eydl^,’ that dht^hld'' 
only a fiddll'tfco^t "i" "I’ j Jth 

'On the 'ficc^hd’of May a IktirSb”' 
nved from the’Nabob, kddreircd*'to4hfc' 
Company, of which the following is, a 
tranflation Copy 
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* r f t ' 1 1 “ ' " 1 1 ‘ j '* -1 < ^ I ’ ~ 

Copy r of a Ijette 7 ‘ front - the Nabob to the 
‘ .Cpjtipany^. ~ Dated, April 21.,-' 17^3.1 

«« rr^HE^. particulars of the ruinous 
X ftate of Bengal, you will, have: 
been doubtlfefs acquainted with from the 
writings of Mr . V anfittart;, your Governori" 
and the other gentlemen of the Cotmcil,? 
the fame I, will briefly lay before you..’u 
T HE' Nabob Meer Mahomed. ijaffiet' 
Cawn, by the.affiflance of Colonel Clive;: 
became Nazim. of Bengal: ^ But by tea-^ 
fon of the rmfirmities of old agey, jhe was 
incapable of beflqwing tliat atteationri 
which was neceffary to .theladminiftra^j 
tion of affaii:s,j,efpecially-after,thev.deatlM 
of hiSffonhy a flroke.of lightning'j \vhen.j 
amexcefs pf grief and-^idtion, d,epriVf,r 
ed,-himrpf the.exerpife of ■ hjs.rieafonj^rid^^ 
underfl^ding, and added tp.theinfirmi^r, 
ties^ i old a^e.'- ^t.this.time^the-^ 
of ;the empirey-rwhil|phis father-^W^^ r 
in,ppfreffionj.pf; the^,tbrpne, by reafon of] 
the enmity of the Omrahs coming do\Viao 
from Delly,.^ arrivedfrin-^,the^diftrid;s '.of 
Patna,, andjcaiufed gr^at troubles therein,, 
t r'l' ’'"'lie.; Jib < AL'THOib 
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^ Axi'ho’ A uldmgheer, his fathef, wrote 
Ito Mccr Mahomed JaiHer Ca'mijfto fend 
-thel'Prmce'tb ihis pfeience'jf jfet, as the 
“Pfincelhad no fiied-refidcnce,"thc en- 
'deavors bf the Nabob aforeimamed,’ and 
Afithc Enghlhinny, sVere produdtive of 
-no'profitable effe^, wbilft the revenues 
lof the country were entirely ebftmfted, 
and the huCtiefg alfo of the'tompanys 
cominercc wis mucbhrnjieded Dur- 
ing this confiiCon, thcNabob afore-nkm- 
cd became' indebted about two crorcs of 
irupies to his 'army, bnd the trobpsiof 
tthi Company, btCdes <’tbe’ debt owiu^ 
I'dJthr Sircdr of the Cotipanyi-ftoniithe 
Nabob -afore-Viamed', bP'^hicht' frdia. 
his extreme neyigetite, aild wdfatdf au^ 
tlionty, heAvasdnablc tb'dlJchar^e^tht 
dhaalleft pdrt*,‘andhewlis reduced to futh 
'ah extremity, that the atmi^'fuiTdunded, 
and tumultuoiifly gathered ' about hint 
every day for theit arrears;' Iwhilil the 
deniandS of thi Rt)yal''treafure became 
more preffing, t ' ' i i 1 

BEsufads'thisi-’hi itus indebted to -o- 
ther inerdhaiits', and the'MOrittaS lay at 
' the 

• In the onguial, the tenth of a tenth. 
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die diftancc of iivc or • fix cofs from 
Moorflicdabad, cncrcafino; the <icncral 

^ 00 

difordcr, and podeding tlicmfelvcs of the 
whole countr)^ Upon this occafion, the 
honor and dignity of die Nabob afore- 
named, was openly attacked by the, hands 
of the army and other people, who fur- 
rounded his houfe, and crowded nponand 
underneath his walls, loading him with 
opprobrious language, raid laining hones 
and bricks upon him. 

When I faw things come to this pals, 
and the army and the people, who, from 
the profped of their impending, ruin, had 
applied themfelves to me, were a little 
appeafed ; I oitcred myfelf as fccurity-for 
the an cars of the army, and I f^tisiicd the 
people. .''Then, by the means of Mr. 
Haftings, J.made known to.thepovcr- 
nor, . Mr Vanlittart, the extremity to 
v/hich my honor was reduced ,* the uni- 
verfal confufion which, reigned j in ^ the 
Nizamut, that alhmethodshad proved in- 
effedtual, and that the people and the .ar- 
my had. applied themfelyes to ,nic, and 
therefore I.deliied him to come apd af;- 

^ ^ ' k 

1 .' t' '0 f ii •'■'■'I')) ^ 
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fiilme i|iTheiGoveiiiorjrMi:.iVanfittartf 
feeing the difordcrly ftate) of 'theNiza-^ 
mut) «id ofothcicnrrencytof'thciCofaiJ 
pany s afiairs, judged ithighly advifcable, 
that| I fhouldtbdt inveftcdTVfithtthe 3i- 
fear6n‘of(thcTaffaifs'of the country, and 
thtcommand of theforciis of tbeNabob 
afore-named 5 1 with 'this viewjt heleame' 
with fonie of bis cbunol to Mobrihfeda- 
bad, land advifedithe Nabob 'ml tb'efc 
terms 1 “ Do youiremam at eafe and m* 
"nqmctiinlthe palacep add entruft all 
‘JgyourjiiffaiTSj lo him *, irtho wDlHeir^' 
^bypQ limfheaftiMniiif(?,j andnefs 
‘,‘j ^dhtally rtllofe gdodborferato-^oui* 
“ejcpUJltryonljThc Nabob afore^amedj 
pptcOnfentingrtojTemamiatiMoorlbedis' 
bgdjuiiRtnoyeablydeclired thaflho"iyonld> 
gPjtpjMctranand bccoi&mg]yi cwith'thik 
dj;fignr(departedUofOalcutta,>i where jI 
bayc everifi^ce rcmittedsimofltblyifum 
for, bis fpbfiflcncattj. forcfhii rflufe.r rt- 
gardingjthtf welfarclofithd people, <■ and 
the prefcrvationlof any own honor and 
phataflerj^wbichcwcrerunitcdlwitb the. 
ill nl 1 1 riol au’ le jsa aiii uiNabob 
i • Mccr Coflim 


>(1 jI ' 
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Nabob aforc-namcd, I ftrcimou fly ap- 
plied myfcir to the man.igcmcnt .\nd cf- 
tabliflimcnt of the aftaiis of thcfc pro- 
vinces. - ’ ‘ ' ' 

The Governor, Mr. Vanflu.irt, rcptc- 
fented to me, tliat the Company fviffcrcd 
a great lofs by the heavy cxpcnccs of the 
Englifli forces, ' and he deflred that I 
would aflign a tra( 5 l of land for thcii pay, 
and they fliould attend me, and be of 
feivicc to me : I replied, that I would 
pay them ready money. When he con- 
fented not to this, excluflve of the teady 
money, effects, lands, and the farin of 
falt-petre, igiven by the ‘Nabob’ Meet 
Jaffier Cawn, I affigned three diifridts, 
which produced an income of fifty lacks 
of .rupees' for tlie charges’ of'the'foice^'of 
the Company,;' that >they‘ might colled 
the rents as itliey plcafed,' and apply thbm 
to the defraying of' their expence's, ahd 
when called aipon, afford me affiftancfe. 
Befides this, I furniflied five lacks of ru- 
pees, as, an afliftance which was necef- 
fary for the? charges of' the Company’s 
forces, m the fiege of the foit of Pondi- 

- ‘ cherry. 
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cherry 'Alfo, twdnty'lacki oF fup&i, 
the debt' owMg' from"the ^N^bob Meer' 
MahonStd’ Jafitr Entirely dif-' 

chSrged Ilit^jhat-' tune, I ^thc trdnblcs" 
(iatjfed by the'Pnn'cc incriafii[g7*I'mar6h-' 
ed'from Moorfhcdabad to tht^ provwcc’ 
of BaharJ cxpcamg'to'ibc offifted by thd" 
Coiripany’s fofccsj'iaud ai the father of 
Shah* AaltiOa Was'-de Jd;* I addreflcd tbtf 
Sh'dh, riqucfhrig, tilat'Vrhi'tcvcr linpro-' 
pirttfcafutCfi ^hadubeenT taken ) by 'Meer 
Mahdbfed^Jaffier Ca\^J‘he''‘wotild parb 
dofi 'tty* bffdhTes, 4hd ■'the tfunlJ' duf to 
fhe'impenM fiftaf*'! Wouia«pif O'-Bdt 
fcvefi]^edflitt"«Sfeiid<3uffs b'flhe Com- 
pimy S‘ ftfrAs f(<SF''Ht'homl^'e?S^ wci% kf 
phat^tune miny difttiffiOns'dndlchanges) 
making cdrtaifi Jdgreetntflitf^tisdth' ^the 
PnntJe, 'C6ndilftedi’liuii*'tt5'Pdtna,^dnd 
flflbciating’lwith'tbme 6 f *th 6 ^mUttafed- 
deeo of the NiiattiitiOind having takek 
the fdrt of Patna, mto their own poffef- 
Coh, they hud me Under ail h‘eavy each 
pence to tty* troops for Cv months, arid 
j ‘ Lj j I y ’ Ii b r y' Ji^drOVc 

• The n=mc nlTumcd by 
of his father 
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ilrovc to throw all my afhhrs into'ilifor- 
dcr. By thcblofiing of God, hlr. Vuii- 
iitt?rt remaining liim to his treaty and 
agreement, called fc\cral gentlemen from 
Patna to Calcutta, ib that their dcfigns 
proved abortive j and by paying and pro- 
mifing, I prc\ ailed upon Shah Aalum to 
return toward the imperial city. What 
I have done thefe three years for the 
welfare of the people, the care of the 
country, the prefervation of your fiiend- 
fliip, and the currency of )'our affairs, is 
as manifcfl as the fun. There is no oc- 
cafion for me to write it, and \\ ithout 
doubt, you have been fufiicicntly infoim- 
cd of It from the addreffes of your Go- 
vernor, Mr. Henry Vanlittart. The con- 
dition of thefe three years, how fliall I 
v/rite, and v hat I have fullered, and yet 
do fiiffer, from the hands of fc\ era! gen- 
tlemen ? The flame of enmity every day 
nfes higher ; v/hatever they pleafe they 
do, binding and cariynng a.way my offi- 
cers ; whatever comes into their mouths 
they fpcak, and tliey place guards upon 
my houfes and forts. 


On 
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On any taxable goods imported, I have 
never troubled tbcm^for one rupee j nnd 
fuch of the moll vaiuable comrnodities of 
the country, as they have bought and 
carried to other ports, have paffed m like 
mann er, without any demand from me 
for duties upon them Yet not contented 
with this eitenfive trade m all articles free 
from duties, they carry on a trade m 
jnany things not cuftomary, fuch as dned 
filh, llraw, bamboos, , beetle-nut, fait, 
tobacco, timbers, and other tnflmg ar- 
ticles, which ufed to afford the means of 
fubfillance to the poor and indigent m 
the country, nor are fit for exportation, 
nor can produce any profit to the Cohi- 
pany j and for their own trade and ad- 
vantage they raifc diiputcs , 

By fuch means, the poor, and the in- 
habitants of the country were reduced 
to, and Ihll continue in rum and mifery , 
of all thefc matters I wrote repeatedly to 
the governor, Mr VanCttart Altho 
he did not confider, nor do juftice to the 
poor, nor rcdrels their oppreffions, yet 
for my lake he came to me, and agree- 
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h'*'- to ,1 fjr 'll ihit’ on • h' 013 '’ht .■'nil 
fojii in the e.nuiti>, he rstutncii to Cel- 

(f 

ctuf. Ih't iiui.’l jnntlrricn of 

V 

conncil, not rv ’fihng thr v. end in nh', 
i'l the fto'. crj.i't, }n»H ceded to nn*-' 9. i 
.'nd unhrcoimni;: nu.ifu.t » ./'d n'eu’ t’’'* 
root oi' cninsiN lo d.ttjn il'n ihcne v. » 
r.n tc’bnrec IcU in iCsr;'!, end tl ' thi- 
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dciiic not to .dill, in ffi.ra hni ini'^ ilun 
own eh^rnllcrv v.iih Uk Cunipmy, noi 
to ebidc by onr eprccnicnt. 

Bur I h.n. c one liope }i.t left hi the 
infliccof tlic Coinpenv, lincc in the jne- 
fcncc of the Coinpaiy* the inR]!.!E} of 
any one, wliether relation or fli ‘tiyet, 
fcivant or friend, meets not v, iih eonn- 
tenancc; and fnch practices as tend to 
the fubvcrfion of the country, rnd the 
rum of the inliabitnnts, v. ill, upon no 
account, be appro red of by you. Af- 
furcdly, on hearing thefe dung?, you will 
VoL. Ill, O giaciouny 
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gracioufly befriend me and I,' for my 
own part.i tven-attentivc to the fnend- 
fliipj the confirmanonJof the turnon', and 
the obfervance loflthe treaty and agrec- 
ifaentwith thciCompany, which I have 
m myhands.idndcr the feal of the Com- 
pany, d6 remain, and will continue, m 
quiet and forbearance to the utmoft of 
my ' pdwcrl jI have that rehahcc bn yoilr 
fnendflup and benevolence, that yoli will, 
in the- IfriSeft 'manner, enjom the chiSfs 
of the army, and the gentlcmen>that re- 
lide m, or may come mto thefe parts to 
affiftandi befriend ime accordingi to 'the 
treaty and agreement,’ nor irficontradic-' 
tion thereto, totlabhuf at hntrodUCirtgf' 
difordcrs mto the cbuntryi arid amdngft ' 
thd mhabitdnts”' < ' - ' vili ' i 

It isiproper that you gtandlile Sm an-^ 
fwer to this addrefs, thathereafrerihmay 
have a wTitten' pledge of yo'Ur affeftion 
and kindnefs, to fliew to thcfei^cntltmen, 
that your affairs dnd mihe tndy be coii- 
duifred in aproptr raanhfcr In this view ’ 
I fhall ufcmvendca\ors,'antllaboiirivith 
my heart and lifoin promobng'the fui- 
cefs of yOur affairs ' If 
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If you refufc me this, this province, 
on which your commciccand my Niza- 
miit depend, will be one entire feene of 
ruin and niifcr)*, without any rcfourcc 
left j and ith the payments to the royal 
treafury, the charges of the army, and 
other necefiary cxpcnces, I lliall be in- 
volved in inextricable diflrcfics. Foi your 
information I have reprefented this. What 
more flinll I trouble you with ? May. the 
degree of your wealth and pjofpcrity be 
for ever encrcafing". > 

Fro^i the good fenfc and temper ap- 
parent in this lettei,_I now began to 
flatter- my felf with the hopes of a recon-, 
cihation , nor were they a little encou- . 
raged by the good opinion Lhad of Mr. • 
Amyatt, whom, in fpite of , the .lengths 
to which the violence and unhappy in- 
fluence of others had driven, him, I knew 
to be pofTeffed of a moderate difpofition, 
and by nature, the mofl: ill-fuited to the 
litigious feenes in. which he had unwarily 
engaged. ,'The Nabob had always pro- 
feffed a favorable opinion of him ; and as 

O 2 by 
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by this timtjhcomuAibayejjieencon- 
,ynpc5^^th^t;hc jcgort of^pur forcc^bc- 
ing^pn thp,marc}jagafpJl:^upj wafe mtb- 
^p«^ti,)bunf)atfpn" ,‘^is,j)bjp,aion;^jJp the 
^^uitjani^^pf {Cou^fc jhcrcforc 

jna^^ itfmy^cndcavpo 

to^cqnyinq^^^ him jpf | the 
good intentions of* Mr Amyatt, and to 

J J 1 {^ lb I •'JU. Vo. I 

penuade him to vield to the terms wnicn 

yiUJ 11' t ( l< nOy -*{ I I; >'1 JJUl J// )i 

were prelcribcd to yhirD, repeating the 

\jiA rill -^1 jni t Cl w 7^11 ^ 

aoI^iiranccSjOf my own unchanged attach- 

m I 1 f I I <jrri(iiii >) .inSf _wfj J 

lYient, with promilcs of redrefs/rom tpe 

J "'r ‘'Hfi.harri JV^Jj 

, iiuiucc of the Compaiiy. to whicn he had 
iHnt 7/ r n>n ^ jjij 10 iut 

appealed But it was not^^too laje, jjur 

„^fferepcesM ^Ipen top^tfpj^oit^o be 

removed f.Mr Ellis. cncpuni;?cd by the 

■’1 iUuir /nn ij ji iTJ 

tinned to widen the breach and the Na- 

•jtl j'l) iijniy/ ii| -dTi iiiJjT oj 31311 jfij 

bob, tired putwithrcpcated, provocations, 

ir ) L r i<n.i> b|o ^n 3 i vKiiiJxaj Ij; 
rand more plainly convinced of my ipa- 
Ijr^ I i/'junrno j iii/ ir> 

bibty t, protcd^ lhim,^(loft ajl, jHempcr, 

and mewed himfcif from this time fcarce 

fi I I 1 I j r 1 -J j HJ 3 jw ; ) I 

lefs Violent than hiSj enemies , , 

/' jj l>ii£ i^iul I L I 

j j,,On the [pth of Maj \yc deceived the 
following letter fjvipm the chipf ai^d^coi^n- 
^UtP^tna , , Ml d T 

Y) Patna 
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Patna Letter to the Boai d. 

Have iccci\cd youi favor of 
VV the 14th inftant, witli the re- 
Ibkitions of the Board, which as far as 
we can compichend them, will not al- 
low us to conftrue any a£t of the Nabob 
as hoflile, although ever fo greatly ten- 
ding to our luin, but we are to wait un- 
til we have notice from you of a rupture 
being declared. Who theie may be to 
receive your commands is hard to fay, 
but moft probably, neither any of li's, 
nor of the party now here, as we fiall 
clearly evince. ' ' ' 

We have’ had intelligence (not fioin 
hircarfas) that if the army iliduld 'cbme 
from Calcutta, the N abob intends niaf ch- 
ing here to attack usi in which cafe,'^he 
'will certainly Yem'ove bur dauks,'’and cut 
off all communication by that channel, 
ft Will be the third day of his march be- 
fore we can receive certain advice of it : 
and a fingle coffid will be twelve days 
reaching Calcutta, provided he meets 
with no impediment'; but it is more 
probable that, at fuch ajuridlure, he'ne- 
' ^ O 3 ver 
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Vcf* ^its^Hiere.'arik ftilFfedrrf^ fo,^ that 
^olir fflilwcr nfefe readies' df 

fiicif fe ^c'to aft f This faftorjr, 
Ifis^well knoton, ^1161 tchable if'atfid^- 
"ed *ffom^th6 city, ^od fo aTian'donit.'^will, 
'yino^ft' many bth'ek evils, ^vc'rfiich^'a 
IhocK to tke Ipmt'of'onr mop's, ^ is niay 
ihhnce 'the grcatell part of *olfr(ieepoys, 
in Avhom bur principal ftrfcn^th'tonfiiii) 
Itol^efert us',’'dnd gd oVer todhe NaboB, 
where iiiey' arc hetter mfurfed oFfuccefi, 




ankwilImeltWith ample enbouraglemiSt, 


Siofi Wdilld kcfertTOlh’ theif afm^ 
iinbtliw^fdbft'iiWi realfon^Arhy ^c>cah- 
ndt IbivS thcf5&6i*y,''iB,^^bur'hdVifag-’pot 
diil' binmfinitibn,* for its^bcatirtfeguntj', 
xn'’tHy lowepJiarl'bF the ho"iHe{l4h6 ma- 
'gazinJ Inhere Iftofobc ldy["beiiigf liable 
io te blown fip'bjHi commbn fbSketf ' 
BtiT'ket lisTiffpolei 'foF a momddt, 
iba’t on the Nabob s marchirr^bjilinlt lis, 
we'quit the faftoiy add take jpoit,'' ire 
' iVc to facfibde bWt fiibgebns and liok Who 
relSdem tht cll^ ? For it eddhot bcTilJi- 
'■ ^ pofed. 
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pok'd, tliAt they will he pcifnitlcd to 
conic out, 01 ii they cnuld, the fitiuUion 
of niofl of tluni is fuch, that ilicu hein<^ 
broiiixlit into the air, will he attended 
with ccitrin dcatli. w'cliarc for- 

tified ourfehes in this pof, our affpirs 
arc not at all mended j foi the Nabob 
lias only to fui round and Anrre us, wdiilll 
we, dying by inches, fit waiting for your 
orders, which can nc'tcr arrnc, but witli 
the army, and that at the foonefi. wdll be 
forty da3^s after Ills march fi om j\Iong- 
hecr. How arc w'c to fubfifl all this 
time ? The Nabob feizes all provifions 
coming from Bengal ; and fuch is the 
fcarcity here, that had it not been for 
the gunge, which fo much pains w^as 
taken to abolifii, we had long e’er now'’ 
been obliged to take up arms, to piocuic 
our daily fuftenance but w^as there plen- 
ty, w^c have not a rupee to purchafe it. 
With the utmofi; difficulty we have fera- 
ped money together to pay 011 r troops, 
for tliefe two months pafi; ; and, at this 
time, have not fufficient to difchargc a 
fourth part of the demands, that will 

O 4 be 
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be lyjon us-tDA few days,j,dthpi we ac-> 
quMt^jjop j)£ the lowncf? of ^pur cafh 
a^longjagoas^thejzd of Pebruafy -Tbir 
J«rty,^jtjsytmcj nans npj^nlk/romjtbe 
Nabob, pji:pypded|We,-are aUojred toa<S, 
aijd^niake|_Ae^xnoft jof ^evpiy j advantage 
A^t^qyay o^crjjjbuti^ourihands are ti- 
e^j ^ouTjt^elto&ga-] becomes iineyttablc, 
fpc^^3y^odypSjthis^mirft eve^ aft offen- 

the'" -de-i 

^jpj:_,ieae^yi inutheybud di/Tis 
b^i^pcl|ij 9 f^^ua pnly„that,thtyj edn hope 
ISbWfife^S 5}l'“tCdves)tiaDd,E-furely, it 
Ujijjjj^^djJaudablejtpfliake ufeipf every 
prp);4dsncq^?%pui;.jp.'t>uripbw'er» 
Pweloand 

6'\?‘tiy',i,r 3iudc D) bsirb n '"i 
jVrMlif#Jyii^“)*"E!#'ripgLtbeLDity; 
^fn? ^ITFHird'/ffl^tnMoteithed^abob 
g^ts^ypto Its ^pr,„afteryrard5, itimay^bc 
ipjprad^cf^le,, ap;] (the confcqUeficejof 
our aiSang pn ,^he jdofonC'^ndny^ wherfe 
hnt,in^the city,,;wi;ihave-alreadj’jpoffited 
out Our diftapceJrompGalcutta is ve- 
ry great,pndjWhcj\5yfifj^eNftbob marchts 


this way,j 0U9 coiqmnpication'wiU bfetut 
‘ “ " off. 
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ofF, and mbft probably liot opened but by 
vour army. If therefore we fliould obey 
nature’s firft law, we hope wc (liall not 
be found culpable^ tho’ it may not per- 
fectly coincide with yoiir orders - 

W E 'cannbt conclude without obferv- 
ing to you,' that we think we have no 
ways merited the diffidence you exprcfs^ 
nor given tlie lead reafon ever to‘ fufpeCt'/ 
that we woGld involve the Company in 
a war by any raffi or unpremeditated ftep'. 
We rather think, that 'we liave given proof 
of a'‘cbtitrary'difpolitioh, iri bearing* the 


many ififults'we' have ieceivecl,’'p'artFcu- 
lafly dnce Mehdee Alice ^Cawn has been 
appointe'd Naib here, whofe pedpTe Hafe 
even dared to abufe and call us'opprd- 
brioUS-^naines aloud froni'tKe Walls.' We 
ffi'all be as far as any,'^ to whom the mhl 
ndgernent of the^'Company’s affairs af6 
entruftedy from bringing them into' 'dif- 
ficulties 5 <tbut'whdrlht is really hecefiary, 
ffiall fendkvour 'to' aft with a fpirit that 
becomes fubjefts of Bf ‘ and fervants 
of ’her greated chniffierblal liody. ■ f ' 

' y oi/u ‘letters ’afC’^alW^ysd'he, and df- 


ten 


/ 
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ten jtwb days icarbCTnn date than any O; 
thersfrom Calcutta, -which gives the Na- 
bob at gftiat' advantage in point of mtel- 
Jigcncc h We therefore requeftiyou Will 
order them tpjbc dilpatchedjWith the ut-r^ 
molhcxpcdition! oji( ;r rcc t 
-rtt li. 1 iji II I II r j ji j I o 1 


on 


ing lifejlji^ (^3 letter ^^In^cad o^a^de- 

cent reprefcntation of their opmion. it 
01 ui JiiutlJ ( rjj 1 „) fij u ,noi 

ag^ft the^or- 
ders of the Board, which .they endeavor 

c w-jiii d o' ui i-j jir 

to_make appear unmtellieible, andnin- 

jiiO ut! lirr,.,, .ijjup. o -I- , 

RL*>oP°??r 

rod 

at winch ^e 
iSi‘¥'= 

a rupturc„wiA the, Nabob,,,. we „fliould 
give ,thcrp^thqearliell noticx,^wluM they 
were to wait j mfijinlhemc^tuncj|iey 
were tOjpnfent thei^elyK|yi^idefend- 
jjng the^Company ^inteijclb^aqd^rpperty 
agamft all invaders ^^Thisfinelg,'^8,^uf- 
m. r’ ficient. 


* See page a6a, of this 


cq sd 
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ficient, for what danger could we appre- 
hend to fo ftiong a detachment as theirs, 
from any number of the Nabob^'s forces. 
They themfelves always called them an 
undifciplined 'rabble, and gave an 'f in- 
ftance of 4000 repulfed by 50 of our fee- 
poys, who made good their retreat from 
Gyah to Patna, upwards of eighty miles. 
Money we fupplied them' with fo plen- 
tifully, that when they quitted the fac- 
tory, they cairied off fixty thoufand ru- 
pees in cafli, which fell afterwards' into 
the Nabob’s hands. ' 

\ 5 

" ThLy are' offended, 
left to them to 'declare a rupj:uie iidieh 
they thought prope'r, ^‘'hecaufe fheyJH'ad 
certain irilelligence (hdf frdm'hircaiTas) 
'that the Nabob was' determined, 'u^- 
on the firff notice of the march of 'any 
troops from Calcutta, to proceed with 
all his force 'tq attach the 'detachment 
‘of ’6'ur ‘troops 'at Pathh.” ' ' 

In' anfwer to which, ‘I fay hrft, that 
1 helieve''the" determination hf peace and 
warj ’was never 'known to be left in the 

I *" 

hands 

* See page'i 64 ,'of this Vol. - *4 See page 88, xbid. 
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■ It was not 


<c 
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W SSy 'lnfcnfar'^p'ir^ct*‘^'‘ajid/ fe- 
c(indty,'’tHat'if tliA* power ’^df^icclaniig a 
Tupldirc^TOi' Naliob,'' hdd'^btcn left 
tfl''tBA'Cliief'^Ail‘d'toilicil ^t^Pdtha/’ it 
dpjij^Kcnded'/that'p^artly thro 
iaHVinteUigehce, 'Jnd^partly’fiifo Ihcjf 
pikicular in'Aipofilion to^r^dShlc Na- 
’ljd'b,‘'(th'ijf’Wiiltl be''ln^luc<^t^ to"tleclafc 
d§au£fl: Tiiiri,-"mthoilt^ real-’ol-dfb&cient 
^ddft^hT and^contrary to the inienboSs' df 
thfeHolinl ItTdcedi’ I muA add/ tHklSht 
iVaA'tnjf own' ^nn'^plftfuafion, -tFaEUiey 
*only hjlight fnch' a power fdr'alfan'&oh', 
to the immeHiate^ecution 'of thfif dVrtt 
ddCgns-’'^"' ' ji itiirirmio Irinsh 

^SFATrI prtfefthaf their *intelh^chW'?r^ 
'fdhietiraits 'tyhtlle, 'refer' to ihat'Vfiy 
’artidlij \vhiAh 'they <SU cer^^ff,^' of the 
"Nabob t dntciftion''to'inarch^'to'‘Pafni, 
upon the'firft hotlce-of'any of tfilr troops 
fetting*but‘from Calcdtta It wab'plain 
■f Am -the Nab'chs-litter alrfefd^-hitert- 
ed^*/ that he had'ft&iVe^ filch abcoufits 
of our trbop's letfing diit' ffortffCalculta, 
as be'^behcved'to be^fthe }'’and-''yet he 
'*■' Iheued 

- • 'S‘«''p3g'‘i?3.' oT'didValf"::;''! 
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llicwcd not the Icafl fign of marching 
towards Patna. In like manner, in the 
Patna letter, of the 1 51]! of March, we 
wcic advifcd of the Nabob's being en- 
camped at Poonarck, and tliat he defign- 
cd to march back to Patna, to attack 
our troops ; but we heard for cci tain the 
next day, that he had proceeded quietly 
to Monghecr. Many more inftanccs, 
were it neceffary, might be produced 
from the Patna letters, of miftaken in- 
telligence. For proof of tlicir particu- 
lar, indifpofition towards the Nabob„and 
their endeavors to aggiavatc every -acci- 
dental circumRance into a ciimc ae:ainR: 
him, I might refer to numbcilefs paRages 
in their letters; but I believe thofc which 
have already occurred, in the courfe,-of 
this narrative, will be fufficient, nor need 
the fupport of further, quotations, , 

, . Whilst Meff. Amyatt and Hayv/erc 
at Cpffimbuzar, tliey advifed us, that 
the Seets ** had been feized and carried ar- 
way-to the Nabob.. .This being judged 
. a confequence of the Nabob’s fufjDicions, 

. that 

i. * 

* Juggutfeet and his brother, two fampus bankers. 
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that they wcreiconcemediiQ IbmeiiU de- 
iigns with us/ a^d^a breach of , the pro- 
inifc,which)he^madcj,to itpcji upon his 
firft,acceiEon to the fubahflup j a fpvere 
retnonftrancc wa6,jfent to him* againfl: 
this proceeding, with a demand for their 
xeleafe . i , , 

The Nabob in,anf^er, wrote as fol- 
lows (nr ! j 

!.[ I ^ r t ’ ' 

Cojiy of a Litter from tbt Nabob >to tbi 
' Governor J Zfatcd May 2, 1^63 - 
I ULii 11 1 . - , rj n I 

"jififlAVE jecaved with pleffure your 
“i fpendly letter, you ,wnte, ^that 
“ in the fame mannpriasftbe tyntena of 
“ news, -and mccndiary , jeports,[,had 
“ falfely, informed^me, forcKtwere dif- 
“ patched by ilandnandi water, .an^ thro 
" the woodsiandimountains, they muft 
“ have wrote upon the affair of the Sects, 

“ that the EngUlh forces had bi^en dif- 
“ patched thro itheir inftigations, ^and 
“ that thofe gentlemen wcrcrUffociatcd 
“ with the Englifli, i for Which iCaufe 
‘ they mull: have fallen under my dif- 
•* pleafurej 
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pleailire; yoit^'wrke alfo, that you 
underiland, from ' Mr. Amyatt’s let- 
ters, thatMahomediTuckyCawn hav- 
ing taken' the fame gentlemen froln 
“ their houfe, had placed them' ih^Hee- 
raj eel. The news of this procedure 
‘ had gready amazed you, becaufe, at the 
‘‘ time thatd fat in the mufnud of the 
Nizamut, I, yourfelf, and the Sects 
were joined ; and, it was agreed, that 
‘‘ thefe being ,the principal men of the, 
country, ^it was proper to carry on 
“ the management of affairs through 
'thei'r itieahs. And alfo at 'the' time 
you came to Mongheer, you- faid all 
that' was tb be faid concerning them, 
and now to carry themi away with 
fuch indignities, is unbecoming ; that 
‘‘‘ this procedure is a diminution of my 
character, and breach of faith, between 
“ yoli and myfelf ; and will give a pub- 
lie repioach to yoiir good name and 
my own.' That fuch a difgrace was 
" never ' offered to them, in the govern- 
mOnt of^‘any former^ Nazim. That 
their bufinefs is only commerce, nor 
' ‘ have 
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“ have they ever aiTumed any concern 
“ m the affairs of the government , and 
“ you defirc, that I ■will write to Meer 
“ Sved Mahomed Cawn Bahader to re- 
“ leafe them, that they may return to 
“ their own houle Sir, your forces 
have not marched to Luckypoor, neither 
have they entered Dacca, nor have they 
gone to Rangamettee or Rnngpoorj and 
wherehave they not committed violences f 
and what place, or what diftndis, are 
free from them ? And what day paffes, 
that the dependents and compames of 
the Enghlh at Gherettee and Calcutta, 
do not raife reports of war and tumults, 
and troops, marchmg from every quar- 
ter to Monghcer and Patna, that you 
write that the hircarras, and wnters of 
news, 'wnte falfchoods ? The hircarras 
of ncceflity write what they hear , 
And m the affair of the Sects, no per- 
fon has to this tunc ever wrote any thmg, 
nor fpoken to me concemmg them 
Now that you wnte to me, with all 
thefe Ipccious pretences, it is as mamfeft 
as the fun, that upder tlie government 

of 
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of every Nazim of Bengal till now, 
michund (for inftance) and every c 
dependent of the Englifli, and thefe i 
tlemen too attended on the Na; 
and aflifted on the affairs of the 
car, at the fame time that they c 
ed on their mercantile concerns, 
be praifed, that you yourfelf write 
I faid, thefe gentlemen are of cc 
quence, it is proper to carry or 
affairs with their intervention.” 
tliefe thiee years that I have borne 
buithen, and have repeatedly v 
to thefe gentlemen, to carry on 
own bufinefs, and . adifl in the affai 
the Nizamut, they paid not the lea: 
gard to my fummons, and have j: 
flop to all their mercantile bufinefs, 
have done all they could, to thro^■ 
affairs of the Nizamut into confufion 
treated me as .an enemy, and out- 
and refufed to come. Now that' I 
fent my people, and brought then 
ther, it was not becaufe they wer 
'tiiguing with the Englhh, &c. bi 
. VoL, IIL P 


fio ^ /£f 

StKgjmai^agcmeQt of fufh-jOfipiyiaffairB, 
^Jjjpdi^qili#ljiynr®4“i}-cdi itv-nSmce the 
|)Cgmim)g,yhif jvas agreed upon between 
fhapj thcfejj^entlemen,] &p fhould 
^^rayrs attcn4 upon^c-Nazim,^andcar- 
j^yjOn-^thjtljcjbnCnefs of the^l^izamut, 
/ ASifOftyour^wrmhg to 
pie ;n, tht? jmapner. andJkmtPBgEyour 
^fpy^siwjdtptit reafonj and ( treating cthe 
^gv ypadt* add treaties iwhichiarc bdtween 
athtldren-flnplayii ibrenkingi eri«. 
tireJ^flhcQugKithem/ ^ if -yodibaddiot 
ao^Aandpf cegardltothirndz-what othef 
cpjtftrtdbon <^I devafefor AisjflSWiilft 
vpw people di^gidDd cafryja'wayimyi'aui 
E(ulp„and)Jceppjtheni1ip;confmdmfent j an 
daia unjuftifiab}p/infolence ofnyounlpeo- 
plc^ which la overxfetting thettrdaty be- 
tween, u6»nthel-e as noduninuUooioficha- 
rafterr no breach tof faith, inorrcaute of 
reproach, between ps> neither iS anyj vio- 
lation of the treaty in thia^iButiwhen I 
fummon a map, who as my lo^vn depen- 
dent, the treaty is, broke, andpiy admi- 
mftration becoinfS[,weak,iandjmy namt 
fiijfcrs in the fightpf cyery one,fbut,par- 
^ q Pcidarly 
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ticulairly ' * in ^durs. O ^'gfacioils ! 
this is a' matter- of aftoriiflimfeiltli' Which 

y ^ * 

my underflahdmg .cannot' heach. 
word, that thefe’ gentlerheh,' from the 
firft dky, fwore and agreed, that wKefe- 
eveT my life was,' their life "was, and 
wherever my blifinefs wasjtlieir hufinefs 
was.’’’ f God be praifed, that this is afa’dt 
known- to'-all the world. Now I have 
brought them to this placeythat thCy'mSy 
alway.s he with me, and attend to m^bufi- 
nefs and their own, accotding-to cuftCm: I 
know not, whether what you write in be- 
half of thefegentlemen, be by way of ihter- 
cefiioff for them, ‘or whether their narties 
are incltided in our former treatyi* which 
. yoti have\reCourfe to, wheh'yb'u ^ha'f^'C 
me with breach' of- faith',' and ■'violktidh 
of former; agreements^ 'arid reproach'nle 
withweaknefs, and a- bad name.' God be 
praifed,; that I ha've'fent for them with 
no other deligri than for the currency of 
bufinefs, arid for their coritmuance iri one 
place': neither, askin' 'the cafe of Coja 
Wajeedi'have I feized any perTon'urijuft- 
ly,' nor charged my ConfeienCe with the 
' P 2 unjuft 
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uiyuft’ljMth^of any inan^^ 'IT^oh'^Sfr’i 


foly"(^ to'put imfconilrofhin? ivt 
^pjpjpcrjOnd aiion 6?'inincl"T: 


utterly widioul^cmcdy'.'^but i£ 

'eard eamtr/"Ss rnatter'is'iibt of Vn 


sard equity, this matter is not or 
J*ir;tL niiti Kun ) I ,[ 1(1 „ rf 
coniequencc, as to give occalion i( 


conlequencc, as to give occanon lor 

muS conteh'tiSn inilTc^oacli''' 
r im ttisoiqn O h i| i>i oi flLid 


init)tj>fl/ifiNabob s^HanJ*a>npiigh i 


yer, lay any thing ih bcnalr ot the h 
_ vants ana *^p<ndelit6^bf 'i^i^donipiJ 
nor you^^^entleiiiynV inte'Hfefe'rfi beh 
^ oFtHclcrVaiiis krid'HimirfdeA'ii'ljf tlli f 

3amu{*;^ yePVMf/ '^'iijtleifeiif'Tikvi'^d 


violatiob of ^hb*trtaty;’'iKd delibc^^fofa 
your narnti aitld'Hftablifli yb'il' 

’'t;oms f'am'Vcale&ilbfe'’^" bjTlEqbn 
' n ij' d c ' aL nc ibnmj- 


^ Hl fit laqfrfj' 


Tun Nabob had never exprefledha 
Iclf vs ith Fo mUc'h^acrftnofiy,'Tior betr: 
cd ihc VehdlntncS'^bJ' TiTs ’fefenfmeht 


I ’v 
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. ftroiiffly as in this letter, which feems to 
Bave been,didated from a fehTe of '-me 
deepeft injuries. It "mud: ^bp confeffed, 
the provocation was fufficiehl: to 
fuch a reel imination from llie N^b'ob, 
upon the little account which we iiiade 
of feizing and imprifoning his omceis, 
whild: we were fo ready to reproach nim 
for doing the fame to his own dependents. 
.But, what contributed at this time to 

' ' ir 

Lnake, him the lefs relidi our remon- ' 
dirance, was the news \yhich he had jiifl 
received of the feizure of Mahomed Al- 
uee,' which, in confequence of our ordeis*^' 
_.to the chief.and council at Dacca,, they 

% '* t ", ' ‘ ijG .'<1 

had effeded happily without oppoiition, 

[ and-, immediately fept ^hini pnfpner "to 
Calcutta j., this treatment (however nib- 
jjrited) of an ofScer of fuch conibqueiice, 
^Yaffeded the Nabob. >more than all that 

' - -1 IH'S < -IJ" 

had paffed, nor could he mention it with 
temper in any of his letters after this 
- - period, - , , 

X - i.X ^ l w f * 

. _ , 0 /^ ,i^e 30th. of May, we ^recei ved the 
« ■ folio wmg. letter from Meff! Amyatt and 

P 3 Hay, 

* Page 139, of this Vol. 


^ } - » < < 1 — ‘ ^ 
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Hay,icontaming' an 'accotmtiofl their firft 
inttrviewiwithithciNabob 'It ii bnt 

ol -imn ' r l on blijo it J |I'l 

Cojy^ if a Letter fretm Mejf Ainyatt 
jjHay, ,/a fe .povemor and pounctl 
,^3//^ May_l8, 17,63 (n 1 

“>T¥rE waited on thcNabob thel^t^th, 
c vW to acquaint hiniiof ^'Oiuvrcfolu'-' 
tion' I rin 'Converfing on “the ditfertntW-' 
ticlesncwc found itimpoffible to difcobfft 
fcparately nponathemii andihc defiredtis 
tojvntotdown whati weihad'lto faytfb 
hin? We delit'crediio himaPerfiahtranf- 
latfttiwe (Jiadrmade loflour itdlhi&onj > 
Trhellatae being fead,>)ihe '/dcCred'-h^e 
would rlcavcatTVith him, las alfS the F*!/-! 
maana,ir&c iwhichlTre acqulelcednto^ 
■phe ne^ct eviningiic fentlhi8,moAnfhee 
Hafiz/lldrac Gawn,")^ usjOtC defile^ wk 
would fign IhatiPefliaputandatef tir draw 
6ut a hip of /fuchlQlcmandS’as tltbfWerfc 
coramiffionedirto >get> fcomphed oWith > 
which wc accordingly ‘did, knd'fimf it to 
him Cgnediand feUed.ta'cbpy < 5 f Which 
IS here anclofcd tmWfe a^ain'>‘Walfed'b'h 
hinf this moming}‘)f6 defire’Biklanfwer,' 

'I if 



^ranfaBkns in Bengal. 

if he would comply with thefe articles;* 
and give us the.fatisfa(^tion required. ^'He 
replied, it would take up fome time to 
coilfider oh them, and' defired two’ days 
to give his anfwer . W e had i gpbd’ deal 
of converfation with him ' oil dilferent ' 
fubjeds,' in, 'which it-appearei he had 
confidered’ himfelf. as in.a-flate of war 
with US] for fome tirne pah:, and had 'if- 
fued 'Orders, _ and made preparations ~aG~ 
cordmgly, which has been the caufe^of 
ipme of the interruptions anddnfults'our 
people have met withi lately f ’and moh- 
ofrthe othifers, hefaid, had'heen^occafioh- 
' ed,by Mr.l'Vanlittart’s letter, 'whith he 
hitherto looked on .as a'tieaty,^ th^’Oo^ 
vernor had been authormed to'enterfnto 
with him, r, which caufed him toT fend 
thefe orders over the < country to his ‘au- 
mils, , the, executing of which, we now 
fo much complain ‘of.' tWej remarked 
to him, ’ many .of thofe interruptions we 
had; laboured tinder, 'before that letter. 
As far as ,w,e can ' judge I from our laft 
converfation, he feems fomfewhat con- 
vinced that our.intentions.arfi.not hoftile; 

P 4 as 
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as long asJjic 4 ocs not attcmptito mfrin^c 
OUT Tights, (of which wfc ihavc ufcd ouTi 
heft endeavors to perfuade hKn)iand gives , 
us fatisf^^ofl tfor the lolTes fuftamfcdiby 
infultf offered to theEnglilh byfhiS offi-r 
cerp,in--dilFer<nt parts of, the a country 
Th^s ^-we nroj m hopcsihejwiUcomply- 
witl^,-t}}ough,hc;niakcs grca^ ufo pf the^ 
argument,, of.,}lis .having' Baed;.|?y,;V[y.f 
V,aidittart^ qgreementi2^C|panpotjy;yt,C0 
yoij, ^t prcfcnt, jyidi certainty^pf 
‘=P&S 0 f> •wt(h 9 PJi:to,birme«V'Prtf“''„ 
nelson fW<?rfll 41 (agam,jviay,p^iihin 3 , foijo 

a qiJX#i“on|«>n dhe, JB^ 7 Darft. 1 q 

tic|e§.|f^ is tp,j:pmplj,,jTOthjy^or/:„the,| 
tipc 3pppint^3'^ 1 ^ forng^'^ing^Ips,, 
aqfjyfr^.to epdeavpqr^urtJjcr^^ponv^nfc^ 

wCj&all mention tpihim t))p3nqving,*,oi^,j^ 
troops tojijatna,. vyhisbjuthpgto^y^c J^v^c.„ 
dechncd on account of, hisjfufg^c^iqn^fjj j,. 


This letter aSi^caVomc’i^cs" tha?^^ 
the^Nabob woul^ m6mt itPJhe^maniis,'''^ 

I H( 01 mrrl i u ,-ie ; lo snub 
j rf , . und 

M / f' L»JDI\Oiq L /7 Jfl aii:7li33 “'I 
* Thu Traa m cnttfeguenccof airfolution of the 

Bori,' to = 

/"ceding a frcfli detachment from Calcutta. 
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and' thus our difputes -be ended but it 
appeared from his lettets afterwards, that" 
hiS difpodition for peace, was little afhil— 
ed'by his converfation with Meff. Amy-^- 
att and Hay, who, inftead of ‘ allowing - 
room for negotiation, or fliewing "an b-- 
qUal'willihgnefs to hear and redrefs liTs' 

^ ^ -S •‘•[-IT 

grievances, perfifted btily in requiring "h " 
determinate anfwe'r . fo their own dd- " 
mandvs', * Vhich might as well have' been ‘ 
infilled 'on letter from Calcutta, with’^ \ 

out putting"' them to the rific'or trouble - 
of To long' djburney. ' The" Nabob cohiP^" 
plained '^iiiuch’ ' of this proceeding," h'hd " 
by Ibme paflages in his letters, appears*^ 
to 'have' behn as little pleafed -Cvith the ' 
haughty' fiyle in which they ' addreiTelf ^ 
hirh^ whihl' they, in their turn, retorted 
the fame' ''complaint upon him! But ' 
what w'ere 'the' Nabob’s real intention’s' 
at this tim'e',' whether to fubmit'to necbf-" 
fity, and fign to the articles, or by re- 
iedtinghhem, .refer our differences to the 
chance of war, it is hard to judge. It 
is certain, he was provided as well as he 
couidbe/^amil^fhe'VdfjflV thbughft is 

jif I ' 1 V".. - , 
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my jCjwn belief, iathis jntentipn was ne- ^ 
ver_,tg b^cgyi tbq vfar, but to^avoid it, tdl ji 
he fhguld, (be<foyced,tOjidcfendihinife]ft i 
That fuch Y^s^is^dilpofitioui tl judged i 
both from [his letters andicondua; 'his 
letterSj though filled with themoft bitteni 
remon<lrances of jthe violenceSjCodiimt-(| 
tc^ pgamft him.jlhcwedjalways a jearofit 
coming (to e^trcimties, jandi a defife Itoo 
treat, l)W^le,ours, .which hejcwasuanr-fi 
fwcfihg, cptjtained, thej, mpft fabfolutcb 
cgmn9g}ids,|retiforced, tyifiiu:^ denlincia-rj 

tignjgf LWar,);j|'((h= rcfiifed to fiibmitjto 
filfitri^VAi}^ as, to his <x>nduft, if hehadu 
reM^^llfipn IW he,wguldK.fiirely,uot,r 
th?iHi?iiy wpysie.mightb 
hayc tah?i}oto diftcFf^tu^ hetiwouldjhaveo 
a^pkpd (the/jletachH)Futsi|fenl,,out from^ 
Patqa, lOnd eudeavpuredto cute them /off 
frpnilthefbody,|,iiifl;ead ofjpiahmg inef-^n 
fcapalepmplamts,ty) us j gbOX' thnigs.l) 
he jiTOuld hayj^ Ji^tXprep^redj^on the firft 1 
cgnjmenccmepf ofrhofiihtie^ tOirayagcj 
the,Bnrdwarriproyjiffe, ,^rom , whence he / 
knem^wp^receiyedour, chief ifupphes offl 
mon^j, in l{ioftj he, wouldjhayetftop*-'! 
(1 1 pF'i 
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ped^'tlie' currency ‘of the 'Coitipany’s hu- 
finefs in all parts, ’ 'whifch' he ' rie^y’e'r 6nce’ ' 
attempted, tilFt^e'city of ‘Patna was 'at- 
tacked and taken by our tro'ops. ‘ ' 
Whilst our affairs were in this cri-‘' 
tical fufpence, ' a very Uiilucky circbm-'' 
fiance happened; which gave a turn to 
the fcale, and introduced a frefh fubjedt' ' 
of difpute. " Some boats laden with' arms ' 
for our' troops at Patna, which Hadbeem' 
difpatched * about * two months before; - 
pafling by Mongheer, were -flopped there"'' 
by the guards. < -Meff. Amyatt^khd Hay' 
demanded their releafe; but" the-Nabblf ' 
looking upbii’this as a frefh proof of buf * 
defign to break with'^hini, and 'naturally' 
concluding that theie' arms' were -to 'b’e' 
employed' againfl hifrifelf; fefufed lb 'parf 
with thCm]''''tinlefs bur forces “ivere^te- ' 
moved frOtiiTatn'a,kleclaringj' thaf "^hilfl 
they cbntinued there, 'ernplbyed^ as they' 
had always' been,' to' inf imidate" the bffi-^' 
cers of the government/^ andTcreeh' the" 
violences' and oppre'flibris"’6f“Mf. Ellis,'^ 
her could put no confidbribbln bur prb- 
feflions. ' At "the fame tinie'i’ as a proof ' 
' . that 
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thaf'lus'Vit^V'^m' the demand'Was ohlyto 
^revent^thc ili* ulc which' he khew Mr 
EUis'wxinld'm^c' of thofc fdreeir-he of- 
fered, as altcratiyc, that they flioidd 
^coffinuc^&erc, 'provided ihat^Afr’ EUis 
was recalled, and'eithcf'Mf' *Ahiyatt, 
Mr M'Gwire, or Mr 'l^allings^'’ ap- 
-'pointed chief in' his'rdom,ffotKcOTEc he 
'^infilled thit'the detdehment ffiould he 
\^r3i;rcd'’d6wn''to'Monghiei‘'for hisrier- 
tneci' acfcohJing to thg tertnsrof onrofi- 
‘•^mil treaty In’fliort,'' hf pretended, 
*'th’at thiohly objeShe !aiMfediat,'( 5 vas to 
-'dblriite 'the 'fiufchidVons ofiMr 

•’-Ehl5,‘^hy^ipninDg''hixn' o'Ethe means of 
'■'iffec^i^'lhem'j dhd dcclafedinthat this 
‘ pAjl tftftldpreTefvt'thcp'eadt bt?tWeen"dE, 

* for thSt^bSS^ ctrtai]ily-5nformed,iMr, 
feUife*' was fHoli'ed ’ttf’altack-'thelitity of 
’‘Paia ^-The firlV advic'e^that we kcceitfed 
^ of thii* afiair?''‘was’ in *^3 letter from MelT 
'lAinyaft add thd'adth of May, 

which'dnclofed.^’at'^e'fanie ^time, the 
Nabobs reply to*fhe^ deihands rof the 
Board, and was cdnfinnedEy their letters 
of the zdfh andT'fil of the laine month 
" Thefe 



wU 
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c Tliefe Jetters, « with , tranflatioiis ,of the 
demands prefen ted to . the Nabob, and 
his reply annexed, I fltall hererinfert." 

I'l _ 'I J 'ijO' 

a ^Letter from Mejf. Amyatt 
and Hay./<?. the Governor and ConnciL 
Dated Ms-Y 26, 1763. ' 

JEdiaye not feen the Nabob thefe 
yY; foui days, he being’indifpofed, 
which catifed. us to importune him ^ by 
letters, for ^an - anfwer to .the feyerd-de- 
^ mands, you ordered us tojnjift on^-his 
.-complying mth. , This morning he-/ent 
„-it .by Nobit Roy, which we now, inclofe 
-oyou ; I we ha'd before, flattered purfejyes 
,ihe intended givings, us a-favoriable,,pne, 
though he all along continued toinfifl:,on 
burlpeople being- -,the aggrelTors, ^and 
complained , of ^ our feizing his, aumils, 
when he was 'always .ready to redrefs our 
grievances, >yyithout entering into juft 
argument, buLconfiningr it to occurren- 
, -ces lately happened, flnce;hisorderdirued 
in ‘Confequence of Mr. Vanflttart’s letter^ 
j but he- feemed,^to agree, ,,by l^is converfa- 
, .'tion, that^ the method , we, mow ,]yanted 

" our 
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onr ;^tO)5Q!o4 in.’rpbopirly ob- 

fciyedj wasjjuI^„iandito 'ippearafacc he 
•^yar jfTe& /rpm apprehenfibns * of i our 
wantmgj to iquarrcl with ihim ,-but we 
nojv miL^ conjeftui):„thi 5 behaVior^was 
oplj to delay, time for /ome purpofc or 
other -( j.,, , f ri-^t I'wt 

^ boats, with the anns dbnPatna, 
arrive^ ,herc ycfterday, and, were Jloppcd 
by the Nabob 6 chokey We immedi- 
ately apphed ibr their ' rel^e'^by letteb,^ 
and gaVcUthem a duftuck, mehtiomng 
t^eyj^cogtaiped arms, which thfcf^have 
k^ytj^^and,^ the boats IHUjCpntmue de- 
tuned j,T,te Nabob jpromifedlmianfwer 
b^'^ljobiJjRoy t^is moming,i who-faid 
th^^ij^t^e detained for jhayingl arms im 

Ijr.fttui o ,I 3 (n.qu 03 J iu.i< 

^^The letter ,wr,itten,hiraq, to day we 
have lent, hopuig it iyill have fome if- 
feii on hi6 mmd, refleiSing that our going 
aira^ mult^ neceflanly brmg, on , a rup- 
ture^ to prevMt^yvhichnjit, may jnakc 
hm hearken to rcalbn, ,and the may Itdl 
be brbughtjto comply _^'ith theiartifcles 
required}^ ^therefore, i£|hc jlffirps uaito 
I ' Itay, 
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flay, and releafes the boats, we fliall con- 
tihue here till ' fuch time as we receive 
your orders how we are to a( 3 : in cafe of 
his non-compliance with any, or every 
article; but if he ftill continues the hoflile 
adion of detaining the arms, we fhall 
move from hence either towaids Bengal 
or Patna; as moft convenient, if we have 
reafon to fufpe<ft his wanting to flop us.’". 

Copy -of the Dema^ids prefented by'MeJJl 
, Amyatt and^2.y to the Nabob. 

'have already pointed out to 
. > V' V ' . ' your Excellency, the' grounds 
of -’our right •'to ‘a fiee trade throughout' 
the provinces^ -and the independency of 
our people upon the-couritry government, 
founded upon the royal Fir maun, &c'. 
Attefted copies ' of which we have laid 
before your ^Excellency, as well as “the^ 
hearty refolutiohs of’ 'the Board,” ' to fup- 
port-you in your governnieht with all its' 
advantages; as lorig as you do hot attempt 
to 'infringe the' privileges of die EngliSii 
We nOw proceed,^ agreeable-^'to yoii^ 
defire, to draw out a wlrftih^ of the de-' 
' mand, 

t * 
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mands wcarecommiiEoncdto make from 
the whole Board, and under their hands 
and feals 

J'iRST, That your Excellency do an- 
nul the treaty yon made with Mr Van- 
littart, and recal the feveral attelled co- 
pies of It, which were circulated, toge- 
ther with your perwannah, m confe- 
quence thereof, to the feveral aumils of 
your government, informing them of 
Its being void 

Secondly, That reparation be made 
for the lolTes fullaincd by the Enghlh, 
both before the laid treaty was made and 
after It, by the lloppage of their buCnels, 
and the oppreSloasofyowfevcrsl officers 

Thirdly, That the funnuds granted 
by your Excellency, for the exemption 
of all duties, for the Ipgce of two years, 
be immediately annulled, and all duties 
coUedted as before, as it in a great mea- 
fure deprives the Enghlh of the advan- 
tages which the tenor of the Royal Fir- 
maun has ever entitled them to, above 
other merchants, and is entirely repug- 
nant to their interell, and prejudicial to 

the 
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V 

the .good harmony which ought to fub- 
iift between your Excellency and the 
Englifh. 

Fourthly, That difputes between 
the Englifli and the dependents of your 
government be adjufled in the following 
manner, viz. 

At all thofe aurungs which are adja- 
cent to, or under the management of the 
fubordinate factories, the gomaflah, in 
.cafe of being injured by any of the of- 
ficers, of the government or their depen - 
' dents, jGball firfi; make application for re- 
drefs, in writing to the officer of the go- 
vernment, refiding' on the fpot ; from 

whom, if he does not receive immediate 

* .. 

fatisfadlion, he fhall fend his complaint 
to the chief of the neareft fadfory, who 
fliall be empowered to take cognizance of 
the fame, and demand and exadt (if necef- 
fary) the fatisfadtion which the cafe may 
require. But that it is to be underftood 
in refpedt of weavers, ^pykars; and all 
others, who receive advances of money 
for goods to be provided, or ^are indebt- 
ed for goods bought, the gomaftahs fliall 

VoL. III. '' retain 
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retain their | power as afual, to call fuch 
debtors to account.' On the other hand, 
where thegovernment s people lhallhave 
rpafon to (Complain againil an Englilh 
gomaftah or a^int, thcy,lball give the 
faid agent or,igomari^ notice of tke 
complaint in wnting, requiring and rc- 
commendmgitoJum to fcttlp m an a- 
rmcablc equitable manner,; an^ m 
cafe the agent qqigomaAah refnfes, or 
neglcAs fo feftjqat m_^|fuch^ manner, as 
lhallj appear rcafonable toj the, govern- 
ment a, officer, he^flhallAen tranf m it an 
account of it to the ckirf of^j-the ptarcTb 
Enghdi fai^ory, and deUver 5 popy of the 
faid account to the gomalWi » .and Ihe 
chiei' of the faSary is ^erehy required 
to examine j llri31y|into the [aAair,^apd 
deeffie It according to julhee, , giving a 
copy of his deterrnination^to^the officer 
of the government who m^e the^coirf- 
pl^int , T^at ,flic gentJemep of the^lnb- 
ordinates fhalf^ceep^ a regiller of^ Aich 
complaints, with the decilions p^<^ on 
them, a copy whereof fhall be forward- 
ed monthly to the Prelidency Vs^ith 

rclpedt 
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refped to the diftant places where trade 
is carried on, fuch as Rungpoor, Poor- 
neea, Gwalparah, andRangamettee, there 
is at pr'eient no refident on the part of 
the Company j but the fituation of 'the 
former being fuch, as will make it con- 
venient for examining the complaints, 
and deciding the difputes, which may 
happen in mod: of thofe places, we have 
accordingly appointed a' gentleman to 
refide there for that pitrpofe. 

Fifthly, That a gentleman, on 'the 
part of the Englifh, do always refide at 
your Durbar, by whom all tranfadtidns 
between your Excellency and the Eiig- 
lifli, will' be 'carried on in future j and 
that he be acquainted with, and approVe 
all orders, which are to belfiued thro’ the 
country relative to'the^Englifia. 

Sixthly, That jagHedree funnuds be 
granted the Compan^r for their lands of 
Burdwan, 'l\didnapoor and' Chittagong’. 

Seventhly,’ That you dd dlFue ‘pe- 
remptory orders to the fhrbffs and others, 
for effedting the currency of the rupees, 
coined imoiir mint, and for .our coining 

CL2 , ' three 
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three lacks of Vupecs annualiy, in each 
offthe mints of Datca and‘Patna ” ' 
Eighthlv, That the mondy dilburf- 
cd by Mahomed Reza Catvn in the ex- 
pedition of Tippdra, out of the revenues 
of Chittagong, after that 'province was 
made overththeCompany,bercimbnrfed 
NintheyI'^A pUbbe’and cxemplaiy 
ipunifliment is’reqliired'to'be iiffliSrf on 
Xnwl Shaw,' theriommander of the troops 
from Tekarree.r belongmg to your Ex- 
cellency, who attadked a h fubtihdar, 
and fifty feepoys belonging to the Eng- 
Jidf, declanngi'that he had the' Nabobs 
orders to cut' every Englifh feepoy to 
pieces wherever be-lholild be foilnd , and 
that the faid punilhmentbt mlhaedbe- 
ibre out departure from hence ' m ' 
TENTJiLV,'rTh6t the Sedtsibe'WdaP- 
ed, and permiftedto gowherfc they plealc 
unniolellcd r n( jdi i ’ 

BEEVENJitET, That yoUr Eifcellency 
do give, us an explicit ' anfwtf to the a- 
bovc demands, land'with' all cortfenidht 
expedition. ilTue yotir'’ctrdfcrs ‘agrc'&blc 
thereto, fo that (he Ehglilh bQfindfs tnay 

» " ) > gg 
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be freed from the interruptions which it 
now labors under.” 

Copy of the Nabobh Reply to Mejf. Amy- 
att a 7 id Hay’j 'Deina7ids. 

A S ^ nothing to do v/ith cuf- 
toms or duties on any kind of 
goods from any merchant whatever, ' and 
have wholly exempted them for two year^ 
to come, ye may engage in whatever 
trade ye pleafe, nor will any one med- 
dle or interfeie therein. After the time 
of exemption is expired, every officer 
will again interfere for duties, then ye 
will prove your rights from giants, 
and I will anfwer you. 

First,, The Governor’s agreement 
’Wfas never regarded by me, and an order 
is noW; gomg\ to, my officers^ that the 
copies of the writing he gave me, wheie- 
foever they appear, are null and' void. 

. , Secondly, What does it matter ^ the 
lofs that has arifen in the revenues, due 
to my Nizamut, on account of you gen- 
tlemen j, fettle with me for that, and I 
,jam ready to fettle the lofs that it can be 
, Qu.Z proved 






prove'd 1 the I Company have fuffcrcd in'; 
thfcir hufinelsjthro Imy oiHcers 

Th'irdi/Y, The profit and advantage 
that has ever ufed to accrue to the Com- 
pkby, for my own part, I covet none 
of it Tht dilbndion 6f the Company 
iS ‘what It has bccn'j but do you examine 
mjT pact's, and fee, that in the chucla of 
Hoogly, Dacca and Patna, icc thirty 
or ’forty lacks bf rupees is the annual a- 
moant of the taxahon anfihg fiom thofe 
\kirer ri'ceiptS of cCiftom u , > 

-Foil thife tWoorthfeiyeatf paft,’what 
haV6' I r^Ceivfed ? Nay, haVe L not paid 
Ihb'expehce of thele three dillnds, and 
othcrofficesi out of my oWn^pockctj? Be- 
fides alhtlus, ^ofiriflilks haye ptoctedi^ 
againftmy officers* With thfei^itmOft^u^- 
dignity, and carfied them aw?y ;ui^b cOlj- 
fiffcmerit I uipu I II i„ i,j , 
lAlTHo JihaVe agau) and again ^Wyo^e 
to you-on this head^ anjlj a^vifeij ^you 
thereof, it aVaded npt at all, nor, didyop 
concciti your’felves about it, , ^As, I,per- 
xcived there Was nO redrefs for me,} and, 
on the cdtitraTy, I fuffered the greateft 
indigmtics 
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indignities and infults from yonr hands, 
for the fikeof recoveiingyoui fiiendiliip; 
having no other remedy, I preferred my 
own lofs, and liavc taken off all cufloms 
whatever. 

Fourthly, Whenever the chiefs and 
gomaflahs of yoni factories intei nipt not 
my people, and the dependents on the , 
government, my officers alfo will not 
interfere witli the weavers, pykars, and 
others, rifually dependent on youi fa( 51 :o- 
rics. And when we ffiall agree on both 
fides, to adt in this manner, for what will 
my officers caufelcffiy commit injuries a- 
gainft you ? - You write, that the chiefs 
of your fadtoiies will fettle difputes. You 
have never brought an officer of this go- 
vernment before a chief of a fadlory, for 
fettling any matter in my adminiftra- 
tion until now ; at prefent, if contrary 
to cuftom, you are purpofed to .over- 
throw my influence and authority in the 
countries of Bengal, &c. it is a means of 
"deftroying our friendfliip. There never 
has been a fadlory.of yours at Rungpoor, 
and the power too which ye have given 

0^4 to 
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tojtjiciclucf, ye lyould have raifcd thcte, 
of hearing andrdetcnriining all caufes m 
thcjcountry round about, istaltogethcr 
foreign to any agreement or grant you 
have t If ye arc rcfblved to ait contrary 
to all agreement, how will my authority 
and mflucncc be* kept there? And my 
officcrsbemgtherc, is altogether needlefs 
WHEREF'bRi; thofc placeSj whither 
you are to fendichiefs, and to'^direfl: the 
adminiftration Bi all caufes,' ahd thema- 
gillrature'in fuch a inannerj 'you ought, 
firft, to advife me of, ' for thei-embval of 
my officers, that I may Call them thence,, 
ahd Idehver the bnfinefs of •'the "Jilact into 
yourhands, becaufe, from there be;ngtwo 
rulers in the fame 'diftniS,' the country 
aniinhabitdntsiirenimedandopprcircd ' 
Fifthcv, Wheneverrwe have.|agrecd 
together, to ourmutual fatiEfadlion,'thcrc 
CEull be no neceflity foryour deputy' re- 
maining at my.fobrt, "as la Angle lefter, 
for thefc twoor three years part, has fuf- 
ficed for every thmg that has happened 
Sixthly, In the treaty between Us, 
as itihall have been mentioned, either for 

the 
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the expence of the Company’s troops, or 
as a jagheer,' I will perform accordingly. 

' Seventhly, The revenues arifin'g 
from all the provinces are received in 
Sunwaut rupees.- The payment of my 
troops is alfo in the fame Ipecies,, as ‘’ivell 
as all other charges of the Nizamut great- 
er fmall and ! have never molefted any 
one for the revenues in Sicca .rupees, 
coined either at Moorjfhedabad, Patnaior 
Calcutta. Moreover, theihrofFs and mer-: 
chants are no one’s fervants, but for tlie 
fake of a finall profit, deal one with the 
other. Let every rnan of his own fancy 
buy and fell,whatevei,he pleafes, ! fhall 
interrupt no one, 1 - 

' Eighthly;. All the money that Ma- 
hCmed^jReza Cawn had collected from 
Chittagongi fince it has been made over 
to. the Company^ is paid into 'their cafh, 
as. I have ‘your receipt for- it. ^ 
„ISriNa:‘HL-Y, In the.diftnfts, dependent 
on the 'Nizamut, be pleafed to fee an ac- 
count, of ‘the)very many of my people 
plundered' and- . maffacred by your folks. 
When ye fhall have given fatisfadtion for 

the 
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tfacjwjio^ afld puniihcd yow fpljc§ ac- 
cordingly, I tall w^cdistfly fend for 
LiwlShaw, whcrefocrer bri»ay tefpund, 
altho he isnofcrvantof Jtune, ajjd liave 
him .properly, pumflicd before yop tp-o 
gentlemen i r , ^ 

Tenthly, Ithas eyef been a ciiftom 
for the.Bcctrto attend upon the Nazim 
At(tbis time, -on account of the mfinua- 
tions of evililpcakers, they were become 
miftniftfnl of, me, and a£md^o come near 
me, therefoM I fent for them tither 
^Vherelberer I^am to be, there ilfo will 
thefe gentlemen be, according to cudom, 
and have their bufinefs corned on 

EiEVENThLY, The Company s ad-, 
hcrcnce to' that prdtnife waa eyident to 
all men I alfo thought youl do what 
you /ay, and do not go.b^clf lionji your 
Word I At prcfcnt it fccms, as tho ^ou 
keep neither promileijnor treaty foij,a 
Angle year, nay, a month, or ajday Now 
that you have written and brought me 
thefe demands, iwhat article of them reds 
upon me, that you require a pubhcnvxiy 
ting of meif I have -not, by any means, 

broken 
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bioken my word , yc receded from your 
promife, nnd fain would again make a 
new treaty and agreement. It is necc/Tary 
too, that what will make me cafy be 
conhdered in the treaty. If you allow 
me the management of the Ni2amut, 
leave in Batna, and other places, the 
people ncccffary for conducing the bu- 
linefs of your factory, as you formerly 
ufed to do, and remove all Englifli troops 
and feepoys wherever Hationed. I fliall 
never be backward in promoting ahd af- 
fixing the buhnefs that properly con- 
cerns you.*' 

‘ExtmB df a Leffc?' 'from Mejf, Amyatt 
mid Hay to the Board. Dated May 
29, 1763. 

'''"TVTO'twithstanding our repeat- 
^ ed rerhonftrances to his Excel- 
lency, fetting forth the hoftility-^f the 
adtion, he has not ye't releafed the boats 
with the arms 5 neither doth he Iliew 
the leaft confidence in what wc fay, and 
declares (at the fame time hinting to us 
the 'former revolution) he fliall not place 

any 
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any in^ us, tiii we remove the detach- 
ment from Patna to Monghecr 
' We beg leave to offer it as our opi- 
nioni that the having the troops intend- 
ed to be quartered in this province, fta- 
tibncd hcre^ would be very advifeable, 
but cannot be thought of, till fuch time 
as he compiles with our demands, as it 
IS probably made by caprice, or with 
dcCgn 
■Jf 

Copy if a Letter from Mejf Amyatt and 
'Hoy to theLoard Du/riMay 31, 1763 
" ^ B mclofed is a dnphcate of^our 
laft, dated the 29th inflant, on 
winch day we lent you a cypjier made 
out here, which, we ima^ned, might 
be ufeful in farrymg on a cbrrelpondcnce 
in cafe of a ruphire a copy of the" fame 
was iikcwife fonvardcd to Mr' EUis'^ai 
Patna ' , ‘ 

Whatever we urge t6 his Excel- 
lency, m regard to the relealc of tte 
boats with arms, or the neceffity of his 
placmg a proper confidence in us, his 
genetal reply is, that we have fcized his 

aumds, 
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aumils, tiiat the words of the Englifli 
me not to he triiRcd, .muI dial he will 
not iclcafc the boats till fucli time as we 
icmove our tioops from Patna, citlicrto 
this place or to Calcutta Altho’ he will 
take no flep towards a reconciliation, or 
to give us fatisfadion, yet he, upon all 
occafions, mentions his dcfirc of peace ; 
in fliort, liis aim feems to be entirely to 
gain time.” 

About the fame time, the follov/ing 
letters w'crc icccivcd fiom the Nabob. 

Co/ij' of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Govcriwr. DatedM-'^y 2^, i7^3* 
‘‘AT this time Mr, Amyatt and Mr. 

^ Hay being arrived here, have 
delivered a lift, containing feveral de- 
man ds,w^hich are unreafonablc andfoi cign 
from former treaties and grants. I ex- 
pected not, whilft you yet remained, 
that I ftiould be involved in this trouble, 
and fo unjuft a negotiation 5 ^ that in one 
year, new agreements w'^ere to be made 
fo often, after the breach of the antient 
treaty^ that upon every occafion made 

ufe 
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nfc of I to intimidate me^ I fhould be 
threatened with a breach of the treaty, 
and vexed, pnd mortified without caufe, 
and my afiairs obfirufted > At this time, 
fi-om the larzce* of Mecr Mchdee Cawn 
Behader, I am repeatedly informed, that 
the troops under Mr Elhs s charge, 
create, contmual dillurbances and quar- 
rels with my people, ^and , daily leave a 
frefli root of iiffeation 
r From thefe appearances,j,aU the te- 
nants, and the troops which arc^ at Pat- 
na, are ever m alarms, and taking means 
for their fecunty 1 This has given, and 
Iblligives occafion to the people to be- 
hpve, that there is no longer a friend^ 
fhip and umon between us j It afibrds 
me a fubjeft of contmual anxiety and 
apprehenfion, left (which God forbid^ 
thefe thmgs (hould produce a difference 
between us, and you unjuftly reproach 
me To this purpofe, Ihave^oken to 
Air Amyatt hkewifc. but the gentle- 
men do not hear me nor regard what I 
fay This day I have received an arzee 
from Meet Mchdee Cawn, of which I 

fend 
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fehd you a copy for' your pciufal. if 
you, geiitleiTien, intend the Gngliflk ar« 
my for my defence, it is ptopel tlut you 
call it from Patna to Caleutta> that it 
may be called upon in time of heed, or 
elfe keep it ^Vith me at Mongheer, which 
Will pUt an end to difputefe, and reftoro 
the currency of adaifs betWeeh us, and 
fliut up the inoUths 'of the people from fo 
many rumours. But if it is not your dc- 
lign to rembve the troops from Patna, 
and you Ibek only to diftutb my affairs, 
'and to aWe ahd intimidate me, let me 
know it, tliat when I have learnt yout 
pleafiir'e, I may clear my hands frOfn 
every bufinefs, and all this 'vexation. To 
this pur^fe,' I have expreffed myfelf alfb ^ 
to Mr. Amyatti both by fpcech and 
Writing.’^ ' . - 

*\ r ' 

t ‘ f ^ 

’Copy ' a LetfcJ' from ,Meer -Mdidee 
'• Cawn (Naib'ofVi^tm) to the Nabob. 


cf j ‘H-AVii frequently and fepeatedly advi- 
fed your Excellency, that Mr^ Ellis, 
and the troops which are with hirh, crea- 
ting troubles anddifputes with the people 

of 
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of the iircar, feck for a rupture j and the 
tenants ahd inhabitants of the city, and 
feepoys of this place, fcemg this Hate of 
things, are fallen into apprchcnfions and 
alarms, and are providing for their own 
fecunty The people judging from 
hence, that there is no longer a fnend- 
fliip and good tmderftanding between us, 
raife many reports of different kmds i 
and the zemindars, taking the occalion of 
their not being called upon, with-hold 
their rents, fo that the revenue is en- 
tirely obftruaed I cannot defcnbe to 
you, how much the affairs of the Niza- 
mut arc fallen into confufion In what- 
ever hght you regard thefe affairs, yon 
will gracioufly be pleafed to iffue your 
orders for the qmetmg of thefe diforders 
and troubles othcrwifc the whole bufi- 
nefc of the government is deftroyed, and 
thefe mutual ammoflties, which tend to 
rum the mterefts of both parties, raife 
fulpiLions in the mmds of the people 
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Co<'>v of a Letter fiom the Nabob to the 
Govci uoi\ Dated May 26, 1763. 

« X^rHENMcff Amyatt and Hay 
V V came to this place to treat, 
with a lift of demands, I ex'pedlcd that 
thofe gentlemen would inform them- 
felves of every particular, and put an 
end to all affairs and matters of conten- 
tion between us. Accordingly, I fent 
the aumils with Rajah Nobit Roy, and 
Hafiz Iffrar Cawn, that having heaid the 
particulars of the oppreffions of the Eng- 
lilh gomaftahs, they might ufe fuch 
means as might fettle every a’ftaii . Thofe 
gentlemen at once plainly anfwered, 
that they wanted not to hear what I had 
to reprefentj and in the affair of die 
foices at Patna likewife, thev reohed, 
‘‘ For what ftiall \vc recal the forces 
‘‘ from thence ? Nay, we v/ill fend o- 
thcr forces. If you have any defign 
‘‘ to quarrel with us, we are ready.” A- 
gain, Mr. Amyatt and yourfelf formerly 
wrote to me, that you had never fent any 
muflcets or military ftores to Patna , but 
the day before yefterday, fix boats laden 
VoL. III. R with 
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with ‘rnulkets,’ See amved here from 
Cilcutta. ^ ' 

Sir, openly to deny fending any mi- 
litary Hores, and fecrctly to fend them 
in this manner, what ,can it mean ? I 
have no ohjedion to two or three hun- 
dred Englilhmen remaining at Patna, but 
to keep up fuch a force wih Mr Ellis> 
to rum my affairs, is very imjiroper , and 
that gcntleftian every day keeps his forces 
in readinels, and creates troubles and quar- 
rels with my people Therefore I wnte, that’ 
I will nqt fuffera lar^r force than two or 
threehundredmin toremainvnthMr El- 
hs If you, gentleinen,' regard your words' 
and engagements, and the condition on 
which yOu received Burdwani &c ' from 
me, for the cipences of your army, 'it is 
fit, that in tronfomuty therefi^, you re- 
cal the faid fotces, and place ^em with 
me, or remove them to Calcutta. If 
not, write me a plam anfwer" ’ ' ' 

P S I am yet ready to comply with 
your word j but dungs are brought to the 
laft c.\treraity j and however defirous I 
am of avoiding the worft, yet I fee no 

means 
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means of it, and my patience is near ex- 
haufted. Wherefore, I write this be- 
fore-hand for your information. I fend 
you inclofed a copy of the anfwer, which 
I wrote to the lift of demands, prefented 
to me by Meff. Amyatt and Hay.” , 

These letters being laid before the 
Board, a general Council was held upon 
them on the 9th of June, in which it 
was refolved, that the troops ftiould noj: 
be removed from Patna 5 and that if the 
Nabob pcrfifted to demand it, or to de-, 
tain ^e boats, Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
, fliould be direded to leave Mongheer-. 
At the fame time, the gentlemen of Pat- 
na were advifed' of thefe refolutions, and 
ordered to ad as they might be direded, 
hyMeft. Amyatt and Hay. For the mo- 
t;ye of Aefe refolutions, I refer to the 
following extrad of the debates which 
produced them. ^ 


R 2 


ExtraB 
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'EkUdB of CiUfulfitiin o/'Junt 9 fFr'e- 
fert Miff Batfon, Adams, Bdlers, 

' I Oaf tier, Haftmgs, Mamottimi/ Watts) 

' tbt'Prefdcnt 'mdijpofed 

H E Governor fends 'to the Board 
JL the foTlowmg letter, which he 
has juft received from Mr Amjratt 
Sir, His Excellency has received a 
kcllaat from ihe King, which ‘the dav 
tefore yefterday h'c put ‘on in form, ‘ and 
laft night he made an enteriamment for 
us on the occallon ’ ‘ ' 

The anns ftiU contmue flopped , they 
lav in boats on the oppoCte fide of the 
river, furrounded by his feepoys He 
ftill infifts on our forces being withdraivn 
from Patna and other jilaces, to convince 
him and all the country, of our peace- 
ful m'tentiont, and then* h'e is ready to 
iffiie any perwannahs we plealc,' for {he 
fonvarding our buCneJs He does not 
rightly dedare, which of the articles he 
will comply with, but I perceiv e he will 
not give lunnuds for the lands, nor don- 
fent to a refident being with him, nor 
eftabliQi the other mints, but will en- 
deavor 
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deavor to take fomc mcafurc to prevent 
our being fufferers by our rupees. 

Hr not agree to our punifliing 
his fervants, nor do I think we ought to 
infifi: upon it, but alter that article to be 
puniflied by him, after our chief has 
heard and reprefented the cafe, and for 
us to chaftife them, if he delays or neg- 
le6ls to do it. The Sects, I am perfua- 
ded, he will keep here, nor fuffer them 
to be of much confequcncc in future 
likely he will not ufe them ill, nor take 
their money Ut prefent. He denies the 
agreement with you, tho’ he fays, if he 
did, it is not any where in writing. He 
requires fatisfadtion from us, for any im- 
mediate damage done him by our people, 
when he is ready to make good ours, 
that may be proved againft any of his au- 
mils and chokeys, excepting Mahomed 
Allee, whom you have in your hands to 
do with as you pleafe ; he objects to our 
, any where working or cultivating his 
lands,^ or purchafing any thing for them 
at firft-hand, it deprives him of his du- 
ties and advantages therefrom. In iliort, 

R 3 he 
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Patna j for wliich rcafon, we have never 
mentioned our troops moving for that 
place. A perw annah is gone to clear the 
petre. He faid, he thought the produce 
of that place did not belong to us. 

I am, &c. 

Signed P. Aniyatt.’" 

Tun Prcfident, at the fame time, 
tranfmits to the Board his opinion of the 
meafures proper to be taken, in the pre- 
fenthtuation of affairs with theNabob. 

The Governor’/ Opinion. 

If the Nabob detains the arms, it can 
be looked upon in no other light, than 
as an open adt of hoflility, and I think 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay fliould be diiec- 
ted to make fuch a final declaration to 
the Nabob ; and if they are not then de- 
livered up, to take their leave. But fup- 
pofing the Nabob to make fatisfadtion 
for this ill advifed fiep, it fliould be con- 
fidered, whether his anfwers.to the feve- 
ral articles, delivered him by Mr. Amy- 
att, are fuch as ought, when coolly and 
feparately refledied on, to refolve us to 
engagage the Company in a war with 

R 4 the 
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thCjNabob j or if it is admitted, that e- 
very , article is not lOf fo much confe- 
qucnce, ,tben it Ihould be confidcred, 
which are, and which are not, and 111- 
ftruflions fent Mr Amyatt accordingly 
The placmg our troops with the Na- 
bob, as he delires, would certainly be a 
means of icftabhfhing a confidence in 
each other, and of, making that confi-i 
dence appear to the world, and at thelame 
tune, ^fwer all the purpofesjof prefer- 
\ mg our influence, and fecurmg the tran- 
quiUty of the country , 

Yet,, I am not for removing them 
upon the Nabobs demand>,but if he 
will comply wjth the larticles dehvered 1 
him by lyir Amyatt, .or the material 
ones, I think, thipjrequeftimight then be, 1 
granted, and thjitMri Amyatt (hould be, 
empowered to rgive Jiim ^to underftand r 
as much , >(^,tdi 1,0/ , 

Laetiiy, if a,fupturc is unavoidable, 
the feafon thould,be confidcred, the Hate 
of the treafuty, jmd the peace in Europe, 
by which the French mil be repoflefTed 
of their fadtones The troops from / 

hence. 
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hcncc, could notnt this tiniciunrch by land 
to join tlic dctaclimcnt at Patna, there- 
fore it may be advifcablc to defer pub- 
lilhing the refolutions of the Board, 
whatever they may be. 

All thefe papers being read and con- 
fidercd, 

The members likeuife delivered in 
their opinions as follows. 

M } . WaltsV Opinion, 

The Nabob’s bc]ia\ior, fince MclT. 
Amyatt and Hay’s arrival at Monghcer, 
leaves no room to cvpcd he will ever enter 
into any terms with us j but, on the 
contiary, it appears from it, that lie on- 
ly waits for a proper oppoitunity to break 
with us i and by his fcvcral replies to the 
demands in MelT. Amyatt and Hay’s let- 
ters, it is very evident he places no con- 
fidence in usj and as we have no rcafon 
to place any in him, I therefore think, 
that his demanding our troops at Patna to 
be recalled, ought not to be complied 
with. That as the rainy feafon is fo near 
advanced, a letter fiiould be wrote to 
MelT. Amyatt and Hay to take their leave 

of 
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will attempt to detain Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay, he thinks they ought, in fuch cafe, 
to fiave the power of declaring the rup- 
ture; jindthat a tiote from them to the 
chief and council at Patna, fhould be 

; I 

fufficient for their ading, as if received 
from the Board, 

■» f ^ 

Mr. Marriott’ j Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that 
a letter be immediately wrote to MelT. 
Amyatt and Hay, direding thern, in cafe‘ 
the Nabob has not releafed the boats^ 
with arms to quit Mongheer, and either 
return to Calcutta, or go to Patna, as 
they may judge moil: eligible for enfuring 
their own fafety ; and that application to 
the Nabob on this occafion (hould be 

\ ' I ' i - * 

left to their difcretion, ^'Phat.the troops 
at Patna fhould not be removed agreea- 
ble to his demand ; as their remaining at 
that place will prevent the Rajahs, on the 
borders of the province, from taking any 
advantage of the prefent appearance of a 
rupture, happening between the^Nabob 
and us, by making an invafion into his 
territories. That if the Nabob either 

does. 



2J2 -A Narrative of the 

tiocsj^ior haswleafed tlic arms, and wdl 
comply ’with the moll: mateml demands, 
fome of fhe others might be given up, 
particularly thofe mentioned by Mr A- 
mydtt, in his letter to the Prefident, 
firft, thatregardingthe jaghccreefunnuds, 
for the provinces of Bnrdwan, Midna-^ 
poor and Chittagong j as polTcffion and 
the force we maintain m the country, will 
always lecurc them to us , fecondly, that 
regarding our pumfiung his officers 
This article he thinks might be altered, 
that apphcation Ihould be firft made to 
the Nabob, on the occafion of any com- 
plaints againft them, and that we fliould 
only obferve the method already laid down 
upon his refufing to give us Xatisfa&on 
for the fame , thirdly, the. article, con- 
cerning the mint ( 'i ^ (I 

That in cafe Meff Amyatt and Hay 
Ihould be obliged to leave the Nabob, 
orders Ihould be fent to the i gentlemen 
at Patna, to aft agreeable ito former in- 
llrudtions, unlels they received fome cer- 
tain intelhgcncc, that the Nabob was 
marching for Patna , in which cafe, they 

Ihould 
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'feiould be ordered to z€t on the offenfive, 
and endeavor to felze thexity by a' coup 
de main. He further thinks,- Meff. Amy- 
att and Hay fhould hear what_the Na- 
bob has to alledge concerning' the lolTes 
of the fircar, by our agents or, gomaftahs. 

Mr. Haftm'gs’j- Opmfdii. " 

' Tho’ Phave, from the beginning, 'ex- 
preffed mydifapprobationof the meafur'es 
taken in our late unhappy difputes with 
the Nabob, and which have given’ o'cca- 
-fion to the ' temper, i which he, at this 
..timbi fliews towards' us ; yet, after hav- 
ing gone fuch lengths, I cannot biit thiilk 
'it, very unbecoming* to fubmit quietly 
to fo opeman adl of' violence, as' he has 
i been guilty of in ' the ftoppage ■ of the 
-boats of warms': ‘ It' is therefore my, opi- 
nion, that Meff. Amyatt and Hay be or- 
dered' to demand of theNobob the im- 
mediate clearance of thofe- boats,' in the 
■name- of* the Prefident and .Gouhcil 5 and 
in cafe' of hisTefufal, fo inform him, 
-that it Will be deemed equal to a decla- 
ration of a rupture 'on his hde ; and that 
they do accordingly take their leave of 
' ' him, 
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him, and return to Caicntta j but if he 
confents ^to jeleafe the boats, and cx- 
preiTes a wilhngnefs to yield to our de- 
mands, I think we cannot in julbce to 
bun, or confiftently with the intered: of 
the Company, refhfc to comply with the 
demand he baa made, that the detach- 
ment of our forces now at Patna, may 
be ftaOoned with him The alarms of 
the people cannot be fo effeilnally ap- 
peafcd, as by the appearance, of a confi- 
dence, fuch as this will occaCon.between 
the Nabob and us The Nabob will de- 
rive more benefit from our influence, 
whim our troops arc with hun j and it 
will be Icfs lb his power to form any^ ill 
defigns againll ns, whdft yre have fuch, 
a check contmually upon him , ^ 

I AOREv with the Prefident, that^in 
cafe of the Nabob s objc&ng to any„of 
the demands, it fhould be determined by 
the Board, what fiiould be mCAed upon,^ 
and what may be difpenfrd with, and 
Mefl" Amyaft and Hay inftrufled accor- 
dingly , m which dmm&on, ^e Board, 
i\ ill doubtlefs confider the real mterffi: 

"and 
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and honor of the Company, and not in- 
volve them in a war (which muft at all 
events prove of great detrirnent to them) 
for ends indifferent or inadequalte td the 
expence and rifk which 'may accrue' to 
them from it. I am likewife of opinion, 
that if Meff. Amyatt and Hay find the 
Nabob in a proper temper to' yield to 
the propofals offered him, they iiiay pri- 
vately fignify to him, that the Board will 
confent to the removal of the Patna de- 

V ^ 

tachment he defires, provided he fiffi: 
complies with our demands. 

Mr. CartierV Opinion. 

Mr, Cartier judges it advifeable, 
that Mr. Amyatt and Hay fhould be im- 
mediately recalled from Mongheer, as it 
appears to him, from the advices receiv- 
ed from thofe gentlemen, that the Na- 
bob has no other defign by prevailing 
upon thern to flay (after a flat refufal al- 
moft of every demand they were empow- 
ered to make, and the hoffile adt of de- 
taining the arms fending to the Patna 
fadlory) than to gain time to anfwer fome 
purpofe, that may be very prejudicial to 

Our 
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Mr. BillersV Opimon. 

Mr. Billers is of opinion, that as 
the Nabob flill perfifts in detaining the 
arms, it fhould be looked upon as an adt 
of hoftility. That Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay fhould therefore be immediately di- 
redted to leave Mongheer ^ and that our 
army fhould march to Coffimbuzar ; for 
it at prefent feei^ns, as if the Nabob only 
wanted to gain time, and endeavored to 
embarrafs us as much as poffible, by the 
rains coming on. ‘ He thinks the tioops 
at Patna, ought by no means to be re- 
moved at this jundture and that if MefT. 
Amyatt and Hay 'fhould quit Mongheer, 
the Patna gentlemen fliould be permitted 
to take fuch meafures, as they may judge 
bed; for theii own fafety, and the Com- 
pany’s inteied. 

Major AdamsV Ophiion. 

Major Adams is of opinion, that 
the troops fhould by no means, for the 
prefent, be removed from Patna, but 
that it fliould be left to the pleafure of 
the Board, to difpofe of them as they 
think proper, if matters can be amica- 
VoL. HI. S bly 
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bly accommodated That any particular 
articles of the demands, which the Na- 
bob moftly objefts to, fliould be tranf- 
imtted to the Board, with his rcafons, 
that ttey tiiay be reconfidcred, and it be 
determined, whether they ftiall Ibll be 
infilled on, or may not be moderated j 
but before any regard is paid to cither of 
thefe pSints, he thinks orders fliould Jie 
fent to Mcfl" Amyatt and Hay, to de- 
mand thd teleafe of the arms > and, at 
the fame time.acquamt the Nabob, that 
fliould It not be immediately complied 
with, they hive orders tolcare his court 
That they is ill make this demand and 
mtiniation, if they think it confillent 
with their owii fafety othcrwife, retire 
to Patna, or take fuch other rOut, as they 
may judge moft, eligible and conducive to 
their own fecunty j and when they find 
themftives out of his power, to tranfmit 
him in writing the orders of the Board j 
and, laftly, that if MefT Amyatt and 
Hay quit Mongheer, the gentlemen at 
Patna fliould be left to adt as theyjudgc 
qiofl: proper for their otvn fecunty, and 
the Company s intereft Mr 
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' ' ' Mt\ Batfon’j Opinion ,^ - 

I AM of opiniorij-that' we can by -nO' 
means confent to withdraw our troops' 
from Patna. That the Nabob’s defire 
of having them with him’ at Mongheer iS' 
inlincere; his realdefign being only to get 
them removed fromPatna; that our with*- 
drawing them will be a great ftep towards 
ruining entirely our induence and power 
in the country i and therefore I efteem 
it highly detrimental and didionorable 
to the Company and 'nation. 

' I AM further of opinion, that the Na- 
bob’s evil difpofition towards our nation, 
is evident beyond difpute; nay, that it 
is avowed by his -inf fting on our with- 
drawing our troops from Patna, and by 
the ad of hoftility he has already com- 
mitted iii'feizing our arms. 'That it will 
be weaknefs to think of treating any 
longer with him, as he has refufed ieve- 
ral times to comply with our demands • 
and all his anfwers are filled with 
fneers, reproaches and calumnies. That 
therefore Mefi*. Amyatt and Hay fhould 
be direded to endeavor, by ilratagem or 
other wife, to get the arms releafed if 
S 2 poffible. 
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jjKjffiblc, lond to return to Calcutta as foon 
as they can, orltcr,go to fatna, if ifhcy 
-juH^eTtKb'former imprafttClble That on 
their; departure, they fltould advife the 
gentlemen at flatnajiand direft them to 
aft aS they may ijudge heft for the femcc 
i[' lit <'"^ejlwns propofedl i 
'Tthb fevdral opmionj bemg'rdad, to 
render the rifolutions to hfc taken more 
dleaf, 'the following diftuiftt 'queftions 
eete -ftated and put atthe Board h < 
Question I Shallthe iNabobs de- 
mand, of removing the detaduntnt from 
Patna) be confented'to.'or faotfi j 
Akswes., The Board unanunoully 
think It oughttnotje < o , i 
’’'ObtfsTiII Irixftfelof thcfNabpbs 
ibmpliance\vitIr'ourddmands, fl]iill''the 
Patna detachment be removed tandi ila- 
fioncd at Motfgheer, odViot?; A 
Atl^wj The irrfajontyf* vuoji MclT 
Watti, Car{ier,‘^Biller$lahd'iBatlbn think 
It ought nofl u 1 1 \\f 

Quest IlfJt Shall Meff lAmyalt and 
Hay bo dirdfted to leave Mongheer, im- 
tnediately 6h the receipt of thfe letter 



I 
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Ave now fend thenii *or remain to'ltreat 
further with the Nabob ^ ■ 

Answ. The majority, viz^ Meff. Mar- 
riott, Hahings, Billers and majoi Adams, 
are of opinion, that if the arms are hot re- 
leafed, they {liould come away>; if they 
are, that they diould flay to treat fui thet ; 
and that it fliould reft in their option to 
make a frefli demand of. theii releafe, or 
not, Meff. Watts, Cartier and Batfon 
think, they ought to return immediately 
on the receipt of the oiders now to be 
fent them. 

Ques. TV. If the Nabob continues to 
infift on the removal of the troops, as a 
preliminary to his entering upon any trea- 
ty, altho’ he releafe the arms, niallMefto 
' Amyatt and Hay remain to treat further 
' with'hun, or not 

Answ^ All the membeis except Mr, 
Haftings think, . that they ought in fuch 
' cafe inlmediately toMeaveMongheer, 

Mr. Haftingsf Dtjjent. 

Mr.. Hastings diffents, becaufe he 
lias given his opinion, that the troops 
might bcTemoved from Patna ^ and does 

S 3 not 
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ndt'thlhlc,' that’fficl^aSob's iciaizl 'td' any 
obe o/ theHemands is'iiifficienttojuibiy 
our breaking' with lilin ' 

'■ * ‘'R^/o/iittott of the "MigoAty ' 
'AoR^Ei, that'Meir 'Arrfyatt and Hay 
b'c Wdtc to'rn following terms That 
t^e dahnot 'coifSn£ t6' the Nabob's de- 
mand of removing the trocips -from Pat- 
na j and therefore, if 'he' perfiils in mak- 
m^tllatk ^relimlnary5'in& /efufes to treat 
on 'other fen&, of td relealc the boats bf 
aims, they a!re, An 'either cife, bnilnedi- 
ately to leave Mongheer, and rctdrh’‘tb 
C^tiitta, 1 / they thidk 'it' pfa&caWc', *or 
otHerivife take ftlfeV other rout', "as'ihfcji 
triay jUdgi' mbft'eligib’le^for thfir'fafeiy 
Thatiftheytllitik'it ifnfafe'lii fibti^'tliefe 
rcfolitions Ad‘^fci"I^abob', and fhdt ly 
may'lnducc feint'td^ dSuiil tHenf af iilort^-'’ 
hccA'we AifmlP'ilifcm^ttf bdmd bway' 
without nli/ntioliin^'our 'filblution Mj' 
further to 'him"'"'""' ' ' ' ' 

That dn'th'eir dejiaftbre if om Mong- 
heer,' they ire’tb ‘idvile'us antf the gerl- 
tlemcn at Patna, direftin^ them' to 'Hi 
updn theit gtlafd, iiid to adl m thetnani 
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ncr they judge mod pioper for thcii own 
fecuilty. 111 cafe the Nabob maichcs or 
fends any troops to attack them. 

A G R r E D, that we wi ite like wife to Pat- 
na, and inclofe them a copy of thcfe or- 
der .to Med'. Amyatt and Hay, and dc- 
•fire them to a6: as they may be directed 
.by thofe gentlemen. ^ ^ 

Mr. PlaftingsV Diffcnt. 

I ENTER my dident to the two lad: pa - 
ragraphs of the letter, ordered to be 
" wrote to MedT. Amyatt and Hay, for the 
following reafons. 

Tho’ I cannot believe, that Med'. A- 

I 

myatt and Hay dedre fucha peimidion, 
as is heie given them to leave the Nabob, 
witliout informing him of the refolution 
of the Board, in cafe of his perfifting to 
detain the arms, or to dema.nd, as a prer 
liminary,,the removal of our troops from 
Patna 5 ^ yet I think it very unbecoming 
in the Board, to grant them fuch permif- 
fion. After having entered into a treaty 
with the Nabob, and flattered him with, 
repeated adurances of our dedre of an ac- 
commodation, abruptly to break it off, 

S 4 and 
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and idcclirolwar againft h i m (fince one is > 
njadBB^confcqnfcnct of the other) with- 
odtdcttingdiimlknow the terms on which 
ouTifncndthip depdnds , what is this, but 
tq in&atcithe Nabob intoampturc which 
H(tiinjghtiavoid,'i if he wtis certam, that 
his ibfifhng 6n thofc points -wrottld be thej 
caufc, of ope j and whichjfliam convin- 
qed, he^would-f with to avoidpby 'cvcnf' 
concqffion tharthould be required bfihun, 
a?ftht means of peace, ifincc he has no 
force toioppole us, and it isiwell knowd 
he has nodepfcndence, and can haS'endne,) 
but on our fnend/hip ' ' ' ' i b /" it 
I CANNOT, for my own part, fee how 
Mefl" Am)attandHay£houldrun agreatfer 
nflc now than hitherto, from a free dc- 
claration'jof, the fcptiments of the Board, 
to the NahohSnnor cwiiJ fee anyireafbtt 
to fofpeft him, of forming any treache- 
rous defigns againft,the,pcrf0n3jof thofc 
gentlemen, m I|iknow of no'adl of-hisi 
that can juftily, that opinion of himrand 
luch an attempt if made,, could anfwcr 
mo end - , i , , n l, , [i 

The order gtren to the chief add 
council 
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council at Patna, to take fuch meafurcs 
as they think proper for their fecurity, in 
cafe of the Nabob's marching, or fend- 
ing any forces to attack them, is autho- 
riling tliofe gentlemen to - commit open 
hoftilities againft the Nabob, ^on the firft 
pretence offered them, by "the mareh of 
a few men from- Mongheer to Patna,’’ ‘tir^ 
the falfe reports of their IVircarras/- who' 
may tell them, thafthe* Nabob, * or 'his' 
forces, are on'the >road to>attacIc' them: 
Till "therefore they" are openly attacked’,' 
or the Board have declared war agaihflr 
the Nabob, I obje6: to any power put into 
their hands to cominence a' \var them- 
felves/J’ ' I' 

_ . - ) 1 ' 0 " ,3 r ' 'i 


r I TSv/illlje 'remarked, Tlial ‘I%as not 
piefentmiyfelf kt'tHis'fconfultktiori, 'hav- 
ing^been 'for feme days’ ''cohPirieS' by lick- 
hefs; and 'therefore' kri^\^?ho't 'df the ‘fd- 


folutionS'Of the Bbafdi tiirac^ukintedtvlth 
’them'aftefWaTds by the fecretaiyV whom 
I deliredhoTummon another "meeting 'of 
the Council the next day; and detained 
the difpatches, that this matter might 
' 1 ^ ^ be 
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be rcconfidcrcdjiaa I /judged tbe orders 
fent to Meir ^myatt and Hay precipi- 
tate , and that they fhut out all poffibi- 
lity of tan accommodation, altho^ the Na- 
bob fhonld be mclmed to it The Coun- 
cil bemgi ineti I fent in my opmion m a 
letter to the fecrctary , which bem^ read 
at ithe Board, produced,, the laltcration 
which I propofed m the, orders to MclT 
AmyattandHay „ nj 

' The foUowipg is an eattrad, from, the 
confultationof my letter to the fecretary, 
and thcfefolutions taken m confequence 
of It 1 ' ir j r r, , 1 


ExtraBof Confultatm of June lo Pre- 
fent Mejf Billers, Adams, Cartier omS} 

■f , I I j) I jiji/ 

Marriott , 


II ) < 1 I 111 ii 1 r lit 


“ ,jfccretary ]ay,s jbefoyc, ,the, 

Board the following letter^ 
Ti hich he this mommg received from the 
Governor in it 

Sir, As my late indilpolition prevents 
my attending the Board, I muft take,, 
this method of delivcrmg my opmiop 
upon the inllrufhons, which ftould 

be 
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Be fent to MefT. Amyatt and Hay, in 
anfwer to the laft advices leceivcd from 
them. 

If the Nabob perfifls in detaining the 
boats with arms, I think it muft be 
deemed a declared adt of hodiility, and 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay diredted, in fucli 
cafe, to take their leave. If the Nabob 
refufes to treat further with thofe gen- 
tlemen, without our removing the troops 
frbm Patna, by way of preliminary, I 
think, in that cafe likewife, they fhould 
take their leave, as I am not for confent^ 
ing to make any change m the ilation of 
our troops upon fuch demand. But fup- 
poling the aims to be releafed, and that 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay find the Nabob 
in a difpofition to treat, without infifi- 
ing on the removal of our tioops fioin 
Patna, as a preliminary then, I think, 
thofe gentlemen fhould be filrnifiied with 
inftrudtions what further to fay to the 
Nabob, and thofe infti udtions, I think, 
fiiould be, with refpedt to the tioops at 
Patna, to reprefent to the Nabob, that 
they wefe flationed there With a view of 

being 
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rMtllnefs toaffiftlum, whenever 
hib^affaiFs require it, and that thi^ 

be feldy'to adt in conformity to 
ihit’viiwi"a^ Toon is the prefent diffc- 
■^feh'ces betw</eh'hPwerc accommodated 
Tl{feV''flio\il<i 'te''fiJrther dirked to call 
t^pon 'tlie N‘ibHb,''for his jlakticular ob- 
■j&lionS’ to' thi'fevehil ilficleS or 'demands 
‘ delu fired Kiki, and hiVing'- tranCmtted 
ihc fame lo theBbaiy, It flibuld'be con- 
li’deredwiuchaj^matenal'tbbfcmfilledon 
Some anfwer fliould'likfiwifc'be'fent 
to Meff Amyatt and'Ha^, •regal’dmg 
hlahomed AUee, an^ the 6thir bfficers of 
thfc government, at -jlrefent 'kept' here 
^rifonert Thc^Jabob fajs, as we have 
Ifiized them, dhd hai^cthemm onr hands, 
we may taki our own 'fatisfadtioli forlthe 
Ibfles mine h^c fuffcred in^ their pnvate 
’trade ■’ 'W't ifiodid either fill 'Mcff >iA- 
inyatt’tiffd cfliat hve will db To, <or 
tlfe wcf'-fliolild fcnd'thofe 'officers up to 
' thcrrr, “with^ih/lrullidits tiydelivir-thfem 
' tbtheNdhoty'ddfinng bimfb oblige them 
to make gdod ffich lodes J 'at "the fame 
time, receiving from the goVemmeht s 

officers. 
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officers, the accounts of loffies they fay 
they have fuffered by the , violence of 
Englifli agents and gomaftahs 5 and this 
fecond method, I think, the mod: proper. 

Neither the Company’s, nor private 
trade, meet at, prefent witli any inter- 
ruption. This is an effiential leafon, why 
we ought to avoid, if poffible, engaging 
our employers, in an expenfiye war, ,and 
involving tlie , country in troubles, ,to 
their great , lofs, as well as that of the 
fetdement in , general. 

The low flate.of ourtreafury, and the 
^ peace dn Europe, by which the French 
will be reppireffed of their fettlements in 
this country, are, 'in my opinion, pther 
ftrong reafons, ,,why we fhould, if poffi- 
rble, keep on'gpod terms with the Nabob, 
-h /F inally,. I .think, that further in- 
■ffirudtions fhould be fent to the gentlemen 
v.at Patna, concerning Aeir, manner^ of 
' '^i6dng, in cafesa rupture >vith the Nabob 
. fhould he, unavoidable; lydth' reference, I 
mean^iito,the feafon, ; which tvould pre- 
. vent. I the f troops from hence marching 
by land to join thofe at Patna; and going 
’ 1 - up 



np‘>by 'lidatsy-^vbuld take a'long time 
Upon' this article, I fuhmit' myfclf to the 
judgment of major Adams 

The lame being read and conlidercd 
" ' ' ' Refoluttan if ihe Board 
' Agr'e!4d, That wc -write in^confe-' 
qtithce, a further letter to MclT 'Amyalt- 
and Hay, acquainting them, that fup-- 
poling the -arms to he rdcafed, and they 
Ihould find the Nabob mclmable llill to 
treat,' -withdnt infiftihg'on the removal 
of the troops from Patna} as a prehmi- 
nary} they may affure him that thofe 
troops have been always Itatiohed there 
for the fecurity of 'his government,' and 
to maintain thfc tranqudhty of the coun-' 
tryi and that they fliall IbU’contmue t6^ 
adt m conformity to this'-vicw^ That 
they £hall'then''call upon the Nabob for 
his particular objedfaons to the feverai 
articles ot demands delivered him, and 
tranfmit thetn to ut, when we fliall con- 
fider and detcrrOine, which of them are 
fo material as fo require being "ftiU in- 
filled 0D,‘ and which may be moderated | 
that if tlie Nabob flionld again toake 


men- 
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mention of Mahomed Alice, and the o* 
ther prifoners here, we leave it to them 
to judge.whethcr we had bed: profccute ■ 
the enquiry againft them ourfelves, or 
fend them up to them, to have it finifli- 
ed in prefence of tlie Nabob, and to give 
him their anfwers accordingly j that they 
may receive from the goveinment’s -offi-. 
cers, the account of any lolTes they fay- 
they have fuftained, by the violence of- 
the Enghlh agents and gomadalis, upon- 
their being properly authenticated ^ and 
again affure the Nabob, that for what-. 
ever appears to be juft, he ftiall leceive 
full fatisfacftion. On the further fubjedt 
of the Governor’s letter, the Board -are 

I \ 

of opinion, that, their utmoft endeavors 
have been already ufed to prevent the 
country’s being involved in troubles, or 
their .employers engaged in an expen- 
ftve war : that they can now leave it only 
to time to fatisfy them, whether 4:hefe . 
endeavors will prove effe(ftual, 'That the 
circumftanqe of a peace in Europe, and 
the fuppofition drawn from thence,^ that 
the French V/ ill obtain their refcttlements 
. here. 
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here, IS rather a ftrong reafon, why wc 
fhould employ the moft fpintcd methods, 
to become immediately aflured of the 
Nabobs intentionB and difpolition to- 
wards us, and not delay time m a froidefs 
negotiation That with regard to the 
laft: paragraph' of the Governor s letter, 
referred to the judgtnent of major A- 
dams','the thajor, with the reft of the 
merrlbers, thmk it nnneceflary to fend 
further infltudaons to Patna, than thofe 
contained m the letter' of yefterday to 
MelT Am) att and Hay, and whereof a 
copy was tranlrmtted to that fadlory 

'Oil the t 3 thWe received a letter frotn 
Meff Amptt and Hay, giving a vefy 
different account of the Nabob s difpb- 
fition, from that contamed m Mr Amy- 
att 8 letter to me, received four days be-l 
fore They adviled now, ^ that “the 
“ arms Ihll continued, under feizurc 

j ^ \ 

“ That all converfation with the Nabob, 
“ upon bufinefs, was at a Hand That 
“ the Nabobs’ buoyed dp with the no- 
“ non of his own ftrength, flicwed, by 

“ all 
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all his adlions, that he was refolvcd 
on a rupture, which they now looked 
upon as unavoidable; and therefore, 
“ wiflied us to remove them out of his 
power as foon as pofliblc.” In an- 
fwer, we recommended to them, to tem- 
porize in any manner they could, to get 
themfelves out of the Nabob’s hands, in 
cafe they /till judged a rupture unavoid- 
able, and that he defigned to detain them. 
On the lytli, we received a letter from 
the fame gentlemen, which confirmed 
their former fentiments ; and tlie fame 
day, the following letters were received 
from Mr. Ellis, which brought the 
profpedt of war but nearer to our view; 
and left the Board nothing now to do^ 
but approve of his meafuies, and wait 
the illue. 

Copy of a hotter from Mr, Ellis to the 
Governor and Council. Dated June 5, 
1763. 

<c r J^HE Nabob, ^ whofe .brain it ever 
teeming with inventions, to dif- 
trefs, and render us fubfervient to his 
VoL, III. T tyranny. 


/ 
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tjranny, has'iiow hit upon a fncthod of 
ddihg it very effcftually, by inveigling 
aWay oW feepoys His emilTariis, em- 
ployed 6 n this fetvide, proimfe to tlic 
pnvate men double the pay vVe give, 
advancing them one month ; and to the 
officers, a promotion in rank and fo well 
hath his fcheme fucceeded, 'that we have 
loft 200 men Cnee the firfthnftantj a- 
tnbngfttvhom'afe many offiOers, and the 
remainder old feepoys, perfeftly verfed 
in oar difciplme " ' ’ ' 

It is now neat four months, that wc 
have been in a moft perpleang ftate ' of 
fufpence, juft between thebounds of piai-c 
and war, with thfe government here , and 
duringthattimc, have patiently borne the 
many infults ddily offered Us i inforhnch, 
that our people begin to think, and with 
fome appearance of reafon, that wc can- 
not do ourfelves juthcc , which is ano- 
ther motive for their going over to the 
Nabob 

Tin t, gentlemen, merits } our moftde- 
nous and immediate confiderauon , for I 
do affiirc you, if we remain much longer 

in 
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in the htnation we have been in for feme 
time paft, there will not be 500 old fee- 
poys left in the two battalions here (which 
I can fafely fay, were inferior to none m 
thefervice)andthcunhappyconfequences 
that may attend our adling with a pal cel 
of raw, undifciplined people, againil 
thofe whom we have taught to be fol- 
diers, are fufficiently obvious. 

The Nabob, in order to bring every 
force againft us, which it is poflible to 
colled:, has made up matters with Corn- 
gar Cawn, and put him in pofieffion of 
.the country he before held. The feepoys, 
who were Rationed there, to the num- 
ber of about iooo, arrived here this day.” 

Copy of a Let fa" from Mr. Ellis to the 
Governor and CowiaL Dated June 6, 
1763. 

'' feepoys ftill continuing to 

defert in great numbers, I have 
judged it mod: expedient, and for the 
good of the fervice, to order the whole 
party to hold themfelves in readinefs tO' 

T 2 maich 


I 
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ibarch «t_a Biortient’s warning, and have 
thirtby entitled them to Batta 
1 ( ,ThI3i isithe only, means of putting a 
ftopito the idefertioni and if it has the 
defired effeft, will be well worth the 
cxpcnce 

u 

'■THd ndxt day,''wc received two more 
letteH from MelT Amyattand Hay, con- 
taining an account of an affront offered 
to fomeiof the gentlemen of their com- 
pany, by the Nabob a chokies, and men- 
tionmg, that the Nabob Hill mfifled on 
the removal, of our troops, fromjPatna, 
And fatisfa&on fotihis gnevances } that 
parties of horfe ,vverc Rationed all round 
them to prevent their efcape j and 5000 
men were detached to Bengal, with other 
•circumll:ances,f,confirming their, opimon 
that the Nabob would not treat ' , ir\ 

„ It appearing to the Board, ,that there 
iWas the ftrongeft rcalbn to apprehend our 
dilputes withithc Nabob would end in a 
rupture, it was thought necelTary to form 
a plan for the conduit of the war, when- 
ever it fhonld break out ' ( 


The 
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The following difpofition was lefol- 
ved upon accordingly ; with which Mefl'. 
Amyatt and Kay were acquainted, and 
again direded to leave Monghcer as 
they could. 

HxtraB of Confukation ^Junc 18, 1763. 

M^Vanfittart, Adams, Bil- 
lers, Cartier, Haftings, Marriott and 
Watts. 

T T is agreed, in order to form a 
front for the protedion of the 
Company’s aurungs and lands, to fccure 
their invellment and revenues in the befl 
manner polTible, and to endeavor to col- 
led what we can from the othei pio- 
vinces, to anfwer the expence of the 
\var, that our troops be immediately 
prepared for taking poll, according to 
the following difpofition. 

Captain Knox, with his detach- 
ment, in the province of ■ Beerboom ; a 
detachment of 200 of the Company’s 
troops, and 300 feepoys, in the province 
of 'Nuddeea or Kiflhagur 3 the body of 
die army from Gherettee, at Cofiimbu- 
’ T 3 zar^ 
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zar",' to' poflcfs the6ifelvcs of 'th'c city of 
Moorfhwaiiad ' Tiiai,m this difpofition, 
the troop^'fhall march as nearly as pof- 
fibVe m 'a line, fo as to be able to lupport 
eac^i^other, and the whole to adl under 
the orders of major Adams 

Tng Adtance o'f ^captain itnoii^s pre- 
fcnlllationat Jeflalbre being conCAcrable, 
Agreed, That whilft the other pre- 
parations are making, he be duelled to 
march to Midnapoor, and there wait with 
hia party in readmefs for moving, until 
he fhall receive ourfiirther orders, leavmg 
behind him one company of leepoys and 
two ot three gunners, to defenA the poll 
at JeUafore ’ ' 


i j" 


el 

di lo 


As there was' now fo ermt'an apbear- 
1 j a, > t< t( ln,;rf^)>' r, 
ance oi an approaching rupture, it was 

judged neceflary^to come to fotneJcJi-lam 
refolution with ,re(pcit to the govern- 
ment of the country , on* ?uch''ah ctehA' 
SuppoCng the removal of l^fier to'lEm 
from the fuhadarree fhould hp the'iffuc j 
hkewrfe, with rc^ed to the precautions 
which thould be taken, for reimburling 
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to the Company the expcnce of the im- 
pending war 5 and to piivate merchants, 
the Ioffes which they might ffiftain in 
their concerns in the country. On thefe 
points the feveral members weie to come 
prepared with their opinions, to the next 
meeting, which was held accordingly on ' 
the 20th, and the following are their 
opinions.’* 


ExtraSi of Confidtation ^June 20, 176-3. 

Vanlittart, Adams, Billers, 
Cartier, Haftings, Marriott ^WWatts. 

j 

Mr, Watts’j- Opniion. 
yTR. Watts is of opinion, that 
fhould a rupture be unavoida- 
ble, the beft method would be taking- 
of the government into our own hands, 
on account of the Company, but as the 
keeping of it, and the fettling it proper- 
ly, will require a large force, he thinks 
it at prefent impradlicable, and that the 
attempting it would be running a riff of 
involving the country in a fcene of war, 
which, wiff our prefent force, we could 
not foon put a ftop to. He therefore 

T 4 judges. 
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judgesj tlijt the moft advifcable, method 
wdl be the (fixing upon a pro|)er, perfon 
■who hasjfotne influence m the country, 
hutjthatrbefore we declare him, a treaty 
ought to he made, and every precaution 
ta^en to , prevent any difputes hereafter, 
Tvljich will he unavoidable, jf thedirmts 
of eachjpartyjS power “arc nbt fixed, as 
alfo the ihbCrties i-of our trade fettled 
TJicfe two points require'biuch.confider- 
auon, and asjcach party/mufi: give up 
fomething to the odier, icfhegs leave to 
defer giving i his further fcntiments at 
preflint < ib i J o' o ( [1 

The perlbn who fhalliielapjfomted, 
fliould pay to the Company the charges 
that may attendithciwarfibutias it can- 
not] be expedlcfllhciwill, rornit maylfo 
happen that h?|WiU not have readytmo- 
ne^tto anfwer ithis.i and (the tnanyiothefa 
demands he wdlhaye on hip? at arrivufg' 
to the, government, and th? preffihghpti 
for^the payment, I might givp unealinefsj, 
he thinks p grant of certain dands inighd 
be given the Company for ever j, (and he 
would prefer the following, as. they may 

be 
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be maintained ^vith a very little cxpcncc, 
are almoft fccure againfl any invafion, 
and are thofe in which the greatcjfl part 
of the Company’s goods arc manufadlur- 
ed 3 all the lands bounded on the wcfl, 
by the Hoogly river ; on the nortli, By 
the Jillinguy river j on the call:, by the 
Puddaj and on the fouth, by the Tea. 

All lands and cities which lie be- 
tween tlie fouth bank of the. Magna, or 
any other great river to the northward of 
the city of Dacca and the fca 5 and as 
far eaft, as that river may run. 

He alfo thinks, that the perfon fixed 
upon, fhould make reftitution for all pri- 
vate Ioffes; 

' ' Ml , 'MarriottV Opinion. 

' 1 n^ regard to the fettling the country, 
in cafe of a rupture 'With' the Nabob, and 
the removal of him from the fubalifliip; 
which now appears unavoidable j the fiift 
difpofitidh that Occurs; is the taking the 
country into our owri 'hands, calling our- 
felves' Dewan for the King, and apply- 
ing to him'aceofdingly for funnuds, pio- 
mifing and paying him his annual reve- 


nues, 
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Hues, for tjie provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
and OrilTa, as former Nabobs ufed to do, 
and, which latter ones have never done 
This dilpofition, however, is habl6 to 
many objei3ion6,and at prefent impra&- 
cable, as our whole force is, very infuf- 
ficient, , to keep polfeffion of fuch a trail 
of country , 

The next method that occurs, is the 
fixing oitjanother man as Nabob, who 
may be njore underour dire&on than the 
prefent For there appears no medium 
can be obferved , we muft either govern 
him, or he wdl usi and we mull fub- 
mit to haveafiairs upon the footing they 
wfre in Serajah Dowla s tune, if fuch. a 
Hep IS not followed I , , | , 

If puttmg another Subah in tbe go-, 
vemment is approved, the next thmg to 
be confidered, ,is tbe pcrlon proper foy 
this purpofe , imd being unacquamted 
with any of theprefent'Nabob s Jemmatj 
dars, or other men of family m the coun- 
try, I can think of no , one but the late 
Nabob, whofe chief caufc for refigning 
the Subahfbip being then removed he 

would 
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would take the weight of government a« 
gain on himfelf, and agree to what we 
might propofe, which I think need only 
be the demands now made upon Coffim 
Alice Cawn, with a ftipulation of ' the 
number of troops he fliould keep up, and 
alfo of the number of ’ours he fhould have 
about his perfon. 

With regatd to the reimburling the 
Company, for the expenceS of the war, a 
calculation fliOuld be made of them, a^ 
nearaspoffible, andfuch a fum required for 
the payment, either in money, or in the 
revenues of a trad:' of lands, held andcol- 
leded by the Conipany, till fuch fuiii 
was difcharged. It fliould likewife be fti- 
pulated, that the perfon promoted fliould 
make good the lodes private perfons may 
fuftain on this occafion ; but the neceffa- 
ry amount cannot be determined on at prc- 
fent and that he fhould make a'gratuity 
in money to the niilitary for their fer vices. 
Many objediohs I am fenfible may be 
flarted againft reinflating the old Nabob 5 
one, our Honorable Maflers approved of 
the late change 5 but yet, if their noble 

acquifitions 
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acquifitionStare tontinucH'to thcm,>'and 
tranquility rcftdrcd in the country, I flat- 
ter 'rfiyfelf they tviU not objeft to the 
‘name of'Meer Jafficr Alice, whofe natu- 
'ral refcntment agaurfl: ns may be chang- 
ed, andiflt fliolildhot, it may be -curbed, 
by keeping always fomd'of our troops 
with him ■'The late Nabob s weak ca- 
•pacity, that was' made dn argument' a- 
gaiiift him/' I think wouldj''conlillent 
with good'pohticsl rather t]51(^d ih-liis 
lavot, as It cfcrtainly' cim ncVer be the 
Company s mtereft tohaTe''bi enleiphz- 
irtg Nabob, for the Subah' bf thefe jiro- 
Tinces , It bemg fo natural’fbr a man7 m 
that ftation, to endeavor at all rates to 
render himfelf mdependent' ‘ ' 

Mr Haftings r 'Opinion ' ^ 

Wm Ateve-r? be the event rif k war 
with the Nabob, whichl yebhopc’may 
be avoidcil, as I have cverdcclared agamft 
all the mcafures thatJ have led to it, I 
might well decline giving! my opmion, 
with rcfpe£t>to the 'fittell eftabhfliment 
to take place upon the fubveHibn of the 
prefent But I mull confcls this a pomt 

of 
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of fuch difficulty, that I mufl: of neceffity 
leave it to abilities fuperior to my own, 
to point out fuch a provihon as may ferve 
both to remedy tlie divihons, and prevent 
the bloodffied, which fuch a change will 
' introduce in the country, and to pre- 
ferve the Engliffi name, and the Compa- 
ny from finking with the weight of their 
owa acquifitions. Thefe confequences 
I think unavoidable, tho’ tliere is little 
likelihood that our difputc with the Na- 
bob will be of long duration, or give us 
much trouble. 

For reimburfing the Company’s ex- 
pences, and the lofs which their trade, 
as well as that of private merchants may 
fuflain, in the cdurfe of ^ the war, care 
ffiould be taken to affign.a proper and li- 
mited fund for that purpofe,-which may 
be determined upon, whenever the plan 
is fixed, for the operations pf the war. 

, , ' Mr, Cartier’j Opinion,, ~ - 
, The keeping of this'^immenfe tradt 
of cpuntryifprthe ufe and fervice of the 
Honorable Company, would lead us into 
fuch a fcene of difficulties, as we ffiould 
.. not 
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not eaCly, get over , nor do I think the 
avil orimihtary body, on this eftabhik- 
ment, i fufficiently large for the manage- 
jnent and protedlion of the fame, tvhich 
would berthe means of giving birth to 
endlefswars and oppreffions, andproducc 
difaficdtions among the natives , thcfc,a- 
mong other reafons that might be urged, 
are fufficicnt with me to difapprove a Hep 
of this nature , but a ,war btang m my 
opinion now unavoidable, it becomes nc- 
ceffary to conliderwhat meafurisare moll 
Jikely to bring it to a fptiedyiconclufion) 
as well as thofe which may. tend to fup- 
port us in Its duration It is therefore, 
in my opinion, labfolutcly ncceflary wfc 
aim to form, or £x an alliance with fuch 
officers, asimay be in or out of employ, 
under the prefect government,, whofe 
influence or credit might be of real fer- 
vicej and that iwe immediately declare 
in favor of forae perfomas Subah of this 
province, whofe interefl: iniitmightfacik- 
tate the method of ^ning over thefc of- 
ficers The telloring of Meer Jaffier Al- 
ice Caivn to his Jbtmer dignity, would 

be 
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be the moflllkely means of efFeding thofe 
ends, and in all human probability moft 
agreeable to the country. It would fur- 
thermore be doing an ad of judice to a 
man, who, in my opinion, never injur- 
ed us. 

Tho’ I declare in favor of Mcer Jaf- 
fier Alice Cawn, I think we ought to 
regulate certain matters with him, as 
might tend to a fohd eftablhliment of his 
government, and preferve out own influ- 
ence 'y which, if not abufed, the reflric- 
tions we mayfubjedhim to, will, I hope, 
be confidered as a method befl: adapted to 
continue a lafliing peace in the countiy. 
The reftridions are as follows. 

First, That'his fliandi'ng army fhould 
not exceed 5000 efledivehorfe,and 1 0,000 
gunmen^ and this body to be difliributed 
on the diflerent fiontiers of his country. 
That his conilant refldence be at Moor- 
(h'ed'abad, and that no morethan'500 horfe, 
■andfaooo "gunmen, do take pofl: there. 
'Moiigheer to be evacuated by the court 
of his Excellency, and to be garrifoned ' 
'as a fort. That a corps of 250 Europe- 
ans, 
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ans, and a bat^on of /eepoys, be always 
in cantonnients at 'Coffimbuzar, for tbe 
proteftion of his Excellency’s perfon, in 
cafe of neceffity. 

’ SEcoKDty', 'That a treaty^ previous to 
the 'operations' *Df our ^anny, fhould be 
fettled' 'filth ^thb’ Nabob, bn' the above 
pdinti'l ‘iiKdfi'il^)‘'As^*fo‘'tlic^grant of jag- 
htir fdSnfbds,’’ ’for thi three' provinces of 
Birfd\<4fii''Mfdi5f^8ir aiid' Chittagong } 
the ifetthng oi'’ iiir’trdde^ oh the footing 
we ddmand it^b'^e oi,’''till ^e pleafure 
of^the totnpanydi’knoWn , 'and a ra- 
tification'bf “the' reft- of 'tbe feveral de- 
matl38’ifaad«:‘'on Cbffidi 'Alice Cawn, 
which we may think indiijiehlably necef- 
laiy to"ftick to ‘ That^ me expenecs of 
thl3 -ivir be'defr^ed'by the Nabob, and 
indehlaidcalmp for’ali rcallofles thatinay 
be filftained'Jiy pnvajcpe&bns of this ftt- 
tlementj'^jin the courie of the war, an 4 
fince tbecommcnccment of thefe difputes, 
if owing to^thein ^thc Capture of what- 
ever treafure may be made from the pre- 
fent Nabob, to beloi^ to TVIcer Jaffier^ 
to enable him to anfwer the above dif- 
burfernents. 
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burfenients, and to make a gratification 
to the troops of his Majefly, and thofe 
of the Company. 

Mr. BillersV Opinioiu 
Mr. Billers gives it as his opinion, 
that (if the prefent Nabob, in confc- 
quence of a war is removed from theili- 
bahfliip) a perfon of influence fliould be 
put in pofleflion of the government ; for, 
on a declaration of fuch our intention, it 
is to be imagined many of the zemindars, 
that are difaffedted with the prefent Su- 
bah, would declare themfelves in our fa- 
vor. He would have fuch perfon put un- 
der proper reflridlions 5 likewife thofe 
funnuds for the lands, now called tun- 
caws, changed into jagheeree funnuds, 
and confirmed by him as -fuch ; and the 
feveral remaining articles infilled on from 
the prefent Nabob, ratified by him. That 
he fhould be obliged to hold his court at 
Moorfhedabad, and evacuate Mongheer, 
and only look upon it as a frontier town, 
and guard it as fuch$ he fliould be allow- 
ed a proper number of troops to guard 
the three provinces, and colled his re- 
VoL. III. U venues. 
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vtfn^Tes, ^which number fhould'be fettled 
byithB' Gdvemor and Council, and h- 
mitcdi loj as to pnt it ont of his power to 
hurtIthe'Englifh He fliould be put m 
pofleffion of all the treafurc that may be 
fbutid in Mongheerjand fiich nches as may 
belohg to the prcfentiNabob For reim- 
bdrfing the^expinccs of the Company, 
and Ioffes fullAined by pnVatc‘people, he 
fhotild he obh^ed to' allow a certam turn, 
which Inlay he hereafter ftipillatcd I 
-iIf he {MwlBiHers) is'fcilled'upon to 
nominate a man, hi thinks thenformer 
Nabob, Meet Jafller Alice Gawni in every 
refpe<a, a very projiefjperfofai'i ' i i in' 
He '13 furth^iof opimoh, that a pro- 
per recompencefhould be made, [both to 
thoKin^ A and Company Hroops, fohpub- 
tingtheperfonfixeduponm fulFpoffeSion 
of the government >' lor fi la i 
’ "Major ^AAiinC^Vjnnio!/ ’ ' ''' 

If It thould be deenied nediflilry to 
remove the Nabob, m c&fequence of a 
war, I think it will be requifite to fet 
fome perfon up m oppofition to him, 
whofe influence m thi country may draw 

to 
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to his, and onr ahlftance, many of the 
Nabob's officers. As I am not acquaint- 
ed with either the influence or abilities of 
the principal men of the country, I beg 
to refertothe fentimentsof theothei gen- 
tlemen at the Board, whofe perfonal ac- 
quaintance with them, and knowledge 
of their charafters, enables them to judge 
who would be tlie propeieftperfon to U cat 
with, on an affair of fuch importance. 

The perfon nominated ffiould, I think^ 
be laid under fuch rcftn(51ions, as to ren- 
der him incapable of difluibing the trade 
or tranquility of the country, and oblige 
-him to reimbuife the Company the whole 
expence of the war, and fatisfy the pri- 
vate merchants for the Ioffes they may 
fuftain but that no flep ffiould be taken 
in the affair,^ until the Board have le- 
ceived anfwers to tlieir letters, writ- 
ten to Melf. Amyatt and Hay on the 9 th 
-and loth inflant. 

T!he Prejidenfs Opinion, 

Altho' fome of the demands made 
upon the Nabob, and which have occa- 
fioned his prefent ill difpofition, are fuch, 

' U 2 as 
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tcrclls are no wa^ concerned in ; jet, 1 

hopcd.^jOncl Relieved the Nabob would 
inifioJ 10 ^lmi tnL) '"t ) • , j V 

nave acquiciccd tncrein, and waited witn 

jru tjQ (?• jL.qqLi i - i j i / , , ' v 

patience, till, ^ anlwcr could be recciv- 
^Gia xisrnrjn lu: ^ i i ^ 

ed from the Court of Directors But as 
- Laiirajfnuj r ii V / 4 iv f- 
he isTo^ralh^d lU-adviica, as to com- 

fqoJj^jjry* fa rnc r ijuo i- - 

mit acts ox violence affamlt us, of fuch a 
1 nfni rn u® ni a r 
nature, as portenia total rupture, I mall 

r ifn r lii imn, ^ 

ufe all diligence m forwarding the ncccf- 
njti. miT J, 

fary; preparations for fuch an event , and 

notwithftanding tny di/approbation of 
^e winch this war islikely to 

DC Drought, on, at a time, when the 

^ n;[°y'-L cLUj. dv ^ r j*'x ^ 

Company s buliacls meets with no intci- 
i_ rti i'' , noli3arc^ 

ruption, yct,wncnholbUties do unavoid- 

iiiorc'ff S’! r*rijtif,n hniro- 

ahly commence, no one wiU he more lor- 
ifltnjrt} •:>m /ojjtoI bnr 

m promoting, luch vigorous .mca- 
ortrfj (Ki^m ynihrmi ion , iPjii ni£V!jn5 
lurcSj AS Item, molt conducive to hnng 
-qioiOiVJ^rgioly^i. // nOiJ >Ofpjo ;gno'iU 


u to a it>«d\ imic , 

£ •<‘5i,vpDmi £dyiinnl'i>pQ »v'iW) bnt. no 
-Qeatutcs’arc-.purfuj-' 


liith ni' 

i(j n^i ; t _l*j ■ “■ 


litcs ’arc^pi 


Mi lalfilSc 

;;iE 13 j nr'yranjin// /d , dod;./ 

It my duty to remain here y but as foon 

as"! fee oUJr'^onqrS>^eM^{crl*aS5^ft*rc- 

ftored to a ftate^of*Ve'cunW^i§d'tranqm- 
1 1 If \ ou 



I 
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litv, I am determined to quit the chair, 
as I will never be concerned in a fecond 
rcffulation of the government of. thefe 
provinces, after the depofiug of Coffirri 
Allee Cawn, which I fupp'ofe'to^he tfee 
intent of the war, and, in ajl human pro^ 
bability, will be Ipeedily accomplilhea.", 

' ,I WAS one.of a Board ,of Seled Com- 
mittee, who, in the month diF §eptem- 
her, 170.0, determined on the treaty with 
Coffim Allee Cawn, which- fooh affej 

brought him to the 'Nizamut.' ‘Aliho’ 

' ' ' '• 'J* I , ’ tr,K 

. our refolutions were unanimous, ,.iome 

members, who were at that time not m 

Bengal, raifed afterwards abundance ,of 

obieaions, were not Iparing of reproach- 

.<•’ o\;'. V.. J.7, j f--; n ® ^ A ^ < M , 

es ag^nft the members who Vere pre- 
fentjahd foihe even declared, they thought 
the laid treaty not bmding upon therp. 

‘ A ftrong oppolition was formed hereup- 
on, and every opportunity has ii'nceiDeen 
"taken, of aggravating difputes' with the 
Jsiabob by which means^, jealdulies and 
lulpicmns have been nouriihed, ' until 

. f ) I j ' Z ' ’ ' > 1 > t' '"j ' I ^ ’ < ) ' 

they ^e grown into the flate,^ hn which 
we how fee them.' ^ ^ ' ' 

U 3 


Thus, 


A NarIiative 'of'' the' 

‘ TtVs ^pcnencidj itis B6f furjifizing, 
ffiat I 'ftouli'ble unwilling io pve my 
v6'te'"for any particular perfon, to fuc- 
ceetf Coffim Alice Cawn, or to enter into 
a'Slcu&on 'of 'the 'Company’s nghf tb 
nominate to'fucK'fucccffion.'Tipoil which 
fqme doubts may anfe‘, Waltho they' 
cohtrafl;' with'^thc neartA heir, 'to 
fuppbk tis pretenfion^ Which was the 
nature of our engagement with Coffim 
Alice Cawn, it does not fpllow, that 
they have a right to proceed to 4 new 
appointment, m cafe there be no heir of 
the fame family But as it is roy deCgn, 
that my government fliall expire as fooa 
as Coffim Alice is depofed, andthe^tran-^ 
qmhty of, the country ,reftpred,j|j it (js 
more for qur Honorable Maftera benefit^j 
and the welfare of the province,- that^lq 
queftions relative to the fucceffion, be 
decided iy thofS'lMio will remlui here 
td Aipport the 'perlon,* in WhetAi^avor 
they mi;^ tfirn'’' ■* ' *' '"I'd ^-ci' ir 

Wn Ate veR Way he' the'lcfolutioh's of^ 
the'Boatd, I ffiall llo mjr utmoA tf/'pro-'’ 
mote theii fucctlsful execution’,' as long 

as 
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as I remain in the, chair ^ and the perfon 
who rnay be treated with, I think,. fhould 
engage to pay the Company fuch a fum,^ 
as may be dipulated^lor the expences of 
the war i a^ iikewife fuch further fum, 

" ' /« ' ' • t I ' ' I ‘ \r 

as fball be agreed upoir^ for the indemni- 
‘fication of thejoifes, which the mer- 
chants, living under our protection, will 
unavoidably fuffer in their concerns in the - 
country.’’ 

^ . { I f I . 


Aeter ihefe opinions had been read, ' 
and much debate palfed oh the fubjeCt at 
the Board, it was refolded, that the rherh- 
bers Yhould take- time till the next meet-' 
ing, to determine on a matter of fuch iniC 
portance. ' ' ‘ ' 

On the" 23d, arrived the following let- 
ter from MelT. Aniyatt'and Hay to the 
Board. ’ Dated June 14, 1763. 

“K appears to us from. the. Nabob’s 
difpofition of his forces, both by 
his ftrengtheningthe detachments towards 
Beerboom and Moorfliedabad, and his 
ordering to be alTembled at Patna fiis 
troops from the Mey country, and other 

U 4 places 



places lo jthe^weftward, and from ’what'' 
ic dropp^jin convcrfation, that' 
he dcfigns to attack, at the fame time, 
Dotb'Butdwan.j^d our forces at Patna, 
tn iiop« of fubduing them before they 
can be^uccourcd He continues to-trcat 
us wittirAc greateft flight, and we almoft' 
i^y mrttjjjrithpnfults'frotn hir people 
Wc have though t^ it nTCt£li^^y to -write 
you thc^abovc, Mdjo^fonyaxdiyqu-tfdu- 
plicate of the qypher,! the leceipt of 
tvfiich you iiave not yet ackpaw1cdged,'B* 

vJe’slre koubtfoi.wbat the event may bei 
till II ^ , 

on our delii enng^ the ^vemor.«j letter 
to'hiJJfexccIIency to-morrow,, efpeciallyt 
ii'^c have receiyed/o , little j protedhon 
from him teir opr^people,(fipcc yve haVci 
b'een hcre*^ an^ he fccms to have fo higlf 

i-nUi'n 'u 11)1 I - 6 

an opmioij ot his.pwn forccirtymch,wve, 

rii-' aS n tiJ, . “ 

imagine^ he,it ledto^byjtjie Armenian, 
who is'hisiolc minilltt, pgdjwc biheve 
the only perion tha^ influences him-tdai 
rupture^ ^e^laft^Uroct^ye,riW'ere with 
the Nabob, hcj^d ns.^thatjpeacepfiWar 
depended^ on the remoying, ourptrodps) 
i.afl a -1 ^hint 


c I 



^raiifoBwis hi Bbngal. 297 

from Patna, which, if we complied widi, 

he would then talk on bufmefs / 

Our gentlemen were again flopped 

this morning at the fame chokey, and 
carried prifoners to the ISfabob through' 
his army 5 the Nabob Has 'been pleafed 
to fay, he has confined the people, and 
will give us fatisfadlion for this. , ' 

■ ' A Note in Cypher^ 

- We delivered the Governor’s letter to" 

' I ^ 

the Nabob this mbriiing 5 on receiving 


which, ' he Imniediately' declared theie 
was waf ; but^old us,‘we might wait till 
we received' tlie'Govei'nor’s and Council’s 
orders', -^and"'^ fend' him under our hand^^ 
and feals" "the amount of fh'em, when in 
cafe they did not order dovvii our troops 
from' Patfia; he Would ierid^us pafTpprts'' 
tmgo’ to "’Calcutta hiiC^that would 
detain' ’-Mr. "Hay'^'fpr "fecurity that' his 
aumils, arid- the people" in dur hands, be 
dehvered '' 

^'We edhcludei 'that 'the J^abob’s vievy 
in'thiS', is^'ftri£i|)ally to fecure the fafety 
of Petrus j' we' therefore recommend the 
immediate fecuring of that man, as Mr, 

Hay’s 



, . tive of the 

XCCD^^ 


' V ^ th^ tccom- 

THE pE«®'E“‘’’ft'io'cq)aPetruS''E®® 

bi p«< 

vjhicb foriJ^cr ^^^?%cntotbc 

prefer^ ^ ' vf a 

^'T'a.'E, 1 j made 6i^ 

confequ=nc« o ^ '»P°" 

Cot 
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^ncTS by the fgueedar of Ratcmahl, and 
thCrlcttcrsJeizcQ, by which our commu- 
nication with i^atna and Monffheer was 

; ni- ^ J n ul / 1 i, ® u 

dniki''! o j; T r ^ 

In thcjncan time, I received two Ict- 

ters, in a very difFerent Ityle, /-from the 

}) n t, Jn .j K MDn I r.j^ 

Nabob, one on the 26th, and the other 
on the 20th of June I mail enter both, 

•’lict J (-'JC.UU VCJ, JU, J .L 

and leave it to the reader to make the obr 

► 1 ; j ixiu yuiU f I I JUi 1 1 


vuvxi uuuu pirtjtti y ix^w vtuli lv uuwjaxi, 

<lnvcn f,o tie 

lus defence,, ty 'the aftual hoftlhtles be- 

in , I irtlf L 111 iicii Ji( 711^ 

enn by onr fattoty at Patna 

^ I ' t J 1/ m ,!■ J )i T 

dofy’ of^aLet'0 _/ra»5fe'/’NabobVo /^e 

I’liilt rijil lun Hr 1 iifi-' It jd Liloow 
“jTJIave jeceived ,your kindj,letto 
^ with pjeafurc j you^nte, that you 

have read the lift of demands, prefented 
by Mr Amyatt, wjth^y.jaafty^ to each 
article , that it is furpnline^that not one 
of them have been confented to, and that 

I repeatedly write for the removal tof the 

1 •' i '►J '^tm rjSiu 

troops from xatna , and that you and 

Mr 


J 



^ranfaBigns in Bengal. 301 


Mr. Amyatt never wrote to me that arms 
were not difpatched to that place, biit 
that the forces which are already there 
want mufkets. That I had flopped fix 
boats loaded with mufkets, and taken 
from the Conipany's gomaflah at Bahar 
2000 maunds of falt-petre. 'That 4 or 
500 mufkets, or 2000' maunds of falt- 
petre, were no^great matter to either of 
tis i but by fuch unprofitable adlions, 
I rendered “entirely ufelefs and ineffec- 
tual, , all your endeavors " and fludy to 
preferve ■ peace" and union 'between us. 
That from all ' thefe circumflances" you 
Tuppofed!,'that I was fefolved upon a rupj^ 
ture if fo," that I fhduld write it plain- 


ly! That I might be affured, that unlefs 
I releafed the boats and arms, there 
would be an end' to all our friendfhip 
'and peacie,' and to all' concerns" between 
us! ‘Sir, dh my reply to’ each article of 
“the deffifands, ■what have I anfwered con - 
Strdry'td the'tieaty/'bf not ^conformable 
"torjuflice^dr "what bu'finefs df yours have 
^ P-\\^ a?" flop"' to? Write m'e any inflance 
‘may“kno\v it7' From the profef- 

- -r:-- ^ r > t _ 

' ' * ' ‘ fions 


'that Tr 

’ > r 
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lions ofnjfoU, i^gentlemen, and ray own 
confidence m you.'I alTured tnyfdf/ that 
thd'troops at Patna were for my femce, 
and for that rcafon I fcntfor them I 
ndtiiJunderlland, that -they are kept at 
Patna for the' defence, ^and the hufincls 
of ithe fadory, and for my grievance and 
detriment ''nHad'I known as^much be- 
foie,>'I Ihtiald 'not have fent for them i 
nor had I any othct realbn for defiling 
their removal' from Patna,' but that 'Mr' 
EUis IS my profelTed enemy!, and for 
thefe two years has created diftnrbanccs, 
leavmg nnattempted no means to rmn 
mj' affairs For this reafoni' if you think 
It proper to keep up forces at Patna, and 
that the boatS''of arms fibould be relcafed,' 
it is'fit that you Ihould ippomt Mr A- 
ta3'att, > or Mr M^GwiS^, or Mr iHaf-1 
tmgs, whichfoever of thefe gentlemen 
yon approve bf, 'to the chiefship of Pat- 
na,' and remove Mr 'Elhs from that 
place By-this means, good order will 
be introduced into both our affairs , but 
if you, gentlemen, are refolved at all e- 
vents upon a rupture, wnte me fo plainljl 
Whoei er 
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Whoever wrote you, gentlemen, 
that I had feized your falt-petre, wrote 
an abfolute falfliood, and with a wicked 
defign. It is tme, that 4 or 500 muikets, 
are no great matter to you ; neverthelefs, 
they would be of ufe to me, in the ap- 
pearance which they would have with 
the zemindars, and the common people of 
this country. If you will oblige me, by 
granting this flight favor, I may at 
length reap this benefit (be it great or 
fmall) in three years, from the influence 
of the Company, and the kindnefs of you, 
gentlemen. The amount of their price 
I will pay 5 if )rou will not give them> 
you are mafters of your own goods. You 
ought to confider well, from what quar- 
ter war and difcord fhew themfelyes. 
For inftance, theEnglifh Council has fent 
ftridt orders to all the gomaftahs of their 
factories, (that upon any fault being coni- 
mitted, by any of the officers of ;the fir- 
car, they fliall, without acquainting me> 
or^mynaibs, or aumils,, chaflize him, 
and carry him away a prifoner. And 
tho’ I had .difmifled^ Mahomed -Alice 

from 
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from my fcmce, and fcnt for him, when 
' he liad waited a few days to prepare his 
accounts, and was upon the pomt of fet- 
ting out for this place, your people feized 
and earned him ^to Calcutta s andbcCdes 
this, they have impnfoned feveral others 
' of the officers of the fircar , 

It is neeffiefs to wnte^ what dll^ce 
tljey have thrown upon my affiufs Had 

llcfufcd to pumdi them .upon convi&on 

/p,i env fin M 1 - I'l ft 

ot tneir iaults,^yct, m that caie, it would 

not have been^uft to quarrel with my of- 
ficers , \^atcver qlaims or feizurcs, or 
war, or force were to be made, on^ht 
tOjtave |fallea upon me After, fo op- 
probnqus an aft,,fc( oppofite to the rules 
ot' ftjiendflup, what room was |ffiere left, 
for mutud confidence ? To your demand 
fhai I ihould write plainly, wietlier niy 

LIL. ?nnriipi riTii|r m 1 , , i J 

dcliens are for war?, I declare to .you 
I, , 1 ' -jJmji-' li u t u ' I-', 
plainly, that 1 upon, no account do de- 

f K ■'( ti i,~ir III I , 111 I |i .1 f- 

iire a vyar jwith you, genuem^en , nor do 
I interrupt either the boinpany s trade 
or your foreign commerce Hut you, 
gendemen, fettmg on foot once or twice 
every year a new treaty, enter mto ne- 
gotiations. 
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^ ** ^ 'f' f H 

~ ^ n n ' j- - i j * r. 

^otlations, and innil on ,an^ anfwer to 
your own liking i by this you leave me 
without remedy. Whatever is to be 

- » t ^ t i " , . I j. 

done, delay not. ^ If I have done' any 
thing contrary to the bid treaty," acquaint 
me with it. You have taken ^urd wan, 

I’f I t- 

and the other countries, for defraying 

' ' c '■ h ofi ‘‘v * ° 

the expences of the EiiHifli army : and 
in the old treaty you nave written,, that 
' your army fhall attend ihe ; and now, 
when I .delire you to remove your forces 
from Patna, and ’fuffef theni’ to attend 
me, you make excufes and denials. This 
is foreign from' jiiftice.' With relpedl to 
Mr. Ellis,' how diall ifeeak, or howihall 
I write what quarrels he has made with 
my people from the beginning, and how 
be has injured my affairs ? .Now, he is 
every day ^ making preparations againft 
^Meer Mahomed Mehdee Cawn, and 
making a fliew of his forces before hinl. 

. " , ) --.U .'t I - - - 

and is ready to attack him. In this cafe, 
I and my people aie without remedy. It 
is a. duty on every man ^ to defend his 
own honor^ 

voL. lit'- “x'’ - p:s'. 


'* Naib of Patna. 
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P S Sir,* cOnc(?rmng what you have 
tvrotcjof Mecr Mahomed JafEcr Cawn's 
monthly lallowancc, you know, that at 
thii dme, I'have hot an ailmh in an/ 
place!, and 'that the hrvenUes of the fitcar 
ate at 4 {land 'i 'AS* iDon' as the aumila 
areigone into their llationsj I will with- 
out fad difehar^ it ' ' ' 

, t I ' I I 

Qopy fif a Letter j/ram.tdf JJabob to the 
Qo^emor JJatei/June 22, 1763 

" T Have already acquainted yon fully 
and repeatedly with the afiairs of' 
this place, and you will have underitood 
the whole ‘ At this time; upon the 
receipt of 'jour letter, ini Which you m- j 
fill on the relcafc of the boats laden tilth' 
mulkets, 1 have cofnplicd mth your 'de- 
fire, and rcllafed the I boats With the * 
mufleets But MelT Amyatt and Hay 
have given me this plaui anfwer, they 
have received an order of the Couned, 
t\ hich is, that the troops at Patna {hall 
never be removed, as yon wdl obftfrve 
by the letter written to me by thofc 
gendemen, of which I fend you a copy 

As 
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As to the particulars of Mr. , Ellis, 
what flialL I write ?, Daily he is feeking 
occalion to quarrel with Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader ; . and now, by 
what I can learn, that gentleman is bent 
upon the delign of alTaulting the fort of 
Patna. >To this purpofe, -L.have juft 
received an arzee from, Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader, with a paper of 
news of'that quartet. I opened them in 
the prefence of Meff. ' Amyatt atid Hay ; 
a copy of each I fend you inclofed in this 
letterforyourperufal 5 and from them you 
will haye a clear view of all particular^ ; 
and in the fame manner, theEnglifli fee- 
pbys ar^committingallmannerof violence ' 
andi Imftilities^in the perganahoft Bahr-» > 
bund. A letter upon this fubjedt, which 
I j'eceived from Mahfing, the . aumil of 
that -quarter,' I Eave-ftiewn to the faid 
gentlemen, .and now fend a copy .of it. 
likewife, to you, /'for your information. 

.By your' friendfliip and kindnefs my 
affairs havd been brought to Ais pafs. 
The metoeft perfon that exifts, could ne- 
ver have fubmitted to ufe fo great a for- 

X 2 bearance ; 
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bearanccji and that J< havelforbom fo 
long, was owing toithisionly, ithat your 
fcputatibn ’ might not fuffcr ' with yonr 
rtiafters n I now leave you to your own 
concerns.^ Smcc Mr Ellis has proceed- 
ed to fuch lengths, as to prepare ladders 
and platformb, in order tor take the fort 
of Patna , now you may rtake, whatever 
meafures you think heft for the interefts 
^oF'ihe tomplliv', and your'kiwn I re- 
p^F^dly wrote fo'you to rflc^c th^ from 
thife bufioefsj and appoint anothSr,vbut 
<yoh did not even rejily/tol me on this 
fubjeft iSince 'the chiefs of the fafto- 
nes arc ftretchingbutthelrhands againft 
my honor and treputation, land, my peo- 
ple areiin every refpift without remedy, 
nof IS itiin myi{Jower,to tifetany/ilonger 
forbearancci iLjif,| 111,1 , ml I ^ 
'■PS Sir, lindc the receipt ofjlhe 
fotiher arzee, from Meer nMaliomed 
Mehdtc Cawn iBehadCr,' ahotHen arzee, 
with a papef of news, as irtived? the 
fob'ftanec of it is, thaL’theiEngbfh are 
throt ing doivn thehoufes atBaukipore, 

and 
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and expelling the tenants, in older to 
make entrenchments. 

When the zemindar of that place went 
to Mr. Cai flairs", to reprefent tliis af- 
fair to him, that gentleman paid no .ic- 
gard to him. 

I SEND you a copy of the arzec^ and 
the paper of news.” 

Copy of a Letter from Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader to the Nabob- 

T H A'VE continually leprefentcd to 
your Excellency, that the chief of 
the fadlory at Patna is bent upon a rup- 
tuie 5 and your Excellency, in anfwer to 
myiarzees, contmually informs me, that 
a' peace ‘will fliortly be concluded, and 
theEnglifli troops withdrawn from Pat- 
na. I have fent repeated lepicfenta lions 
of the flate of this place 5 and that that 
gentleman was refolved upon a ruptuic, 
infomuch, that he has even made plat- 
forms, and ladders for fcaling the walls 
of the fort. One day, 'he made them 
ready for this delign, and was near the 

X 3 walls,- 

^ Commanding officer of the detachment. 
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jfralls*/' wiien ’a'llorrn of wind and nun 
came 'on,' and caufed him to defer it 
Tins iS our ftate , but your Eicccllcncy 
neither fends us any reinforcements, nor 
gives me any orders to fight j what then 
ata' f to do, Cttmg' inaftivc ? Since the 
icepoys of Bengal haVc ^amed an ill 
njimc, for their treachery to'formcr Na- 
zims, It IS not )n my flow er to brmg my- 
Iclf io fo much forbearance and want bf 
fpiril ' If lhat chief is detennmtd on a 
quarrel, I will put up with nil' more in- 
fults, hut will fight witli him 

P S On the 5th 'of the^ moon, the 
hirtarras of thi fircar delivered me a 
paper Of hkis, ^whibh I fend,' fof your 
Exiiellcncfi's infbAndtibn, Inclbftd ‘ 

' bo'pyof^'ibe 'pilfer 

I HAVE rcpcafcdly infoitnc'd' ybur Ex- 
cellency of '^the diflurbhnces "commiifed 
by Mr "islhs '''tlus is th'eprcfent'*ftate , 
fhq ifiuilianccs CTeatedby the laid gen- 
tleman daily increafe his leepoys come 
clofc to the fort, and "give ifl-lkngviage 
to the people 6f the fortj and fay to 
them, “whatdoyondofittingm the fort? 

“ Why 
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Why do you not come out into the 
plain, thatwe ma^^cut your heads off?” 
In this mannei they ule inrulting expref- 
fions j and that gentleman has alfo made 
platforms, and high ladders for fcaling 
the walls. One day, with this delign> 
lie approached the fort, when a fform of 
wind and rain came on, and caufed him 
to, defer it. I daily wiite to you what 
paffes, but your Excellency takes no 
mcafures for rcdreffing thefe difoiders ; 
and Meer Mahomed Mehdec Cawn Be- 
hader will not fight without your oiders. 

- - - Scco7id Paper of News. 

-T o the weft of Moorlidur’s gardens 
dwelt many ten ants; Mr. M^Leody’' tur- 
ned them out, pulled their houfes down, 
and threw them upon theintrenchments, 
where builders are at work. The ze- 
mindar of the place, taking the tenants 
with carried them before captain 
Carftairs, and complained ; but receiving 
no anfwer, was forded to jetu/n with the 
tenants to his own houfe/’ 

k ^ k f - f j 

X 4 ^^py 

y One of the -ofRcers of the detachment. 
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Cojy,^of,a Letjcr from Mah!ing,i'Aumilt 
Ijffj^gahrbund, /a /if Nabob ,, 
“■’TtHAVRibiforereprefented the par- 
_JL)ihculats df the alTalilt made by 
Deamni thelifiglifli gdmaftah, with a 
bodyiof ^dofcepoys, &c at the laft'pahr 
ofl theinighi:/ ort the cutchdrrce of the 
perganahaiif iBihrbund -Atithis time' 
about 700 Europeans end'-fetp'dys'afc 
arrived at Chcelmarree in the faid pcrga- 
naif/'Tia^^4 pluiidered the’merth'ahts and 
tenants, f-ind making their f^ay'^ to ^ the"' ^ 
cutcherree, early in the mormng they at-- 
tacked fmy^ pethkar, in Rannee’G'ungej ' 
theyjnlled and wounded about 1 5 of my 1 
pcbnsj &c and coninutted great tavagesi' 
Tho'ugh'thfcy afi'now rcturned'tb Daccaj-'O 
yeti they will nordeCfti from their holbli 
intentionfe/Thefe difturbanccs, rcpbatedi-nl 
ly -caulcd ib^ the (Englifh', h^ve entirely) >I 
ruined 'theiperganah The' tendntsifarei 
fled J the revenuds are cntifely at a iland, 1 
and thedands are-wallc j added to thcfc>ii 
damages, ithe luncawiof the Rangamet- 
tee fougcdar hasifuffcrcd , and your Er-irl 1 
cellcncy can well judge in what manner 

the 
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the balances arc to be recovered, and 
the new collcdions made, amidfl thefe 
diforders. As the pnfl djfturbanccs have 
made it ncccfiary to entertain a few horfc 
and foot, for the protedion of my honor, 
and I have been obliged to borrow mo- 
ney to pay them two montlis pay, I 
requeft, that a per wan nail may be grant- 
ed me for a tuncaw.” 

I 

The advices tranfmitted to tlic Na- 
bob, by his officer at Patna, of Mr. El- 
lis’s intention to attack the city, agree- 
ing with the gcnci al report which liad 
prevailed for fome days, it was no longer 
doubted that hoftilities had begun at that 
place j and therefore, on the 2d of July, 
orders were given for the army to maich 
from Gherettce. Some days before, a 
letter was difpatched to meet Mr, Amy- 
att, diredling him to leave his efcort at 
Coffimbuzkr, which would fufficiently 
fecure that factory till the army reached it. 

It“ isrargued by many, that the army 
{hould have marched fooner ; but if it 
be confidered, that the march of the 

army 
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army ■'Would have been regardediby the 
Nabob, and all the country, as a certain 
deckrationj of war, jt would havp been 
improper, while we had any hopes frdm 
the negotiation, and after that hope was 
nearly loft, ^it would have been impru- 
dent to move tte army, until our depu- 
■ties Jxad received their difmiflion, leaftit 
■fiibuld put them m danger of bemg di- 
t^rned twth th’ar elcort All the neccf- 

I I I 1; 'J 

/aiy^preparations wercmade,fo infure, as 
far as the nature of war will admit, the 
fuccels of our sums m cafe of a rupture j 
and if thei Patna detachment had not 
been loft by their own diforderly beha- 
vior, the troubles would fcarce have 
Jpread mto Bengal ^ 

On the .^th^arnve^ thg foUovymgnotc 
in cypherufropii^r Amyatt,jiirei3:ed to 
,Mr Ellis, but brought iby rmftakc to 
Calcutta, inftead of another of the fame 
tenor, addrefled to the Board ' 

“We arc made pnfopers, as far as 
“ fazing our boats, and furroundmg of 
“ us can make us The boats of arms 

“ were 
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'' were topped afew miles from hence’”' . 
Mongheer June, 21, 1763.” 

The hircarra tliat brought the note 
reported, that being flopped and de- 
tained 

■’*' This was the laft of Amyatt’s letters front 
Mongheer, that reached us before the War was de- 
clared , but major Adams finding fomc of his papcr« 
at Moorfhedabad, font me a copy from his Icttcr- 
boOk of a letter of the 22d of June. This giving 
fbme further account of the footing on which he 
‘parted with the Nabob, I have thought proper to 
infcrt it. 

Copy of a Letter f om Mr. Amyatt to Mr. Ellis, 
dated Mongheer, the' Z'ld of June, extradied 
- from his Letto-Bool', where is a Memorandum^ 
that he zvrote Letter of the fame Tenor to Mu 
Vanfittaxt. 

, S I R, , j 

From the TsTabob’s adliorls, two nights ago, wc 
wdre effectually made prifoners, furrounded by a bo- 
dy of horfe all night, and our boats feized. That 
day in the morning wc defired Nobit Roy to tell the 
Nabob, as we were ordered to -return, we ,could 
not, nor would not flay, therefore defired per^ 
wannahs and duftucks for Our free paffage, and 
if he did not give diem, we would -go without. 
In the 'evening -Nobit Roy> informed us, the boats 
with arms fhould he releafed , upon which we af- 
fured him, would not think of ^olng, but with 

the 
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’detained a'llttle on thiS'lidc'’of Mong- 
liMr', by the Nabob's chokeys,' he learn- 
ed*, that "Mr 'Atnyatt was gone to Patna, 
iind that our forces had attacked and taken 
■’tlie city ' “ * * 

'' ^THouiH'fti fcould not depend upon 
this ncwsi' yeVditrc ryaVgriat rcafon to 
tbl}ilc''it froih'tliis^inomcnt I 

aVaJ' to chler oh a new part'^ 'T^thertol 
Tiad* redded tl?e Nabob is thcanju^ 
pdrtyj and his'dondua'frodi-’liis iecef- 

tdn tc)*lhyTubaliiJ)ip,^ tS’tK Dp'inlDg''bT 

1 1 ^ I' I ' id ' Jr 

the NabobV confent 'Notwitbilajiilin^ thii, btj that 
night, 'toot the above precauuans to'Hop lo, not 
our \rords TT o-day all our boats wcrcgivca us 
back again, and thcNabobhasprotn^Tcd todifmirsua 
the day after to-morrowj for wc ^eciared to him, 
wecduld not ^hink-of trcatiiig^mtb kim is tffalA 
•afe now ffltditcd, wc prif6ncr*,^kncJi he Jehdmg 
icinforccmentq tq Pjitna^ nor coujd we^nTwer to 
thc-confequencc,j\vb^j‘^ th/i mtdligenccjrached 
you and the genUemen in Caicutta The bc^ 
with the aim* a^ cleared from ^^e^^okef at Su- 
rygarrah, gone^on, 'but^^thito a^'b^y tedre 
chokejaior them to pafa I belierc.? Thu* uiattcrs 
fland at prefeni^ which I think, ncccUary to j^mfonn 
youof TheNabob basgivcn us aflurances of our 
pedons and honor being faf<^ w far as word* wili 
allOb I am, fic 
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oui lafl difputes, and even to thcpicfcnt 
periodas irreproachable, excepting a very 
few inflances eafily to be accounted for, 
by the diRrefs and delpair to which he 
was driven. I confidered niyfelf as the 
inflriimcnt of his advancement, and that 
he placed his entire dependence on me, 
to lupport him in it, whilfl; he obferved 
the conditions of the treaty ; and as more 
cipccially concerned to preferve the fccu- 
rity of the Company’s intcrefls, and, the 
tranquility of the country, upon the cfta~ 
blifliment which I had fo principal a 
fliare in forming, and which the Court 
of Diredlors had approved, and ordered 
me to fupport. Therefore, in all out 
dhputes, I had placed myfelf between 
the Nabob, and the rage of his oppo- 
nents, till the flame grew too violent to 
, be extinguiflied, and threatened out own 
But juftice mufl: now give 
.place to necefiity, and I mufl; take the 
part which my Ration required, in re- 
pelling the evils to which the Company 
and the nation were expofed. ' 

, These motives had induced me to 

I I “ 

form 


polTeffions 
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form I the rcfoluboa which I had|bcforc 
pubhelyj- declared, in a minute already' 
noticed (Olj the 20th pf June, to remam 
m^the chair; 4 md allift m all the opera- 
tions of the war, until It fhould behrought 
to a final jiflii:^ leavpg it to the other 
njeml^rs |0f, Ac Council to form a new 
plan of,goYcrfiment, in which I de- 
termmed tOjhave no concern This re-j 

tolpbonj I[npw,ricpeafctJ to the Boar^in 
t£e JpUowing minute } belicvmgjijfrom 
the hircarra s report, that, lyir Amyatt,^ 
who, was the next in fiiccefiion to the , 
chair, was now at Patna ^ ^ 


Copy of tbt Govemor s^ltiinute 7 n ^Co:^U ^ 
tatimof tj/t 4ii 0^ July,-' 1763^ 

“ T Think it certam from the ftoppagCj 
of our letters, the intclhgencc of 
the ^hycarra and other reports, fhat hof- 
tdities have begun at Patna, ^and tl^tthe 
breach with, theNabobisirreparable The , 
army linden the^ command of; major A-_, 
dams Ihould therefore march on towardp, 
Monghecr, Wfth all , expeditipn,, to fe-t 
cure the Company® jiofleflionB, and 

bnng 
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bring the war to a fpoedy illuc ; altho' 
I am quite of opinion, as I always have 
been, that it would be begun, continued 
and ended, by our foices at Patna. For 
the reft, as it is my refolution for the 
reafons mentioned, in my minute of the 
20th of June, to quit the government as 
foon as the war is fo far detei mined, as 
that the Company’s fettlements and pof- 
feftions run no rifle, and which I doubt 
not will be the cafe before the montli of 
September. I fliall be glad that Mr. A- 
myatt, who we have rcafon to hope is 
fife at Patna, was dircdled to return to 
Calcutta, by that time to receive fioni 
me the charge of the government, with 
the papers and inftrudtions thereunto be- 
longing.” 

The minutes entered in confultation 
of the 20th of June, regarding the plan 
for fettling the government, in cafe of the 
removal of Coftim Alice Cawn from the 
Fubahftiip, were now read again at the 
Board, in order to cometofomeconclufion 
upon the point 5 and the opinions of ma-i 

jor 
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3or Camac and A'lr Batfon, which had 
i^tjt been taken with the reft, were now 
dehvered in, in the following terms 
I Major Camac'j Opinion 
Tho’ majorCarnac entirely dilapprov- 
ed of the revolution in favor of Coffim 
Alice Cawn, and did not deem the au- 
thority, by which It was effe&ed, as 
fufficient, from aconviftion, if the whole 
Council had been confulted, the majo- 
'nty would have been againft it i yet, 
from the moment we had the advice of 
'onr EmployOThavmgacquiefced therein, 
i£ became' our common duty to fupport 
to the Utmoft the new Nazim, fo long 
'as our nghts and pnvileges vere not 
infringed by him , and the major can 
fafely aver, no perfon at the Board ' is 
more truly concerned than himfelf, at 
the meafurcs wd are under the neceflity 
of takmg ' ‘ I " 

-The Nabob Coffim Alice Cafvn has 
for fome time pall Ibewn fitch an mdif- 
poCtion towards us, as wduld render'it 
the height of 'folly to place any confi- 
dence m him, ahd iiowcver inclined the 
' Board 
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Board have fhewn thcmfclves (b)/- their 
long forbearance, and fending deputies) 
to the eftabliflimcnt of a mutual fiiend- 
Ihip, he has by his late a£ls abfoliitcly put 
it out of our power, confidently with ho- 
tUor, to come to an accommodation with 
him. WeBiall therefore be juftified to 
the Company and the world, in exerting 
our endeavors for the refior<ation of Mcer 
Jaffier, an atonement winch major Car- 
nac looks upon as due to him, for the 
injufticc he thinks was done him in de- 
pofing him 5 and he is of opinion, he 
fiiould be proclaimed at Calcutta, and 
taken up with major Adams to Moor- 
fliedabad, and there placed upon the 
mufnud. That a manifedofhould be pub- 
liflied, fetting forth the reafons for the 
change of government ; and there is no 
doubt, but as Meer Jaffier, from the con- 
fideration in which he has for many yeap 
Been held, muft haveanumberof friends; 
feveral of the niofi; confiderable perfons 
in the country will flock to his dandard. 
Major Carnac begs leave to fubmit to the 
Board the terms, which, in his opinion, 

Vol.IIL ‘Y ffiould 

I 
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%)uld,bo,made thcj^round-work of a 
tnaty, ^tp be concluded between us and 
AJeef Jaffier ■ i i , 

^jjJThp confinnation of the ccflion of the 
three provmccs of Burdwan, Mtdnapoor 
and T^ittagong, rvith this i alteration, 
thatfthey be now < made over to us in 
pfoperty, ipftcad, of, their revenues only 
beingl alligned f.o us, ^as is the; cafe at 
prijfent i, ii ^ 7i 

A'N univcrfalfrecdomof trade, to be al- 


loy'?d ps, and the other privileges Ivljich 
thedepuaeswereconaniBionedtodemand 
of jCoffim AUec Cawn XbS defraying 


the cxpcnces pf the war, and -a full in- 
demnifioation Ao be m^deitOjtJie private 


fufferers, a? well as to theipubhcVifor 


all lofles fuflained To epable hdeer Jaf- 
fier to do/o imipcdiatcly, ithe tre^ure of 
Coffim Alice ejawn, if laid, bold of, to 
be put intOjTjis hands ,(but in,-cafe of 
failure herein, j the rcvcnuqf of-thcNu- 
dcca provancejo bcjtnortgagedto us.jtill 
every body is rcimburfed i. The farm of 
the Poorneca falt-petre Ao he -given to 
the Company__ _ ^ ^ 


The 
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The evil confccjucncc of fuffering an 
overgrowth of poN’icriii a Nabob, be- 
ing but too apparent, he fliould in fu - 
ture be limited in the number of his 
forces, fo as to be obliged to have his 
main dependence upon thofe of theEng- 
li{h the principal of our troops fliould . 
therefore be flationed at Buiiumpbor, 
where there is a piece of ground already 
marked out and given to us ; proper 
cantonments may be eredled, and when- 
ever he has occafion for their fervices, 
they may be ready. This difpofition 
will preferve our military, it being a very 
healthy fpot 3 whcicas they have fatal- 
ly experienced (the two lafl: feafons par- 
ticularly) the unhealthinefs of Calcutta. 

' Mr. Batfonh Opinion. 

The Nabob Coflini Alice Cawn has 
plainly manifefted by his general con- 
duct, flnee he has been raifed to the fu-^ 
bahdarree, and more particularly by the 
feveral a<3;s of hoftility, to' which he has 
lately proceeded, that he has the mofl: 
inveteiate enmity againfl: us; and that his 
defign is to extirpate us entirely out of 

y 2 'his 
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hl^ courtt^y,'! if'cvtriit fhould be in hie 
poWer ' "The delays laircady procured by 
thi: gentlemen, who have fo ftrenuoufly 
{u^pdrted his caufe, have fubjedted our 
aiFi&eHO great dohgers' and mconvenicn- 
cies.l and brought on us Ibmc difgraces 
Iiim''of'opiriion,‘'thcrefoie, that to keep 
fenriS'tvt'ith Mcec Coffimiany longer, or 
ittcinpt r any 'icdommoditionkWith him, 
i6 highly 'detlimental lto^ tht jnterells of 
ourfCompanyjand nation j -andTpropofe, 
thatweireinftatetthe ipldiNaboblm his 
governmenty' of which he JiaSjibeen ,un- 
juftly depnved , hereby I thjnk we lhall 
‘attain the idefimblc cnd,i-of jcftabhfhmg 
the Companyis affairs on a folid founda- 
ti6n, and cleat ourfelves of the imputa- 
tion. of ^ bteafahjof pfaith,jrwhich, jthb 
reiily dbetota iaChon ampngftiusi/has 
■Quo this'betn oafttonithetnationimige- 
“nctal' - ' (ii ^ 111 hr., niri 1 jubiioj n) 

' t ' jji- -j V j /A Uii) 

" -'^Th ^ mijontyiofiDpiniDastagrecingin 
the 'appoliltfdent >ofibinothero'^rfonj‘to 
the ‘fdbahQilp,-' this ^mt CStfiC ibie’ttert 
under cdnCd^raQohy ai/d thi'^cjioie4>‘Of 
. the 
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the Bo.itd fell of coiirfe upon Jaffier Al- 
ice Cawn 5 Mr. Haflings and myfelf le- 
maining neuter upon the occahon , and 
it was accordingly refolved, that he 
Ihould be reflored to the Nizainut. The 
next day we received tiyo letters fiom 
Mr. Amyatt, the fiift dated from Seep- 
gunge, the 25th of June, advifing us, 
that from all the Nabob’s adtions, he 
and Mr. Hay both judged, thatihe 
intended war, and that he would, at- 
' “ tack our troops at Patna. That four ^ 
** days before, an Armenian commander, 
with a ftrong reinforcement of horfe, 
foot and cannon, went to Patna and 
** that the ' Armenians folely managed 
“ him, and urged the difputes.” The 
daft dated from Sootee, the 30th of June, 
advifing us,' "that the Nabob had given 
- him a paftport, and fent a man vfith him, 
to condudt him and his paity fafe to 
cutta. We were accordingly in expec- 
-tatiomof feeing him, when, we received a 
'' letter irom the fa'dtory at Coffimbuzar, 
informing ius,,that as he was pafftng the 
rcity of Moorftiedabad, he was attacked 

,Y 3 ’ by 
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byi'^hcONabobi fortes— Mk ^Atnyatt 
himVelf, 'and fome Shcr gjintlenaed, kiU- 
td, 'andithe I'eft made phfOMers — 

' , V — - ) ill ( IJ f 1 ' '1 


s'^°cti' 6 'n 3fnr.' 


- >V ■i jrrtiioJ . 

']^|](5^ew,yreaty;^th Mecr Jafficr, War 
j \yith I^f^r Coliiij^, and^the^Maflacrc 
I null/' 0 A/ — ij j 


^rt^ ''Prct!a)rmhin Jaffiert^ iS»</ 

- rmMtm' ^ rfl;'^li-=LMdtr Cof- 
infi hett'if, clmjirthl^^ ti't"R^orh 
cur D^rui^at f*atna“ — ^CbiStoiiii- 

2ar PaUcrj furroutided Mi nutes 

’’rri' dhdntsl -qf" Mr ‘ ■’V anTfitta^rtl ^ ' <m 3 
Mr }isAib^,'‘‘'iinii!ini)r^-ii^ Rea- 
'fans Jb'i' Ji^swig the'-^^^s'^rt^'^f<sQoP%J^ 

~^fhidtliiti cj^ ibe’VddirH'j'eki 
' ihi' Arhclti it — ^Minutes 

cfi'tbe Subjeh'y^ (he propcJ^^^AfttcJfh^ 
— ! — Tiihminttr)/ tSetnanl/ dclrJtrid' ^ 
Mccr l^fakftd'tbe^tteptlhi^ ■s^'Dilatet't 
ahd Rijclutidhs tberit^on — RmbHi'i'n ‘ 

tht( 
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this BtihjcB , — Meet s' Ohjediions 

to the Articles. — ’I’he OhjcBwns admir-^ 
ted. — Tdreaty with Meer Jaffier. — Fur- 
ther Demands ^/'Meei Jaffier — Agreed 
to. — Letter from Meer Coffim to Ma- 
jor Adams, threatening to cut of the 
Frifoners in his Hands. — Mr. Vanfit- 
tartV Letter to Meer Coffim oh that 
SuhjeB. — Major Adams’r Anfver to 
Meer Coffim . — Lhe MaJJacre perpe- 
trated. — Letter Jr om Mr. Full ei ton to 
the Board, givwg an Account of this 
Catafrophe, and of his Efcape. 

T his unexpected attack, wliich we 
judged for certain, to be a confe- 
quence of ^ lioftilities, begun at Patna, 
being the next^ay confirmed by.fome 
of rthe gentlemen’s fervants, ,and one or 
two ibldiers of the party,' who had ,efca- 
ped the fate of the reft, determined the 
Board, irnmediatelyto declare war againft 
Coffim Alice Cawn ; and the Nabob 
Jaffier- Alice Cawn having confented to 
take upon-^him the 'government, the 
following declaration of war againft Cof- 

Y 4 fim 
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principal merchants and inhabitants of 
the country to their entire ruin, we do 
hereby require all manner of perfons un- 
der our^ jurifdidtion,’ and alfo invite all 
other officers and inhabitants* of the, 
country, .to repair to the ftandaid of 
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader, 
to affift him^ in ^defeating the defigns of 
the faid Coffim Alice Cawn, and finally 
efiiabliffiing himfelf in the fubahdarree. 

Given in Council at Fort Vfilliam, 
the yth day of July 1763, under our 
hand's, and the feal of the faid United 
Eafi: India Company.’' 

Whilst the Board were fitting, the 
following letter ariived from Meer Cof- 
fini, and confirmed what we had for fomc 
days apprehended, the news of the de- 
feat of our detachment at Patna. The 
particulars of this difafler, with the other 
operations of the war, are fufficiently 
known; let it heie fuffice to obferve, that 

s 

the city was furpiized and taken with- 
out refifiiancc, by our troops, in the night 
of the 24th of June ; and by their dif- 

ordcrly 
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orderly behavior afterwards^ whiM they 
were difperfed, and intent only on plun- 
der, , was retaken byia handful of the 
Nabob 8 people, the next day at noon ; 
after j which tlofi, (the gentlemen of the 
faiSory, with |tl|e( feattered remains of 
tl^f army, retired a-croft the nvcr,T and 
yfcj-etljeteall deftroyed or taken pnfonersj 

ii In. til, ^,1', It „ „ 
Cop)! of a Letter from the Nabob Coffim 

3/ri,yitt„ V I I' _ III 1/ ^ , 

j^^Al^ce Cawn to toe Govemi^r | JjfUed^ 
^ June 2*6, 1763 , \ 

‘JdTiN mydieartl behevcdiMr Ellis to 
„ii) be my inveterate ebemy, but from 
his,aiftipn§, IinoWifind hciwas inwardly; 
my fnend, a? appcArs by this ftep, whicht 
be hasjidded to the others ' Likcia'night, 
robber he aflault?!^ thedCelkiof Patna_/i 
rpbbed'and plundered the bazar, ^andall, 
thf mcrchantsnand-ipbabitants pflithel 
cjty,ij ravaging^ -and Jlayingic^miithc^ 
mhrning, to theitbud -pahr (aftenioOnv), 
When I requefted of yoiqaioiljgooimnf- 
kets ladcminioatsqyouw’onld nOtcon-i 
fentjort nThidnnhappyiinln, incon-J 
fequence of bis SniVahlufriendflup, ifa- 

vored 
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vorcd me in this fray and llaughter, 
with till the mn fleets and cannon of his 
army, and is himfelf relieved and eafed 
from his burthen. Since it was never 
my defire to injure the affairs of the 
Company, what ever lofs may have been 
occafioned by this unhappy man 'to'my-^ 
felf, in this tumult,' I pafs oVer: but 
you, gentlemen, muft anfwer for any in-;- 
jury, which the Company’s affairs have 
fuffered 5 and fince you have unjuftly and 
cruelly ravaged the cit}'', and deftroyed 
the people, ai'id plundcicd effedts to the 
value of lacks of rupees it becomes the 
jiiflice of the Company to make repara- 
tion to the poor, as foi mCrly was done 
foi Calcutta. You, gentlemen, are won- 
derful friends ; having lYi'ade' a treaty, to 
which ' you pledged the niime''of Jefus 
Chrift^j you took fiorri me a -country, to 
pay the expences of your army; with the 
condition, that" your troops <fhould al- 
ways attend "me, and promote my hffair-s. 
In effect,^ ydu'keep up a force, for my de- 
ftrudtion 5 'fince, from their hand, fuch 
events have '^troceeded, lam entirely of 
, _ opinion. 
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o^imonVtliaf the Cbmpany fllould favor 
me 'in can'fihg to' be^d^vefed to m’e'thc 
fents^ for' three years of my country Be- 
fidcs tins, for me violences and oppref- 
idlis 'e^ercifod'by the Enghlh gomaftahs 
for Icvirtd'^e^ paltsl in^the tcmtories 
of tiid'Nibamuf'/ and 'the large fums ex- 
torted;' arid the JolTes occaiio'fied by them,' 
it’^i6‘’[iroprr anri jutt 'that the' Company 
niakc‘'rellitutirin'at th’is timfc' "This' is 
all the trouble you need take , 'm' We 
fame mannef is yoU tfxik Burdwan and 
tlie!*bther’'landf, ’^du mull 'favor'* me in 
^eli^g'thlifa ’ 

In IMi / l T III 11 I ! 

“ This ivis fdllowed by a note from the 
gehtlemeh^at Collimbuzar,i f dated'-the 
night of-ithe 4th of Juljt, mfonrung us, 
thit thftfaQoryfXvas furtoundfed bji 4* nu- 
merous forte,- and that thsy eXpefted Hh 
attack the neXt monirng* ’I'd vl 
jj The iNabob s -letter putting' it ollt of 
all doubt, that our troops atP-amai’which 
conlilled of great part 6f Jour force, 
were entirely defeated, and the war be- 
coming thereby more ferious thaniihad 
' been 
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been cxpedlcd; that no appearance, of 
difunion amongft ourfclves might hurt 
the public fcrvice, I now rcfolved to fet 
mj’- name to the declaration of war, and 
the treaty witli Mecr Jaffier, in which I 
had before declared my intention to have 
no fliare. This I accordingly did, having 
firfl explained the motives for this change 
in my condiufl, in the following minute, 
delivered in the confultation of the 8th 
of July. 

l!hc PrelidentV Minute. 

THEPrefident (fcnfiblcthatit will be 
more for the public fervice, we fhould 
appear unanimous in every meafure nov/ 
entered upon, for profecuting the war a- 
gainft Coffim Allee Cawn with the*ut- 
moil vigor, and ■ fupporting the alliance 
with Jaffier Allee Cawn,, to re-eflabliffi 
him in the government 5 and particular- 
ly, that It Will be a fatisfadtion to the 
Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn) confents to 
fign ' the , proclamation, , and all other 
public deeds, which ffiall be made in 
confequence ; now recording once for all, 
that he does not mean hereby to preju^ 

dice 



dice hii-fbnncr deolarafions and opinions, 
cntefod on-tiii cdnfultations " j' ’ 'J ijI 

-TJ t.ir [f • n II I 1 

j/Nithcilamc fentimcnts, 'I was joined 
by, [Mr dlaftings (the only member who 
l)adjjppofcd Ac, claims of Ae jtftof the 
Boarf vpoij, thciNabobj apd Ae proceed- 
ings [whiAi-brdugbt onAe Svar)i m the 
flowing nimptctli^n loO mo LsoiiHi - 
•’inAibAfrTHtcftingsj.dfwwre'iWjjq 'ib 
isilbng'finceTiIforbodcd thjt ovtif 
difputes ^rfriAl the Naboh wdOldl^lcrtm-'' 
natcitf antipen rU^blreAuPaf AotaAef 
Aiopiiiion>whicH!l'had ■ofihii'Brengthp 
I expeOed thaP'our tontenhon with-’liurf^ 
would be of >a vdry lhortiduratioA','''ndt‘^ 
otherwifeaffeii the’intcrcfti?af the Coift-'^ 
pany,''than‘ in Ac futllhi ill bo'iiftqflA-’ 
ces of a'btokcn and Hilbrdcrfcd Hate , llnff^ 
as I hadinpt'tht fame tie upoiiAe^tvath*-' 
Ae PrAdAt/iid refpeft to >an^ lAbtat^ 
Aaigc.iitiWHtitny^rdbldtion, as'lbon as* 
a-war fliouldibidiclarcfl,’ to''fefign thff* 
Gompany’sifemce , being'unwdlmg, oti 
the oncdiandjito join in>^fringauthonty’ 
to pA meafnres, of which'I di&ppiot/edi 
i I ' and 
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to a new eftablifliment, which I 
judged detrimental to the honor and in- 
terefts ot the Company : and apprehen- 
five, on the other, that my continuance 
at the Board, might ferve only to preju- 
dice, rather than advance the good of 
the fervice, in keeping alive, by my pre- 
fence, the difputes which have fo long 
difturbed our Councils, and retarding 
the public bufinefs by continual dilTents 
and protefls. But lince our late melan- 
choly advices, give us reafon to appie- 
hend a dangerous and troublefome war ; 
and from the unparallelled adts of bar- 
barity and treachery, with which it has' 
opened on the part of the Nabob, it be- 
comes the duty of every Bntifh fubjedt 
to unite in the fupport of the common 
caufe, it is niy intention to join my en- 
deavors for the good of the fervice, not 
only as long as the war (hall laft, 'but as 
long as the trpubles confequ^nt from it 
may endanger either the Company’s af- 
- fairs, or the fafety of this colony. Oif 
the fame principle, : and to remove every 
appearance ofd.ifunionamongft ourfelves^’' 

I will 
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will i'ccly fet my hand to the declara- 
tion publifhed by the Board, though I 
^ ftill abide by the feptiments whichl have 
aU alopg exp^efled, of the meafures 
taken in, the ,courfe of all, our dilputes 
,wnh, the Nabob, hereby confirming all 
that I Lave declared m my former pro- 
tefb and mmutes, which Hand upon re- 
cord lb our confultations ’ j 

y 1 

I SHALL go back to relate the pro- 
^cecdings of the Board, m fortmng the 
new treaty of alhance with Jafiier Allee 
^Gawn , A committee having been ap- 
.pomted to draw up the articles of this 
tfeaty, dehvered m their propofals, in 
the confultation of the 6th of July, as 
follows , > i ' i 



,1 1 1 > l' V" ' " 


, “ piRsrqj ^o,confirra to the Company 
the ceflion of^,tbp provmcesnf burdwan, 
Midnapoor ,and<Chittagong,, , made* by 
Meer Coffim,either byjagheeree, funnuds, 
or fuch deeds a? may fecure the property 
1 of 
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of them, in the ftioiigeft manner, to the 
Company for ever. 

Secondly, To ratify and confirm to 
the Englifli, the privilege granted by 
their Firmaun, and feveral hufbulhook- 
nms, of carrying on their trade by means 
of their own duftuck, free from all du- 
ties, taxes and impofitions, in all parts 
of the country, excepting the article of 
fait, on which, according to a refolution 
already taken, we agree to pay a duty of 
two and a half per cent, on the Rowana 
or Hoogly market price. 

Thirdly,' That he do grant to the 
Company, the exclufive right of purcHa- 
ling the falt-petre of the province of 
Poorneea 5 that he do alfo grant to them, 
for the Ipace of five years, the foie pri- 
vilege of making chunam, in the pro- 
vince of Silhett j half whereof fhall be 
delivered to the fougedar there, for theNa- 
bob’s ufe, at the rate which the prime 
cofi: and charges may amount to. 

Fourthly, That the troops of the 
Enghfh array fhall always be 'ready to 
bfe employed in the fervice of the Na- 

VoL. IIL Z bo6. 
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bob, for the fupport of his government, 
anS the defence of his country , the Na- 
bob on 'his part fliall’ agree, that he 
will maintain m his pay, no greater num- 
ber of troops than 6000 horfe, and 12000 
Icffeftivi fdot, for the prote&dn of his 
frontiers, ind colle&on of hiS revenues 
FltTHny, That wherever he lhall 
thinl proper to fix his court, he fliall 
agree to a body of our forces being al- 
wi)s cantoned near his perfon^ for the 
fecunty thereof, and protedlion of his 
government , and that a Company s fer- 
vant fliall refide at his court, to tranfadt 
anyaffaits between theCompanj^and the 
government ‘ ' ‘ 

Sixthly, That the late perwannahs 
ifiued out by Cofihn AUce Cawn, grant- 
ing to all merchants the exemption of all 
duties for* the 'Ipacc of twoyears, 'lhall be 
rev cried and called m, as they arc detri- 
mental to the revenues of the goveni'- 
ment, and highly deflrudbvc of the im- 
munities enjoyed by the Comjlany frbm 
their Firmaun ' 

Seventhly, That the Nabob fliall 
engage 
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engage to caufe the iiipees coined in Cal- 
cutta, to pafs m every refpedt throughout 
his government without any dedud:ion, 
equally the fafne with the rupees ftruck 
in his own mint. 

Eighthly, That he fliall defray ;all 
the expences and lofs accruing to, the 
Company from the war, and ftoppage of 
their inveftment, and reimburfe tp all 
private, perfons, the amount of the au- 
thenticated loifes, which tliey may fuf- 
tain in their trade in the country. 

Ninthly^ That for the foimer pui- 
pofe, he diall give thirty lacks of rupees ; 
for the latter,, ten lacks of rupees. 

Ten they. That the inoft authentic ac- 
count of thefe Ioffes fhall be laid before 
a committee of the Board j and that all 
fums of money, which may exceed the 
Ioffes fuflained by the, Company and pri- 
vate perfons, fhall be faithfully reflored 
to the Nabob. . 

Eleventhly, That whatever trea- 
fure or effects may be feized at Mon- 
gheer or elfewhere, belonging to Coffim 
Allee Cawn, the Nabob fliall be put in 

Z 2 poffeffion 
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pgfleffiofi. of|,^^Jo enable , him to make 
good thelbpulatiopSjin the mnth article 
^jT^hat if we ihoulil not 
be fo fortunate, as^to, feize pollim ^lec 
^Qawps trejfq^e,gnd,effeas,„ the Nabob 
ihaU,affign)Ovei^thc revenues^ of, certain 
lands formakinggoodthe fums,lbpidated 
It itrHlRT^lENT,flf,x, thcjtraty en- 
,tered xnto,bcl;yXef(j tjiejNabob Md„the 
^Utch, ,m the,y{5Pi,E7^J>, wfeich lye, 
byf the defire of] bojjijpiartjesf/ligned as 
guarantees, {hall, after ))is xeftoratiop to 
the goyernrnent,' beirenewed ,_,andiiyith 
regard to the frenc^, hc,lhgJl engage, 
that Tfhen they,, come to j re-jcflabljlh 
themfelvcs tn Bengal, theyj,l})all-Jiot,^ 
permitted to bydd forts,, or, keep np any 
forces, pr holdrany terntoncsjwbapcver, 
exclu{iveofythe(r tradmgfadiones ’ „( 

I SHA^"!/ what followed lii the 
words of the confultation 

1 , Jj I ui, n ' 

“ The foregoing articles, the com- 
mittee are of opimon, may bj included 
m a pubhc treaty to be ratified betyreen 
us and the Nabob Meet Mahomed Jaffier 

Alice 
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Alice Cawn Behader, and would 'fc- 
thef recommend, that: a method he^^fet- 
tied with him for determining fuch dif- 
putes in trade, as may arife ' between the 
Engliih agents and ‘gomaftahs,'^ in'''''the 
. different parts "'of- the‘ c 6 iihtryy‘hnd ''the 
o fficef s off thd ' gOVerh'meht/^ '■n .cn ? n a r- 3 
^ ' A G Rh e"d , that maj bn' AHams J ^^tSaj or 
eairha6, ahffMefll BStfon ihd^'CaVTi^f, 
be appdrhted a'deputatibn^to wait^'bfi file 
Naboh'Meer" Jaffiei*,- to" ac^ifamb him 
'-with oar’teToTutibh in Ills favor, ■ and the 
' fubfta'hte offthefe articles, and report his 
'anfxver to the Bodrd-j and if heffliould 
- accept' of the government, o’n the t^rms 
therein' cbhfaiiied, 'fo/recbmmend’to him 
"’to ufe his intereft in gaining over fuch of 
^ the -cbuhtry people, as may be attached to 
his caufe, ''and p'articulafly-^'to appoint 
proper officers for collecting the reve-- 
hues of the provinces, which lie at hand 
for us to take immediate poffeffion of. 

‘ ' ff"/^^PrefidehtV('Af/«z<r/^’. 

The Preddent on this occadon mi- 
nutes, that having already declared he 
ffiould not be a party to this or any other 

3 treaty. 
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tfdaty, \Vhich might be made With' the 
cobntry 'powers, he remained 'neuter to 
the queftion, with rtlpedt to the projJnety 
of'the articles propoted , yet, as his opi- 
nion hks been atked upon them, he de- 
clards, tthkt_he^cjin;/cc_jio Ipbjjfljon to 
^any o f ^e.artitles,-ei<::eptmg-the Jecond, 
itvhich he has already given his opinion, 
extends Wie privileges of our pnvati 
tradecbiyond theitrtle intent and mean- 
mg< of <ouf Jlirmaunl beyond what is 
jcctftfiftent with theEnghlh'feputatidn m 
the country, and with a'igood^tinder- 
fftdhflihg tvith'thc Nabdbj'and this'with- 
'cftftdhy benefit to 'the ContjianyJ? Fur- 
ther, that he docs not at prefent tecbl- 
ledt any thing to'bfc added to’thb krtidles, 
wiiichis nlatcnffl to thcOompan^^sfiitviOe 
Mr Hastings 6 opinion being^ikc- 
Wile required on thcarticlcs,'hfdehver- 
ed icin' Wnting as follows ' -’-'^'‘'■>1 
Mr HaltlingS s Middle * 

I DEC LARE to y diffent frdm the trea- 
jjJir^ofed to “Meer Jafficr, ‘anJ think, 
that if his reftdration to his jtift'nghtj 
be the point aiined at in if, there is a 

mam- 
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man^ft^injuflice and,J.ncon{iftency, rin. 
ejfadiiig his cpjT^pliance with new term&» 
not mentioned in the original agreement^ 
\^S.him i notwithflanding, as my opi- 
nion upon the feveral articles now before 
the Board is .required, I £hall freely give 
' it, but as , a neutral .member only, for., 
the :good .of the Company,.^ whofe pn- 
terells maybe effentially affecfted by them. 

First, I agree materially with the 
hrfl: article, but think,, .that the lands 
(liould-be fully made over to the Com- 
pany by treaty, and not by jagheeree 
funnuds,j the firfl: conveying a certain 
property, rand the latter , leaving them 
ftill dependent. - . ^ ’ 

Secondly, I difa^rove^pf tjie fe-^ 
pond article Jor the reafons given by the 
i’refident. , 

Thirdly, I think the monopoly of 
the Poornea falt-petre, an acquiftion ve - 
ry trifling for the Company, and likely 
to diftrefs the Nabob greatly, by depri- 
ving him entirely of one of the principal 
necdfaries ,of Jife. 

Fourthly and Fifthly, To make the 
Z 4 Nabob 
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Nabob ,aii ufefol aUy> and not a meetj. 
loftnimfcntin thchands oftbc Company,-* 
forthc cxemfc of thejr own power, itas 
my opinion, 'thata. larger body of horfe 
mightobc mamtamed by him, than the 
number to which it is "propafed to limit 
him, tho I that may ferve when he is at 
peace, laad'm no apprchenfionifiom ani 
enemy jj buti that the foot (an utelciskndj 
cxpenCv£ Tabble)ibe_entirclyJciclndcd' 
from his'army,land only arfrwicjctpt npr 
to (be employed an the coUe&on of hfsj 
revenues, where only itheyricanobe of 
Ihmcc , (II -III' t 'lod 

For the reaLpurpofes of war, be canr 
needi no othcr/infanby than ours r and 
his own army, oonfilhng only of horfe, c 
jand unmeurabered by the , difordedyr 
Jtmi'wdxifJ’TOns andiBurgnndalTcspiwithj 
itheir-baggage and tram following them,B 
i^ill behioreiunirahc command of theiri 
Ucader, and may adl withigreateradvan^ 
tage in cDi^uniSion mthiourjobcer » r 
Sixthly, Tho J oppofed thc-dcmandi 
made on the prelent Nabob, jtql reverie' 
the decree palled by him for a free trade. 
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as j£::^croachment pnjiis tights, and' a" 
bre^cltoLx)ur .owa treaty ; yet, I- think- 
it may with propriety be made aa arti- ' 
cle in the new treaty, ^ho’ the flridt ex^ 

ecution of fuch an order, mufl: of necef-'- 

\ — 

fity be left to the Nabob^s^own pleafiire; 

Seventhly, I judgeithe Nabob’s or-J 
der infufficient to. -enforce ^ tlie^ qurrency ; 
of -the. Calcutta hccas-; but' it may with- 
propriety.be infiftedcon, asit'may'ferve'’ 
as a juA pretence for regulating- the coin - 
of the .country in general, when ever 'the 
Board" may. have leifure, in conjundtioa 
with the Nabob, to refume the fubjedt i * 
and upon this, my opinion in few words 
is^ that the ’only efFe£tuaLregalation>to 
anfwer equallyzthe purpofes of commerce- 
and the revenues,' would" be to’ftrike off - 
thq-batta^'eritirely,’ JDa .^Ib rupees- of > the > 
Bengal ftandard, ' and' abolijfhjthe peini*- 
cious' cuflomi'of ' lowering the value ibf 
rupees' every year.' ' 

The other' articles appear to me very ' 
proper, mor do* any other occur to me, 
that ought to be added to them. 


The 
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IT, HE gentlemen now withdrawing 
from theJBnard to wait on the Nabob , 
Agreed, that we adjourn till the 
evening ’ , 

“ jit a^CMf!ll^atton cf (be Evening of 
'I ' ' I 

1 , Present 

TheHon Hen Vanfittnrt.Efq.Pi-eJident. 

^ , ( Thomas AdamSj ECq ' ^ , 

, - John Carnae, ,Efq, 1 ,1 
^lUiqm, Billers, rEfq; , , 

John Cartier,' Efq, , - r , f 
, Warren HeJhngs, Efq, 

' Randolph Marriott, | Efq, ,, 
fdugh Vyatts, Efq, , , , , 

Tre gentlemen, who -sfaitpd as dopu- 
ties on the Nabob, 1 repopt tp,the,Boar^ , 
that jhey m ade known ^ to him thercfo- 
lution ofj^ouncil in his fevor, and endea- 
vored togivehimagencral knowledge of 
the articles which it is thought, requilitc 
he fliould agree to, as alfo of, the other 
circumftanccs which pvere trccommcnd- 
ed by the Board To the whole, be 
general terms rephed, thatheniJented to^ 
refume the government) but that beforef 
he would determine on particulars, or 

enter 
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cEiter upon bufmfefs, he'defired to have 
delivered to him a copy of the articles in 
the Perfian language, and that we would 
comply with the two following requefts. 
Firft, To fecure the' perfon of Coja Pe- 
trus, and have him ^takepu^.iip. ,with.:the 
army, as he may be ^made the means of 
carrying on^a cdrre^ondence 'with his> 
bipther. -Secondly, To permit him to 
take into his fervice Nundcoorhar, as Jiis 
muttafeddee,, to aSiIt hinil^ii cdihmencing 
and carrying ori the bufinefsj' ■ 

It being necefTaf'y therefore, that the 
' Board fliould determine immediately on 
thefe requefts, for the benefit of forward- 
ing 'the 'bufiiiefs with the Niibob, their 
opinions, with ' regard to Nundcoomar,- 
were firft'Colledled as follows. 

Frefideni's Opinion, 

With 'fefped:'i;o the appointment of 
Nuiidcoomaf -for the Nabob’s muttafed- 
deei the Prefident defires his 'opinion may 
be'rriinuted/^that from' the knowledge he 
has had^pf Nundcoo’mar firice he came to 
Bengal, he, th'inks'hirn^a dan^gerous man, 
ar^ not fit to be trufied ^ 'but that he 

does 
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J A n S' 3 1 "3 Tju\s ' 
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av/'jl lurf ijJicirtla i //ii'ojhrui 
npt^nkjitps^ijiihis power to dif- 
jfeptjfrpm Nabob s ^taking whom he 
pl^es, ormdcedj that It lancceiTary, as 
he will • not be a party m the treaty 

xirMr, Watts r Opmwn 
-o z 'tr W ,14 in r - / 

Mr Watts has no objeefaons to the 


Nabob s a 
his mutt 

^ JJUUlSlV, 


‘tJ|g|P?g.ohrj -VO 


Nundcoomar to be 


Cl AJl 

Mr Marriott j Oftjiton 


1 nfi Id 

1 omio : 


Mr Marriott is jaf^ojjimbn witli 
the Prefidenti'^that Nundepomar is, not 

Naboi) mdlls UMn it^ lie mul^ijc allowed 

to appoint nim That Tie looks upon 
H •. '1^ ^ n n/no 

Rovdoolub, in many refpeos, as a more 
/■ I'' n, ;( ,fi 'ti/M,’ jf Jin yn^nsUc 
proper perfon, if thro the perluauon or 
\r ^ lii*j '‘xii.i ?nj nitn noij 

the gentlemen ,in the deputation, » the 
iMw '’i onofljig 

xMabob could be prevailed upon to ap- 
I jr/i^r u.uioojoinjv' fniiniti^iqr noqtr 
point him t I -V A j 

^ ,, VT vmin 3d jonnso 

Mr Haitinc 


Mr HastVngTj's’ ol Oie'lame opi- 

hioh with '^c“f4elidtftp,'^^fcrar^ to 
) i I •''’ io23u,,nJn( sril tu 

*'lt u tobe’obieiT^'*’tejISthili^ccIlnidon^lFi 3 
nuiJc the 6 tB bf^July— iMy^refoloVioh figatfthe 
proceeding! withMccrJaffierpwaAjnot tiljithe 8 fh, 
altho in the courfc of this murati; e, it u firft men- 
tioned, page 333 
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Nundcoomar’s cliaradter, but leaves it 
to the other gentlemen to take what 
meafures they pleafe^ for tlie fecurity'of 
the future eftablifliment. 


ikTr. Cartierh Ophiion, 

Mr. Cartier is of Mr. Watt’s o- 
pinion. 

^Mr. Billersh Opmion. 

Mr. Billers is of Mr. Marriott’s 
opinion. 

Major, Carnach Optmon, 

t ] > I j < ^ ^ 

Major C arnac is of ^opinion, that 
Roy doolub would be a more proper per- 
fon, as having more influence in the 
country; and therefore thinks the 'gen 7 
^tlemen ih the ideputation fliould men- 
tion* him to the Nabob; but' as he ap- 
j)rehehhs'he'('the l^abob) wilfftill ihflfl: 
iipon appointing Nuhdbo6maf, that he 
cannot be refufed him. 






> 1 1 , ' r 


-Major Adams’j Opinion. 
Major,, Adairs has no knowledge 
Jhimfeff of the intrigues of Nundcoomar, 
but nffom ,]h>s general charadter^ given 
ihim.by gentlemen who know him better, 
.he thinks^ if the Nabob would difpentb 
‘ * - with 
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■with him, it .would he more proper, 
yet, ' if the neceffity of the times may 
make his fcrviccs requifitc to the Nabob, 
and he infifts on appointmg him, he 
thinks that we cannot refqfe 

M 

Sum^ofjbt Optmotu and Refolutuns m 
i, Confequence 

j It being thua refolvcd, tliat if the 
Nabob thould be Ihll defirous of ap- 
jpointmgPMundcoomar his muttafedd?c. 
It fliall l?e admitted him , 

Agreed, that Nundcoomar be m 
fuch cafe releafed from lus confinement* 
Next, in refpedt to the Nabob s re- 
queft, regardmg Petrus - i 

TLif Prefident s Opinion ' 

Tire Prefident is of opimon it'may bfc 
complied with^ fo far as to fend him up 
■with thfc army, ibut that he thbuld be 
under no reftraint jibecaufe he thmks the 
appearance of Petrus s bemg employed 


by ns, would' be la means lof ifo^wmg *af 
jealonfy between the Nabob and Petrus sj 
r r 1 iN ’ brother tf 


He 'waa m confinement, for haring forvrturded 


a cdrrefpondencc between? the Shahzada and the 


GoTcmor of Pondicherry during the French war 
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brother 5 and, on the contrary, appre- 
hends that confinement, or any other fe- 
veiity exercifed towards Petrus, from 
being reported to the Nabob with' exag- 
gerations, as IS always the cafe,' might 
be the caufe of a worfe treatment to our 
gentlemen, who ate in the NaboN s hands. 
He thinks further, that Petrus^, Before 
he goes, fliould take the oath of allegi-i 
ance to the King 'of Great Britaih^ and j 
an oath of fidelity to the" Company,’ in 
order to fubje6t him more regularly to 
our laws, in cafe of his failing in his ^du- 
ty. That we fhall have in our hands all 
the fecunty, which it is in a man's pow- 
er to give 5 namely, his wife and fami- 
ly, and houfes and effeds, . to a great a- 
mount 5 and if he fhould reiolve- to for- 
feit alLthefe, and perjure himfelfy leav- 
ing tlie army, and going over to the Na- 
' bob, the Prefident laftly ' thinks, that 
itismot in his power to do us any. pre- 
judice -j and therefore that by this method 
of treating him good may come, but 
no harm. 

Messieurs Watts, Marriott, Haf- 

tings. 
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mgs, Cartier and Billers, are of the fame 

ojimion ^ ' ' 

Major Carnac s Optmon 
Major Carnac is very indifferent 
whether Petrus go with the army, or 
Temam m Calcutta j but thinks m either 
'cafe, as he i^ of fo near a relation, as 
thit 6f'i brothfcr to the perfon, who has 
tht' chief direilion'of'the Nabobs af- 
fairs*, *and therefore julUy to be fulpeift- 
t:d of beingia! 'w'411-wilher to him,his per- 
fon ought to 'be'fecured, fo prevent his 
Igivmg any intelbgencc of our prepara- 
jtions , ind,' moreover, the major believes 
his detention may be ameans of engaging 
Cpja Gregory to Ufc his influence with 
hi^jnafter, for the prefervation of our 
gentlemen noM> m his power, for fear 
iVc fliould retaliate upon hii brother He 
docs not thmk any feciinty can be givfcn 
by Petrus, fufficicnt to jtilhly us m giv- 
ing him his liberty As to his family, 
tho left with lis, he is convmced we will 
not hurt them j and with regard to what- 
ever effeifts he may have at Calcutta, the 
Nabob can more than compcnfatc him 
{or the lofs of them Major 
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Major AdamsV Ophiion. 

Major Adams thinks Petrus fliould 
go with the army, but that he fhould 
be put under proper reJfliaint. 

Refolution of the Board. 

It is therefore refolved, that ,Coja 
Pe|rus jfhalL.be feat<.wit)b the.army, and 
that he fliall be under ^no-reftraint; but 
that majoT' Adams be diredled to keep 
filch, an eye over his adlions, ,and make 
fuch ufe of him, as he ihall judge necef- 
/ary for the good of the fervicefj,j, , 

\ t M > 

The arguments produced in the co,urfe 
of. this debate, will fhew how far the 
public fervice was concerned ia Nund- 
^coomaPs advancement, and Petrus’s dif- 
, grace. To me the propofal evidently 
.appeared, as it , probably ^ will to the 
. world, only as the firft difplay of the tri- 
,aimph of an , unrelenting fadion. I have 
already taken notice, ip ’ the courfe of 
I this narrative, ,of . the prejudices which 
were raifed againft Coja Petrus, and his 
brother Goorgheen Cawn, from the fa- 
, Yors fhewn by the Nabob to the latter, 

VoL. HI. A a who 
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ho' was ID Ills fcrvice, and derived from 

. , 'j ' 

him to Coja Petrus 
Many attempts Tiad been made to 
^ renSer Petrus obnoxious to our govern- 
ment j ind bd had prhbably'fuffcred the 
*'grcatcfl; ditgraces, if not'wdrfc' cohfe- 

'q lienees,' had I noVproieflcdliiitt', kdow- 

jrii I 'fiLj sjnj-Di q 

mg the alperlions mrown upon him to 

be utterly mbunolcfs, and thfe pihdhafe 

invidtivcs'againft'lAimeh'iminfolertceand 
ii.i ^ iii'i iitUL l)itl-in [ 

authonty, meer ^fices to Keep alive 
the flanie'’of parlyy Th'b''f'w^^erluad- 
ed, ih my own imnd, ‘that it was the 
lame fpirit which didlak'd io''thi''Nabob 
'Meet Jafiier the'propbfal,‘'^et‘ak it wis 
urged Hvith^'e pritdfice ot prdinbtirtg 
tlie' public ferylbfc.'l'bonfentfcrf to it, With 
‘the d\ccptiMi'to liii"beiiig 'kept a'pnib- 
'ner,’ and the Vnajonty’of thb "Ihb'mb'ers 
'’carriti into’ the fami’'opiiiioli' t"” 

iki to Nuntic^mar, hi' hid’ hitHfcfto 
fnade'blmlelf remarkable fbrnotlTrng but 
aTc'ditious and tfiacheroli^^'tii^lftion,'’^ 
which had led’him tO perpetrate "the 
inoft atrodioui idts againft our giVemf 
ment, having been detciilcd 'and conVrei 

ted 
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ted b)^ ^:he voice of the whole Board, in 
encouraging and affill;inj^,our,enemies,iit [ 
their defjgns,againft Bei?gal ; taking the' 
opportunity , of the indulgence granted 
him, of living in Calcptta, under ^the- 
Company’s ptotedtion, 40 make. ,himfelf | 
the channel fpr carrying pn a correlpon-^ 
dence between the 'Governor, of Pondi- 

I ' ' c ’ ' 1 ! ‘s\s, f ( ' ' i' ! 

cherry, and the 5hahzada then af war 
Vvuth usJDuiing the fubahfliip of, TafHer 
^liee Cawn, he had diftihguidied him- , 
felf by -fomenting quarrels between^hirn"^ 
^_and theJl^Eef dency. _ After the promo- 
, tion of Coffim Alice Cawn, he became 
as active, ^but with, greater fuccefs, in in- 
venting plots, and radingjealoidiesagafnft 
him. This gave him an afcendency over 
,fome of the m^embers of the Board, and 

1 ’ j ‘ 1 1 j , I 

n^ade^him a^paity objedj by which,, and 
an unparallelled perfeyerance, he was 
_ enabled to fet the whole community ii^ 
„-.a flame. Such was the man ,whom the 
Nabob .chofe for the adminifration o^ 
r^his affairs, , and whofe exaltation, to this^-* 
rank, he made a condition of his .accep- 
tance of the fubahfliip. 

A a 2 


The 
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) iThe articles of the treaty having been 
fetit to the Nabobj were returned, with 
the following alterations, which were a- 
tgfeed to by the Boird, for the reafons an- 
nexed 

'The Nabob’r ObjeStom'to tbe'^Artteks 
"blNbarticle 2d, he objects to the 
words, thatjhd' three provinces (hall 
" be, in VeiteiTiinhe Cornpany for fever,” 
AUedgmg, that >in dad it is not material 
to' the Company, as any future 1 Nabob, 
who was inclmed and able tb difpnte the 
Company s pofleffions, might infift it tvas 
a ceflSon which he had no right to make, 
and that the fame might be objededi to 
his prejudice by the'King, if he comes 
to be eftablilhed atDclly j and therefore 
defires the arucle may run as formerly, 
fotdefraying the expcnccs of the Englilh 
army M . „t H I 

In article^'lil.th, I he defireg ! he 1 may 
have half the produce ofi the, Poomeea 
falt-petre, for the ufeof his owp Sircar 
In artitl^^th, he incrcafes the num- 
ber of his forces to j2,ooo horfe, and 
12,000 foot, on account of the addition 

of 
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■of territory, by the redudtion of Boud- 
gepoor and Betteea countries ; and adds, 
that in cafe of troubles, he may take 
more into his feivice, with the confent 
of the Governor and Council. 


In article 7th, heiefufes to ftipulate,. 
that a body of Englifli troops fliould al- 
ways^ attend him, alledging, that it im- 
plied a fufpicion of diis ; friendfliip, and 
good intentions towaids us, would .be 
extremely prejudicial to his, as well as. 
our bufinefs j and therefore infixed, that 


it diould ftand, that fuch a number of 
.troops as he, at any'time fliould defire, 

' iliould be fent to attend him.” > 


■ The fame, with his reafons affigned, 
were maturely confideredand debated on. 

‘ ' ' Rcfolution of the Board. 

" TriE Board are unanimo’uily of opi- 
nion, that they fliould be agreed to, be- 
caufe they think the' thiee firft altera- 
tions which the Nabob has made, for tke 
' reafons given, are very juft ; and that the 
'Other' being an alteration which he pofi- 
^tively - refufed to reveife, it is thought 
better not to inlift upon it, for fear of 
-giving him diftruft ; efpecially, as the 
A a 3 prefent 
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1 ) 1 J Jll Jl J j- J1II lu 1 

Jitcferjt fixation. , of afFaitSj (which ren* 
d 9 rs fhcJ^IabobjS prefcncc at the city, as 
Toon as poffible, abfolufely neceflary) 
M ill not admit of time being walled in 
difcufling them further 

On the nth, the treaty was concln* 

, rp'T'' ’-•'7 ^ J \ w- - 

dcQ, and interchanged witli the Nabob 
Jafecr^l^cc' ta\vn, w'ho^ at tlie 'lame 
'lime'^^rcfcnted ajapet of deman'ds, to b'e 
fngagy"tii‘o'n fhe Sifft of’th'e t'dtApknlr, 
ana it^ was^'fuiifcrlbe'd* (()''ycc(frdiii^ly 
'I'lie f^iloiving'ai'e tbpies of both * ' 

I 1 1 n i ' ; I i ; 


Arttclts of k 'ft'iity drtd AgftimtnU 
eluded hhlviSifi the Govei-iio)- and'Goiin- 
cil of pbtfWilham, on'Jbe Part tf 
tie Ebglilh Eaft India Com^ny,Kmd 
r^f Nabob Shujaa-ool-modllc HilTamfb 
DowU Mfcc'r Mahomfcd Jaffier Cawn 
Bchadcr Mohabut Jung it q-ii” 

' On iie'i’dh f'tie^ComJidily 
TA/"® dfagagiiVo VtinHatcHlje Naho'b 

VV hfecr Mahonrtlld J^teer Cawh 
Bchader, m'thtSuhih3iri-ee of thipto'- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar and’ Orifla, 11^ 
tiie iepotd of 'Ktecr Mahotned’ Colfim 

Cawnt 
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Cawn ; and the efFedls^ treafure, jewels, 
&c. belonging to Meer Mahomed’ Cof- 
fim Cawn, which fhall fall into our 

y 4 ' - 

hands, lhall be delivered' up to the Na-* 


) 


bo,b afore-named, 

, i t 

Oji the Fart of the Nabob. 

* Hr- t */ ^ ^ y 

First, The treaty ^y^ich T formerly 
concluded with the Company, hpoii 'my 
acceflion to the Nizamiit, engaging to 
regard the honor and reputation 01 the 

1 'r -|V < . 'll 

Cp_rnpany, their Goyernpr and Council as 
myown,granting perwannahs for the cur- 
rency of the Company’s trade, the fame 
treaty I noyv confirm apd ratify. 

SEpoNDLY, I do grant and iqonfjrm 
'-^0 the Company, for ^ defraying . thp^_ex- 
pences^rf their ,tf pops, thp chucklas of 


(Burdwah, Midnapoor and Chittagong, 
which f were before .ceded' fqr the , fame 
purpofe. '-;o ' ’ , ' 

Thirdly, I do ratify and confirm .to 
the EngliA^ the privilege granted them 
by , their Jfirmaun, and" feveral hufbul- 
hookunas, of carrying on their trade by 
means of tbeir own duflucks, free from 
all duties, taxes and impofitipns, in all 

A a 4 parts 
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parts of the country, Cicepttng the ar- 
ticle of fait, on which a duty of two and 
a half fir cent is to l)c levied on the 
Rowana or Hoogly market price 

Foorthev, I give to the Company 
half t he faUepetre, which is produced 
in the country of Poomeca, which their 
gohoaftahs fhall fend to Calcutta, the 
other half' fhall be collefted by my fon- 
gedar, for the ufe of my offices , and I 
will fuffer no other perfon toanake pur- 
chafes of this article m that country 
FifTHLV, In the chucla of Silhet for 
the fpace of five years, commencing with 
the Bengal year 1 170, my fougedar, and 
the Company s gomaftah, fhaii jointly 
prepare Chunam, of which each fhall 
defray half the expences i and half the 
Chunam fo made, fhall be given to the 
Company, ahd the other half fhall be ibr 
my ufe - I > ' ' ' ' 

Sixthly, I will maintain twelve 
thoufand horfe, and twelve thoufand foot 
iiiTKeT three'^ovmces j and If there 
fhould be cccafion for more, the num- 
ber fhall be increafcd proportionably to 

the 
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the emergency. Befides thefe, the foice 
of the Englifli Company fhall always at- 
tend me when they are wanted. 

Seventhly, Wherever I lhall fix my 
court, either at Moorfliedabad or elfe- 
where, I will advife the Governor and 
Council ; and whatever number of Eng- 
lifii forces I may have occafion for, in the 
management of my affairs, I will de- 
mand them, and they Ihall be allowed 
me and an Englifii gentleman fhall re- 
fide with me, to tfanTa'(^t 'air’affairs' be- 
tween me and the Company ; and a per- 
fon fhall alfo refide on my part at Cal- 
cutta, to negotiate with the Governor 
and Council, ' 1 

‘Eighthly, The late perwannaJh iffued 
by Goflim Allee Cawn, granting to all 
merchants the exemption of all duties, for 
}^the fpace^of two years, fliall be reverfed 
I and called in, and the duties collected as 
'before. v, ' 

Nin T H L Y, I will caufe the rupees, 
coined in Calcutta, to pafs in every ref- 
ped; equal to the ficcasof Moorfhedabad, 
without any dedudion of batta ; and 

whofoever 
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•whofowcr ifliall , demand batta iftiail bo 
puni&ed , I 

iTenthiv, I vill give ithirty lacks of 
rupees to defray all tl\c cfpences and lofs 
accrmngito,tbc Company, from the war 
and ftoppage off their invelhnent , and I 
wiHireimburfc'to all private iperfons the 
amount of fuchilotres,ipi;pv,?d before the 
Goverpouaud Council,, at they may fufr 
tain in their tradC) m thcjcqpntry j |if I 
fhould not be able to, difchMgc this in 
ready money, IjWiU give affignments of 
land for the' amount 
Eleventhet, I'WiU confirm and re- 
new the treaty which I formerly made 
With thcJDutch 

TwELFTHLV,IftheFrcDchcomcmto 
the country, I will not allow them tP 
crc£t any fortificatorls, maintain forces, 
orhold lands,' zirmnHarreis, 6cc bat 'they 
{hall pay tnhule, and carry on their 
trade as m former times ^ ' 

Thirteentrlv, Somerregulations 
{hall he hereafter fettled betycen ui, for 
deciding all< difpntet whiclr may an^i 
between thc_Englilh agentstand gomaf- 

tahs 
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tails in the different parts of the countr}% 
and my officers. 

In teflimony whereof, we the faid 
Governorand Council havefet our hands, 
and affixed the feal of the Company to 
one part hereof 3 and the Nabob afore- 
named, hath fet his hand and feal to a-* 

\ i - 

nother part hereof 3 which were mutu- 
ally done, and interchanged at Fort Wil* 
Iiam, the loth day of July,' 1764. 
(Signed) Henry Vanfittart, 

John Carnac, 

William Billers, 

John Caitier, 

Warren Haftings, 
Randolph Marriott, 
Hugh Watts." 

- I ' 

l)ci?ia}?ds made on the Part of, the Nabob 
'Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, to the 
Governor and Council^ at the Time, of 
Signing the "Treaty^. , ;« 

I formerly acquainted the 
Company with the particulars of 
ihy -own affairs, and received from therh 
repeateddetters of encouragement with 

prefents. 
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'jirefihts I'biw make this requeft, that 
ybu'will'wntc m a proper manner to the 
Company/ and alfo to the King of Eng- 
lahd, the particulars of our fncndlhipand 
dhidn j'-and’procure'for me wntmgs of 
erfeouragetnint, that my mmd may be af- 
furtd tfrotri that quarter, that no breach 
'may^dverdhappen bettVeen me and'the 
’Eriglilh 5 ’ and that every Governor 'and 
Counfellor, and Chief, who are' here, 
•or may 'hereafter come, may'be well dif- 
pofed and attached to me ' 1 " f > 

'j Secondly, Since all the Englilh gen- 
tlemen, aflured of my fnendly'difpofi- 
tion to the Company, confirm me m the 
Nizamut, I requeft, that to whatever I 
may at any time write, they aviU give 
I their credit and aftent.'not regard the 
iflones of deCgning nieh'to my prejudice, 
that' all myiaffairs may go'on 'withifuc- 
cefsl' andnoiioCcafiOfa may anfe for jta- 
loufy or lU-will between! USJJ d ic|i. : ) 

1 Thirdly, Let noprote&on be given, 
by any of the Engli/h gentlemen, to any 
jtof my dependtnts, who may fly for flicl- 
*ter to Calcutta, or othir of your diftnas 

but 
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but let them be delivered up to me on 
demand. I fliall ftridily enjoin, all my 
fougedars and aumils on all accounts, to 
afford affiftance and countenance to fuch 

V 

of the gomaftahs of the Company, as at- 
tend to the lawful trade of p their, facto- 
ries ; and if any of the faidfgomaftahs 
f fliall aCt otherwife, let tliem bo checked 
in fuch a manner, as may he an example 
toothers. ' >>. ..i'/', > 

- Fourthly, From the neighborhood 
of Calcutta to Hoogly, and many of. the 

-perganahs .bordering upon each otlier, 
it happens, that on complaints being 
made, people go againfl the taalookdars, 
''reiats, and tenants of my towns,'j,to the 
^prejudice of. the bufinefs. of the Sircar; 
" wherefore, letftriCh orders he given,^ that 
no peons befent.from .Calcutta on the 

- complaint of any one, .upon my taalook- 
dars 6r tenants,; but on fuch occafions, 
let application be made to me, 6r theNaib 
of ithe fougedarree of Hoogly, that the 
country may be, fubjeCt to no lofs or de- 
vaftation. And df -any of the merchants 
and traders which belonged, to the bux- 

' bunder 
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bundiriand azimgunge, and have fettled 
in Calcntta, fhouldi be defirons of jc- 
tnrmng to Hoogly, >and cartyingon their 
buCncfs there as formerly, let no one 
-molelt them Xhandernagofe, and the 
^French faftory, 'was prefended to me by 
cploneltGhveJ atid'giveniby mem charge 
to Ameer Beg Gawn For ithis reafon, 
let fixift orders be given, that noEnghfh 
gentlemen exenafe any-authonty therein. 
Chut thatat remam as formerly,! under the 
junfdtftion of my people Ifi nnfi/ i 
1 FiJTHLYtnWhenevdr Icmay demand 
,any forces XromThc Governorand Coun- 
cd for rttyaffiftance, let thtmjaeamine- 
•diately fent toime, andjpo demand made 
on mefor their expcnces u j 

"Fhe demands of the NabobiShujaa- 
ool JNdoolkiltiramiuoaDowla Meet 
-Mahorhed Jallicr Gawn iJSehadcr 
lAlohifaut Jung, ■wnttcti.inifivfaarh- 
clesT., nWcitlie PrefidentaUid C6un- 
al of thcJEnghfli Company do a- 
gree, and fet ourJmids to, in Fort 
William, 'thciiothioF Jnly,ii763 * 
* Signed, j 

^ Havivg 

*• Majors Adams and Carnac abfent 
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HAvflvpG "related all the 'material tranf*- 
adibns with Meer Coffim, frdm his ad- 
vancement to the fubahfliip, till:theipe- 
riod in which he was- no longer regard- 
ed by us as the governor of ^hefe 'pro- 
vinces, I~{liall refer the 'reader 'to the 
accounts already publiflied of the opera- 
tions of 'the war, which are foreign tO 
the pUipofe 'of this work. 'iJt will fuf- 
hce'here to fay, that by tb? fuperior cou- 
-tage'^nd ,difcipline of ^ our,, troops, and 
-the admirable conduct and activity 'Of 
major Adams their comtnander, the'war 
was brought to a conclulion, by the ex- 
^pulflon''of MeevCoffiftiobeyond the Ca- 
^r,amnaffa, >in abdur five’mbnths from its 
comiTiencemeiit, with little^ lofs, betides 
thatyof the -_Unhappy .pYlfoners who fell 
) into MeerrGoffim’s hands 'at thp-begin- 
' mug of theitroubles,. and W-ere put to 
death , 'at Eatna by^his ''orders, on the 
5 th^£ 06 tober. With fome particulars 
-fofthat dreadful cataftfophe," I fball con- 
I iclhde this narrative, . ' . 

'THEhrffc intimation of ifuch a defign, 
we received m a letter from Meer Coffim 
' to major Adams, a few days after the at- 
tack 


( 
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tack of the entrenchments at Ood\va 
Nullah , the followmg is an exaft tranf- 
lation of It 

TranJIatum of a Letter from Coffim Allee 
Cawn to Major Adams Dated Sep- 
tember 9, 1763 

1“ ^TI^HAT for thefe 1 three months 
njilAn you have been laymg walle the 
King 8 country with your forces, what 
lauthonty' have yon ? If you are m pof- 
feffion,-of any royal Sunnud for my dif- 
miffion, you ought to fend me either the 
1 original, or a 1 copy of it, that ha?mg 
.feen it, and flicwn it to my army, I may 
quit this country, and repair to the pre- 
fence of his Majefty Altho I have, in 
no refpefl mtended any breach of pub- 
hc iaith, yet Mr Ellis, regardingi not 
treaties or engagements, in,iViolation|Of 
public faith, proceeded againftimciwith 
treachery and riight-affaults ilnAlli my 
people then ibeheved that no peatx or 
terms now remained with the Enghfhj 
and that, wherever they could be found. 
It was their duty to ikill them i With 
' d I U 1 'this 
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this opinion it was, that the aumils of 
Moorlhedabad killed Mr. Amyatt, but 
it' was by no means agreeable to me, that 
that gentleman fliould be killed. On 
this account I write ; if you are refolved 
on your own authority to proceed in this 
bufmefs, know for a certainty, that I 
will cut off the heads of Mr. Ellis and 
the reft of your chiefs, and fend them 
to you.’ 

Exult not upon tlie fuccefs which 
you have gained merely by treachery 
and night-aflaults, in two or three places, 
over a few jemmatdars fent by me. By 
the will of God, you ftiall fee in what 
manner tliis fliall be revenged and re- 
taliated.” 

I 

The threats contained in this letter, 
did not give me any great apprehenfion 
at the time, as it was a natural and ob- 
vious policy in the Nabob, to make ufe 
of the advantage which he had in his 
hands, to intimidate us to a compliance 
with his terms i and to execute thofe 
threats, would be to deprive himfelf of 

VoL. HI. B b that 
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that advantage, without any equivalent 
gained for it \ As Mcer Coffimhad ne- 
ver Ihcwn any marks of a cruel dilpoC- 
tion,/thcre could be no fufficient reafon 
to fufpeft him of a defign, to make a 
Wjanton facrifice of fo many lives to his 
revenge, much lefs to involve thofe in 
the fame fate, who could in no refpeift 
be^rcgarded by him as objefts of his rc- 
fentment ] i i, 1 > „ , 

It was, however, m his power to ex- 
ecute thd word; of what, he, threatened, 
and the mofl proper argument to di- 
vert him from fuch a refolutiorr, ljudged, 
was to fet tefore his eyes the horror, as 
well as inutih^ of the adt, and the guilt 
and infamy which would attend it , This 
I did m the following Ictter,jyvhich,I 
wrote to him upop this occalion, with 
the advice , and confent of the jCouncil , 
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Copy of a Letter from the Governdr to 
Coffim Alice Cawn. Dated Septem- 
ber 17, 1763. 

T Have received fiom major Adams 
the copy of your letter to him, 
dated the laft of Sedci. Mr. Amyatt and 
Ml. H^iy were fent to you as ambaffadors, 
a title facred among all nations j yet, in 
violation of that title, you caufcd Mr. 
Amyatt to be attacked and killed on his 
return, after having given him your paff- 
ports , 'and Mr. Hay you unjiiftly kept as a 
prifoner with you; You furrounded and 
attacked our factory at Coffimbuzar, and 
carried away our gentlemen from thence 
prifoners, in a moft difgraceful manner 
to Mongheer, altho’ they had no con- 
cern in the war, noi refifted your people. 
'In like manner, in all other paits you at- 
tacked theEnglith agents who were carry- 
ing on their trade quietly^ fomeyou killed, 
and fome were carried away prifoners, 
and their effedls were every where plun- 
dered. After thefe proceedings, do you 
,aflc for what reafon major Adams was 
fent with an army ? You knovv^ the laws 

B b 2 of 
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of God and man , las you had declared 
you would turn the Englifh out of the 
country, and had proceeded as far as you 
coulditowarda it, it became neceffary for 
Us ltd take meafures for our own defence, 
and fdr the care of our own reputation 
Thanks be tb God, that fuccefs has at- 
tended our, army thus far, and they will 
continue theirimarch in the fame manner 
as far as the Caramnafla, that the coun- 
try may be freed from difturbances, and 
the inhabitants relieved from the horrors 
of war , and altho we are Ihocked, as 
muft all people, of all religions and all 
nations, at the revenge which you threat- 
en to take upon the lives of ou; chiefs, 
who have been unfortunately and)unjuft- 
ly taken pnfonets by you , yet, the ho- 
nor of bur nation, and ihchnterefts bf 
the Company, 'Will not he facnficed to 
this conlideration, not the operauons 
of our army flopped To putpnfoners 
of war to death, is an aft which uiH ap- 
pear Ihocking and unlawful, not only to 
Chnilians and 'Rluffulmen, but to the 
niojl barbarous Pagans , fuch fentiments 

arc 



Tranfadfiom tn Bengal. 373 

are no where to be met with, but among 
the beads of the foicd. After the battle 
of'Oodwa Nulla, above athoufand of your 
officers and men were prifoncrs in the 
hands of Major Adams, who releafed 
them without hurt or injuiy. Refledt 
on this, and on your own charadler/both 
in this world and the next i and remem- 
ber alfo, that if you had followed my 
advice, this war' would not have hap- 

t 

\ 

In the mean time, major Adams judg- 
ing the mod effedtual method would be 
to adt upon the Nabob’s fears, had al- 
ready returned an anfwer to his letter, in 
the following teims. 

' - I 

Cop^ of a Letter from .Major Adams to 
,, Coffim Alice Cawn. , 

“ T Received your letter, and under- 
dand the contents. The Enghdi 
having always had in view the articles of 
the treaty, endeavored by pacific mea- 
fures to reconcile all differences with you, 
till the perfidious maffacre of Mr. Amy- 

B b 3 att 
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att compelled them, ' contrary tdrtheir 
mclmations, ii tondcclare ^var ~ againlt 
) ou You fay, it was not your intention 
tonnurder Mr wAmyatt, why then did 
youinot! punifh tho nggreffors withithe 
utmoftifeventy f There are three months 
elapfed 'and 1 nothing done i We have 
non', b by the •afliftanccuof Providence, 
brought your afiairs to a very loul ebb 
ItiUitmc, ]) ouihave Mr ‘ Ellis, and-many 
othef gentlemen in your power, a£ ahair 
of'theifiheads is hurt» yon can have no 
title to mercy from the Enghtht andiyou 
may depend i upon the utmofti fury of 
their refentment, and that they will pur-> 
fufc you toi the utmoft ektremity of thcl 
earth J andtfhould we unfortunately notl 
lay hold of you, the vengeance of the 
Alidiglity canlfdi'fatl overtaking ^ou,' if 
■you perpetrate fo-ho^nd'an adt, as the 
mdrdcrof the gdiltleriien in' y'olir ^li|tod) ’ 

1,1 I 1 II IK '> J 

BtJT-both threats' hnd 'expbllnla'tionB 
proved ineifedhial'j and* our* 'iinTiappy 
countrymen, to the number of about fif-' 
ty Company s fervants, civil and mdita- 

ry. 
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ry, and other gentlemen, and a hundred 
private men, were faciificcd to a bound- 
Icfs revenge, 

Mr* Fullarton, thcrurgeon of the 
Patna fadlory, the only perfon who cfca- 
ped the wretched fate of the reftj -faw 
Meet Coffim immediately after the oxe- 
' cutioii of this horrid tragedy ; and it is' 
from him onl)^, we can have a certain 
account of the ftate of mind he was in 
at the time, a ftate little different from 
madnefs, fince he could have a thought 
of treating with us, after having wan- 
tonly filed the blood of fo' many of oii^ 
countrymen j this will be fecn in the fol- 
lowing extradl of a letter which Mi . Ful- 
larton wrote to the Board on the fubjedt. 

BxtraB from Tlf^'-FullartonV Let ter, to 
<' , the Board, 

j ' > ' 

Ellis, with', die reft of' the 
gentlemen, were inhumanly 
butchered^by Shimroo'^, who came that 
evening to the place with two companies 
(he had the day before fent for all the 

j , ; < B b 4 , knives 

* Sombre or Sumroo, a Frenchman in Meer 
Coflim’s fervice. 
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knives and forks from the gentlemen) he 
furrounded the ihoufe with his people, 
and'went into a httlc outer fquare, and 
fent for MelT Elhs, Hay and Luflung- 
ton, and with them came fix other gen- 
tlemen, who were all tembly mangled, 
and cut to pieces, and theirbodics thrown 
into a Welkin theiquare, and at filled 
up j jthen the feepoys 'were-fentiinto the 
large fqiiare, -andifircd on the gentlcmtn 
there, andlnlflimgupori them, cut them 
iptcr pieces, imf the moft -inhuman man- 
ner, and they were throw n into another 
large well, which was likcwife filled up 
r The 7th,,‘thc Nabob fent for me, 
and told me to.getmyfclf m readmefs toi 
go to Calcutta, for that -though he had 
been unlucky/in ;thecwar (which he af-l 
ferted withigrcati\varmth, had nbt>hecfi 
of his fceking, uior had he been the agat 
greflbr, reprdachmg thciiEnghlhi with/ 
want of/fidclity, and breach off treaty)! 
)et hc'faids he hJdJhll hopes of an acl' 
commodation , he alked me -yrhat I thought 
of It I told him, 'I made no doubt ofi 
It When Ionic of his people, who were 

prefent, 
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prcfent, mentioned the afl.iir of Mr. 
Amyatt’s death ; he declared, that he had 
never given anyordcis for killing Mr. 
Amyattj but after receiving advice of 
Mr. Elhs's having attacked Patna, he 
had ordered all his fervMnts to take and 
imprifon all theEngliOi in the provinces, 
wherever they could find them ; hclikc- 
wife added, that if a ticaty vv\as not fet 
a foot, he would bring the King, the 
Morattas, and Abdallas againfi: us, and 
fo ruin our trade, &c. He had finiflicd 
his letters, and ordered boats, and a 
guard to condudt me j when, upon the 
advice of feme of his people, he Hopped 
me, and faid, there was no occafion for 
me to go. After his fending for me at 
firfi:, he ordered the feepoys, in whofc 
charge I was, to go to'thcir quarters, two 
moguls, and tv/elve hircarras to attend' 
me, but to let me go about the city whcie 
r pleafed. I theii applied for liberty to 
Hay at the Dutch fadtory, which was 
granted. I . applied to Mehdee Allec 
Cawn, for his intereH in behalf of the 
gentlemen in the ChelHon, who were 
' ’ feven 
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fevcn m number,' and were not killed till 
the iithof OQobcrj but when he was pe- 
titioned about them, ho gave no anfwcr , 
but ftiU font orders to Shimroo, to cut 
them off I likewife apphcd to Alice 
Ibrahim Gawn.whointertcdfcdforthcm, 
but he gave Him 'no ailfwer either, tho 
I waj prefent when Ibrahim Cawn peti- 
tioned for them 

The 14th of'OiftobctjIdn the 'approach 
of our army, ColTito ''Alice ' decamped 
with his troops m great confufibii, and 
marched as faras FuKvarree, five cofs to 
the weftward'bf the city The hifcarras 
that were' with me hilvmg no orders a- 
bontme, Igave them Ibme money, which 
made thfem pretty eafy, ' ' 

The 25th,aftergiVmgmdhcytoajem- 
matdar, that had the guard to the weff- 
wand/of (thc'Dutch factory, by the nver- 
fide,-I fet outAn a fmall pulwki*, and got 
fafe to the boats, lindfer cdmmahd bf cap- 
tain Wedderbum, thatVere 'lymg op- 
polite to the city, on the 'othter fide of 
the nver, and at n o Clock that night 
‘ afnved 
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arrived at the army, under the command 
of major Adams, lying at Jonfy.’' 


appendix. 

General Obfervations upon the prece- 
ding Events, with fomc later Occur- 
rences. 

Rmaf'/is upon Meer Cofiimh Admhiif- 
trafion j his Behavior in the Courfc of 
the Difputes ^LV 7 th the Council ^ and after 
the War broke oiit^ — - — Obfervations on 
the Death of Mr. Amyatt. — The Ne-^ 
cejjity and Propriety of the A fault of 
Patna oiamined^ — i^e'u/^'ij^Meer Cof- 
hmV Charadler and ConduSl at different 
Periods. — Proofs of ■ the Intrigues cai - 
7 'ied on againft Meer Coflim, at the 
Courts of the King; and Shuja Dowla, 
by 4 ^r. ElliSi and Major Cainac.-^ — - 
Explanation ,of Mr. VanfittartV Con- 
dudl to it he Nabobs and to the Party 
V)hich oppofed him.'^ — Refediions upon the 
Nature of the inland Trade 5 the Com- 
plaints on that ^ubjedi, lately made by 

Meer 
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^‘'Mce¥'^Jaffief, and tbi ReJlhBtoiu a~ 
'gi-eed on m Cmftquence — Afr VaaQt- 
'\^r^i^SiaJhns for prolonging bu Stay tn 
“Bengal ‘t—Conclufon 

ill T - ‘ 1 - 

'reproach which Mcer Coffim 
has broughf>upon himfclf, by-thc 
bruclfy'^ernfed on the Unhappy pnfo- 
ners 'ab 'Titna, puts it in a t manner 
buP of briy ^p6\vir to do juftice to 'the 
former pkrtbif His condu'a,' 'lince how 
ftnaiy foeverhe nuybave adhered to his 
engagenients with theEhgliflr, this will 
dlwajs recur >48 aniargurUent'to vindicate 
every mjury'done him before this period, 
ahd the repeated violations 6f the treaty, 
on our pkrt, whUft we Were oh terins of 
^fncndOiip with himJ-^HoWever, as my 
defign IS not to become aft’ adVocatcifor 
MeerEdnim^'bot to’jUftify thy owTi^on- 
duS:,"in opjxfifition W'that’bf'thtf’ other 
ineinbeti ‘of die CoUnCil to^^di’ hiift, 
in whieli '-nti ihcidiiiftJfintc ’pall 'coUld 
poffibly hdv^e Tefved ai 4 motive s’Ethdll 
proceed tft a^fhftrt'exiinmahoniof'his 
behavior, and that of the party which 

oppofed 
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oppofcd him, from his hi /I advancement 
to the fubahhiip, to the hi caking out of 
the war , after which, I HliII add fomc 
remavks upon my own, in the difiicult 
part which I had to ad between both. 

Since the Nabob Mccr Jaflicr could 
not bear an afliftant in his government, 
upon the footing propofed to him, but 
rather chofc to quit it, I thought it foi- 
tunate that the next right fell upon a man 
fo well qualified as Mccr Cof^im was, for 
reftoring ceconomy and good order to 
‘the diftraded affairs of the country. In 
this light he was reprefented to me by 
dl the gentlemen of the Scled Commit- 
tee, upon my ariival in Bengal 5 and his 
condudfrom the beginning, till the war 
vbroke out between us, fully anfwercd 
.this charader. 

' He difcharged the Company’s debt, 
and- the heavy arrears of his army ; re- 
trenched the expences of his court, whicit 
, had before confumed the income of his 
"predeceffors 5, and fecured his own au- 
thority oven /the country, by reducing 
1 ' ' ^ the' 



382 -d Narrative o/" /if 

the power of the zemindars, who were 
before continual dillurbers of the peace 
of the province All this I faw with 
plcafure, well knowing, that the lefs netd 
he had 'of our -afliftance, ‘ the lefs would 
he the Company s cxpertces j hnd the 
better able (they would be to dttend to 
the care of their owh pofleffions, at the 
lame omfe thit we liiight depebd 'upon 
him, as a fureand iifeful -oily A|ainft'any 
edmmon enemy I waB'conviiiied, that 
whilllr we did not encroach upob 'the 
Nabob 6 nghts,’ or diftirb his ^em- 
ment, he would lievetiWilli to quand 
with us } land, m cffe&j fd'ciutiotisl^as 
he 6f giving occafion for difpute, thit 
no one inftance can be {iroduCed of his 
fending a man into anylof the lands ce- 
ded to us, orilnolefting us iff a fingle if ti- 
de of our fcombierCe, tillithb contenhbn 
■Which he was drawrt into by thtururjia- 
tions of Oiir gotnaftahs,‘'4tid'lour iltw 
claims with refped to Our ’pnVatc trade i 
and even to the breaking oiitof the war^ 
during the height of ottf difputes, the 
Company s bufinefs, in every part, went 

on 
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on without the leaft interruption, ex- 
cepting one or two aggravated complaints 
of Mr. Ellis’s concerning the hilt-pctrc 
bufmefs. , 

How different was the conduft of 
tlie gentlemen, who had formed them- 
felves into a party againft him ! From 
the time of his advancement! to. the fu- 
hahfliip, fcarcc a day paffed, but occa- 
jfion was taken from the moff trifling pre- 
tences, to trample upon his government, 
to feize his oflicers, and to infult them 
with perfonal threats and invedtives. I 
need not point out inftances of this, they 
will be feen in every page of this Narra- 
tive j and any one of them would have 
been, 'in the Nabob, pronounced a fufli- 
cient realbn' by thole very gentlemen for 
' declaring war -againff. him.' It is not to be 
wondered aty if, irritated and tired out 
with thefe continual attacks, he fliould 
glow fufpiciousof our friendfliip, which 
only manifefted itfelf in profeffions epn- 
tradifted daily by our actions j or that 
refentment fliould, upon fome occa- 
flons, have- urged him to retaliate the 
-f - injuries 
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injuries which he rcctivcd Yet fora 
long time he fubmitted to all his gne- 
vances, contenting himfelf with remon- 
llrating againft them, in the hopes, that 
it would be m my power, fome time or 
other, to reftorehim to his authority 
* The firft inftanceof his nfing force to 
rtpel the violences that w ere offered him, 
Was m 'the ' attack -of the remamder of 
Ihe party 'at Mow, which had juft be- 
fore feized and earned off one of his 
prmcipal officers Such an indignity 
offered before his eyes, and in the pre- 
fence of his whole army, was fufficicnt 
to provoke him to fome defperate aft , 
and an abfolute forbearance muft have 
rendered him contemptible to the laft 
degree, m the eyes of his own peo- 
ple Y et after Tie ‘hid caufed the fee- 
poys and the gomaftahs to be brought 
before him, he even then gave a frcfli 
inftance of his defirc to preferve'a fhend- 
ftiip with uf, by'difonffing them with*- 
oUt any further notice, than to reproach 
the gomaflah for' having drawn this un- 
provoked infult' upon him, altho his 

own 
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own officer was at this time clofe prifoncr 
at Patna. 

The great pains taken by Mecr Cof- 
fim, in his letter to majoi Adams, and 
in the converfation which he had after- 
wards with Mr. Fullarton^ to clear him- 
felf from the charge of Mi. Amyatt’s 
death, muft have ftruck the reader with 
the appearance' of great inconfiflency ; 
in the fiifl, he threatens to put to death 
all the Engliffi that were in his hands 
and at the time that he faw Mu 
Fullarton, this threat had adlually been 
carried into execution but two days be- 
fore j yet with the confeioufnefs of hav - 
ing recently facrificed fo many lives, to 
a deliberate andundiftinguiffiing revenge, 
he could appear unaffedled with all that 
hadpaffed, excepting the death of a Tin- 
gle perfon, which he labored to prove 
the effedt of the violence of his officers, 
who had exceeded his orders. Thismn- 
happy affair, even, fuppofing him as cul- 
pable as he appeared, to be- at the time 
in which it -was tranfadted, had many 
circumftances to extenuate the guilt of it, 

VoL. III. C c when 
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■(ihcn plit in comparllbn with the laft 
dreadful cffcdl of hiE refentment 

The fufpicion which he had from the 
firft entertained of Mr Amyatt s depu- 
tation , the date of that gentleman’s de- 
parture from Monghecr, compared with 
that of the attach, of Patna j and the na- 
tural conclufion which hecould not avoid 
drawing from it, that 'Mr Amyatt had 
advifcd'it, might, in' the fudden im- 
pulfedf'hls fury, havc'‘hnrnia him to 
revenge himfelf, in this manndrj on Mr 
Amptt, for an i&on which he put to 
the account of a treachery 'on his part, 
dellgned to be put m execution,' as foon 
as he fhould be out of the 1 Nabob s 
reach Whether this was' the cafe or 
not. It '18 plam, he looked upon 'the 
death of Mr Ainyatt aS the princi- 
pal caufc,, the ' proclaimed 'J motive ’'bf 
our declaring war agairlft=him, ahd*^e- 
very thing that had happened' bfterwards, 
but as a juft and natural confetjuence of 
the war In a word, hc’thoUghtit necd- 
Icfs to juftify himfelf upon any lof the 
blood that was Ipilt after the war was 

begun. 
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begun, and ftudied only to prove tliat 

he did not begin it. 

That we were the firft agglclTors, 
by the aflault of the city of Patna will 
not be difputed. I will not take upon 
me to pronounce how far Mr. Ellis, 
in taking this ill-fated ftep, or the 
Board in authorizing him to do it, were 
to blarney of this every one will judge, 
from the light in which it may diftereiit- 
ly appear to him. My own opinion is, that 
Mr. Ellis’s intention Was, from the be- 
ginning, to break with the Nabob j and 
that the diferetionary pov/ers, which he 
fo earneftly follicited, and fo paffionatc- 
ly complained of being with-held, were 
wanted only as a fanftion for executing 
^.what he had already refolved on : of 
this I repeatedly declared my apprehen- 
fions j and, for that reafon, always re- 
fufed to give my confent to any ordeis 
that put it in the power of Mr. Ellis to 
begin the war, when he fliould think 
proper ; and, in effedt, no fooner Was he 
in poffeffion of fuch an authority, than 

C c z he 
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lie iipmcdiatcly made the ufe of it which 
I had dreaded , 

It will be argued by many, that the 
war jwith the Nabob was unavoidable , 
and,, therefore, that Mr Ellis was m 
tl)e nght to llnke the firft blow, if, by 
fo dojng, he could ftcurc an advantage j 
for, my own part, I do not think we were 
at thatftime fo near to a rupture, , but 
that, It was our power to have avoided it, 
and upon, our own terms, had we been 
in eameft inclined to it i , , - | 

Mr Ami ATT s negotiation had been 
broke off, becaufe the Nobob faw, that 
whatever concellions he might make, 
would be rendered of no cffeiff, by the 
preparations which, Mr Elhs was mak- 
ing tonttack thecity of Patna, and would 
appear only as proceeding from a confn- 
oulnefs of his own weaknefs, he therefore 
diffniffcd Mr Amyatt, and as far as 'wc 
can learn, with all the ufual marks of 
fricndlhip and refpeiff No war was de- 
clared by him, but the laft determina- 
tion upon the fubjeiff of our differences 
left to the Governor and Council j and 

Mr 
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Mr. Hay remained with the Nabob as a 
pledge, for the releafc of fuch of his offi- 
cers as we had made piifoncrs. 

I THINK, that had Mr. Ellis left the 
Nabob any hope of an accommodvition, 
he would have confented to the terms 
which were demanded of him, and fub- 
mitted to all the inconvenicncics they 
would have laid him under, until juftice 
could be done him by the Company. 
This was certainly his intention, when 
he took the trouble to write them fo full 
remonftrance of his grievances j and 
it feems to have been his difpofition fo 
late as the 19th of June, as may be 
judged from his letter -f, and Meffi Amy- 
att and Hay’s J of that 'date, wheie it 
appears that he releafed tlie arms, de- 
lifted from his preliminary demands, and 
confented 'to proceed in the negotiation. 

Possibly’ the advices from Patna had 
given him hopes, tha*. Mr. Ellis might 
refrain from hoftilitieS^ till war or peace 
ffioUld be concluded on between him and 
Mr. Amyatt, or the 'Board. If fuch 

' C c 3 ' ^ was 

i 

* Page 185. f Page 300. f Page 299. 
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was his ex^dlatjop, he was foon unde- 
ceived by Mchdee Allee Cawn s letter*, 
whiclj informed him that Mr Ellis was 
pmparing to attack the city He then 
ordered the boats with arms again to be 
Appped, but fbll ^conlcnted that IVtr 
Amyatt (hould take his leave, and tranf- 
mit him, the final determination of the 

^ ^ J-L * 

!^oard frpm Calcutta ^ ^ 

Those who are fond of, Ibarciiine fpr 

'I I ‘ ' ] 1 fi j Jo ir ® 3 

refined and deep defigns in the moft na- 

rural adtions, mjiy attnbute thefe fri- 

fiuent changes m the l^abob s behavior, 

to a policy formed to blindjMr Amyatt 

and^ gpm t(me j which, however,’ will 

not appear yeiy_ probable,^ ifi wc'TefleiS, 

that the w hole of this tranfaetTon hap- 

pened m the ihort fpacc of two or three 
t 1 111 I* ' o ,nj j -jcl 

■days ‘ 

T 1 r."^' lull 11 .'ir,' 

In uiis fituation Mr Amyatt left the 

Nabob, ivtr Ellis tcard oA it ihe^even- 

r'r ‘ isun 0 .10 

ins ot tlie aath of, June, and the-dame 
‘ I /• ‘ ■' I I 1 1 r 

night furpnzed and took the city 

Eet any impartial perlon now put 

himfelf m the place of Meer Coffim, and 

lay 


Page 309. 
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fay whether he could have legaided this 
affault on the city of Patna, in any other 
light than as an ad of treachery 3 and the 
ftrongeft argument, that all the pacific 
declaiations and proffered tieaties, were 
only artifices to make him a dupe to our 
defigns, and the inflrument of his own 
ruin. 

Alt ho’ I have difclaimed the princi- 
ple of attacking the Nabob firfi:^ becaufe 
it was probable that he might attack us (an 


argument which would equally juftify 
every ad of ennlity, to thofe'whohi we 
have at any ^time injured j) "yet, 1 will 
j fuppofe it allowable to feize fuch ’an ad- 
vantage," if the faiety of our forces at 
' Patna abfolutely depended upon fit. To 
, form a judgment of this neceflity, it will 
be proper to ebnfiderthe force whicli'we 
^had^ at that time at Patna, compared 
with that which major jAdams had under 
his command during ^the war. 

The former, t ' have already men- 
t.^ioned to ednfifi: of 220 European infan- 

, l- ) ' r } ’ 1 

‘t-i. i > f C c 4 ‘ ' try, 

retain, page’ i 6 o. It is tniey IMr 

'Ellis advjfes that 200 feepoys had deferted from the 
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try, non-commiffioned and foldicrs j 27 
ofBccrs, 57 men of the artillery, and 
2500 feepoye, rank and file, befides ofli- 
cers, the moft part of the feepoys the 
oldcft, and the heft difciplincd of any m 
the fervice 

Major Adams had, before the bat- 
tle of Ghcerea, about 800 Europeans, m- 
cluding artillery and cavalry and about 
2200 leepoys, many of which were new 
recruits raifed in Calcutta and the neigh- 
borhood 

The difproportion between the two 
bodies, V lU by no means appear fo great, 
as that of the fervices which they were 
to perform Major Adams had to en- 
counter the Nabob s whole force, already 
fluflicd with fucceft, whereas the detach- 
ment at Patna (which was then generally 
cftcemed, and confcfledly by Mr Ellis 
hiinfelf, |fupcrior to any force that the 

Nabob 

ift to the 5th of June bnt as the beft accounts 
fincc coUeAed of the force which sttacked the aty, 
mates the number of feepoys about 2300, it is pro- 
bable the encouragment of batta, given them by 
Mr EUis, as mentioned m his letter of the 6th of 
June, prevented any turther deferuon 
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Nabob could fend againft it) had no- 
thing to fear but from a part of the Na- 
bob’s troops 5 fince it is not likely, that 
he would have left the whole piovince 
of Bengal expofed to our army, to go 
and attack them at Patna •, and as a proof 
of this, it appears from Mr Arnyatt’s 
letters before he left Mongheer, that 
the Nabob had actually fent forces down 
to Bengal. 

Neither fuppofing itneceffary to at-' 
tack the city of Patna, would the place 
have been made more defenfible by any 
reinforcements that the Nabob might 
have fent into it, fince their numbers 
were fo great already (as Mr. Ellis re- 
peatedly mentions in his letters) that 
any added to them would but have in- 
creafed their confufi'on ; yet' the ' city 
was carried without the lead: difficulty ; 
and ,I believe' it is fufiiciehtly clear, that 
it was not the want of numbers, but of 
orderj that ' ocdafioned our mifcarriage 
afterwards. 

Meer Cossim had not to this time 
fliewn any inftance of a vicious, or a 

violent 
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violent difpofition j he could not be tax- 
ed with any adt of cruelty to his own 
fubjedls, nor treachery to us He had 
fenfe enough to know, that the Englilh 
fnenddup would be his greateft feennty, 
andfito dread their power, if ever they 
lliould come to be his cnemic. As he 
perceived fome of the, Council were dif- 
inclined to him, ihc was the ^ore cau- 
tious to avoid,giving,occalion,of dilpute, 
and as long as ihe , faw , I could fupport 
him againft any, dired infults, he fuf- 
fered many affronts and encroachments 
upon his government with forbearance , 
but when the difputes became more fej- 
nous, and mcafures were taken of fuch 
a nature, as made him ijudge we were 
determined to break wth lum,, fenfible 
of tlic incrcafcd power of ihis eneimcs, 
and difappointcd of the fupport which 
he had been made to exped from the 
Company, he found himfelf neceffitated 
to adl a different part, and at the fame 
time that he endeavored to evade the im- 
pending ftorm, to provide againfl: the ef- 
fefts of It This will eafily be feen in 

the 
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the chanp-e of his behavior after the fam- 

o 

moning of thcgcncial Council ; and to 
this caufe may be afciibcd the too great 
attention he latterly paid to tlie com- 
plaints of his officeis, and his connivance 
at their opprcfiions ; which, whilft his 
complaints ' againd our own agents yet 
remained unrCdrcded, "he could not pit- 
nifli, withoht cxpofing his own wcalc- 
nefs, and forfeiting die'attachmcnt of the 
mod: ufeful of his fubjedts. 

' Thus far his condudt may bear the 
fevered examination ; and as an argu- 
ment that' it was generally appioved by 
his own fubjedts, it is' idmarkable, iha^t 
tvhdn the war broke out between us, id- 
tho' hejwantedJ tJae.coUrage ,to_^face' his 
enemies Jn.'perf6n_, yet his foldiers fought 
for him with; a. bravery and fidelity 1 ai c- 
ly experienced in 'the ,undifciplmed troops 
ofTndodan ; ' nor did an^’ one of his of- 

io- 
oin 
)re- 

paring to the province. This mufi: 
be attributed to their affedlion for him, 

i ' 

unlefs 


ficeis, in the m'ofi: diilant part of his 
r<^yoh from his authority to 
us, till Patna was taken, and he was 
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unlcfswe rather chuletoplace it to the ac- 
count ofitheir contempt for Mcer Jafficr, 
or their refentment of our oppreffions 
' As to the laft wretched aft of Meer 
Coffim s government, altho’ it is farfrom 
myideCgn, and from my nature, to at- 
tempt tOjjuftify his cruelty, yet it is caly 
to account for it (^is forces had been 
fucceffively/ worAed , his country was 
wrefted out of his Jiands j all his hopes 
of a reconciliatidniwerc for ever cut off 
by our new engagements with Meer Jaf- 
fier, and his re-appointment to the fu- 
bahfhip]) He had no way to elude the 
danger which preffed upon him, but to 
fly for Ihelter into the domimons of the 
Nabob Shnja Dowla, where his laft re- 
fourcc was in the cafual fupport, iwhich 
theambitipus vicwsof his proteftor, con- 
cumng with his lafity,' mightifor a few 
days afford him 'but his rum he iknew 
to be irretrievable, and af violent death 
the certain conrequence of ill fuccels 
and loft power A dreadful reverfe of 
fortune ina man, who, but a few months 
before, faw himfelf matter of the ncheft 
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province of Indoftan, and fo fecnrc from 
all appearance of danger at home, as 
even to form the defign of encreafing 
his dominions, by the conqueft of others I 
Fallen as Meer Coffim was to this' 
ftate of defparation, it is no wonder that 
his temper broke all his former reftraints, 
and gave a loofe to that fpirit of revenge, 
fo common among his countrymen, and 
inculcated by their religion and educa-' 
tion. In eftedt, the hoarded refentment of 
all the injuries which he had fuftained in 
continual exertion of patience, during the 
three years of his government, from- this 
time took entire ,pofleffion of his mind, 
now rendered frantic by his -natural ti- 
midity, and the^ frightful -profpedb 'be- 
fore him 5 and drove from thence every 
other principle, till -it had glutted' itfelf 
with the blood of all within his reach^ 
who had either contributed to his mif- 
fortunes, ;’or^ by real of fancied con- 
nedtions with his enemies ' became ob- 
noxious to his revenge. In a word, as the 
influence of thofe who were the Nabob’s 
' ' ' avowed 



35(8 ^ jNarkatjve o/" /■if 

avowed enemies amongft us, had encou- 
Tagedthe contention, whichat length be- 
came univcrfal againft him j his refent- 
mfcnt no longer limited itfelf to particu- 
, lars, but became national j and tbe Eng- 
li£h in general, as well as their adherents, 
were the natural objcifts of it Such 
was the dreadful end of the meafures, 
which a violent'party had profe^iutcd with 
immoveable perfcverancc, from,the£be- 
ginning of Meer, Coffim s gijyemment j 
dthough I h^d, fparcd,no pains to per- 
fuade them, and all the, world, of the 
neceffity of the jneafnres , which jl had 
taken, and .to ,reftorCj unanimity tp|.our 
country, by which the^^tpnqudlity, fit 
hapjily el|lablifhedj woul^ haye^jjbMn 
J preferved, anjl^ thofe effe^s^ prevent^, 
which ,h!^ye| fiijccjjfallcn, with^egu^j|e- 
venty. Wonps/oUj, .p, , J, 

T H E Nalp^^,^ m^manyf of lujjMcp, 
complained of a correljiondence earned 
jon by Mr Ellis, and major Camac, with 
jShuja Dowla, and of a concerted dcCgn, 

I to procure the Kmg s nomination of ano- 
'ther perfon to the fubahdarrec This 

certam- 
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certainly, was ,a fubje^pf very great 'un- 
eafinefs to the, Nabob 5 but however af- 
fured he might be of the reality of fuch 
defigns, he could never produce fuffici- 
pnt proofs to' fatisfy the Board of the 
truth of them, as thofe gentlemen con- 
ftantly denied the charge, affirming it 
to have no ' other ' foundation, than in 
- his difaffedtion ' to the Enghffi, and' his 
feadihefs 'to credit every idle report ' to 
their difadvantage. It has fince appear- 
ed, that 'he had but too much’reafon 
for thefe' cbmplaints, ‘as will be feen in 
the following extracts of two' letters, 
which were received from Shitabroy, and 
' Moihitaz o Dowla,' ’fince the ednclufion 
of the war, when they might thihic there 
' was no longer' any occafion to ' conceal 
' their Tervices, biit rather cnbfe to make 
a merit of them witli both parties^' how 
united agaihil'Meer ’Cofiirh'. ’ 


' j r 


j 5 j 'o ' jc 


I ' ( I I 
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CxtraSl of a Letter from Rajah Slutabroy 
to Major Adams 

" "yj OU arc acquamted with the at- 
i tachment I have long fhewn to 
the Englifli gentlemen, accordingly, you 
have feen with your own eyes the favors 
bellowed on me by colonel Cootej and 
you may remember, that hcuntroduced 
me toiyou at Ghcrettee Moreover, you 
mull have heard from colonel Coote, and 
majoti Camac, of my fcmces m treating 
■with the King Afterwards, when I re- 
tired outof the Patna province, on account 
of theentmty of Meet Mahomed Coffim, 
I went tp the Royal army, where 1 rc- 
miiucd eight moqths with the King, and 
the Yazir, and then the Vizir font me 
along tyith Mharajab BeneeBehadcr, who 
IS Naib-of the provinces, and has autho- 
rity over all the affairs of the empire As 
I was always extremely dclirous of ob- 
taining thfc good will of the Englilh' gen- 
tlemen, I forwardedjll the letters which 
Mr Ellis and-Mr Eufliin^ton fenLto 
the Court, and yeated for them m a pro^' 
per manner , and accordmgly it iS uni- 

veifkUy 
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verfally reported, that all the bufinefs of 
the Englifh Chiefs at the Imperial 

Court is carried on through Shitabroy.” 

/ 

ExfraSi of a Litter from Momtaz o" 
DowlaFerzund Cawn Buxy, to Ma^^ 

, jor Carnac^ Received December 15, 
1763. . ' ^ 

T\yTE Cf^SSIM,notwithfl:and* 
XT JL ing the Imallnefs of his charge/ 
and the Ihort duration of his ' govern- 
ment, is yet greatly in debt to the Royal 
Sircar j his Majefty has long been dif- 
pleafed with _hiin». You feveral times 
reprefented to the Royal prefence the 
Behaviour of Meer Coffim, and your 
earned defire, nor was it unadvifeable 
or difapproved ; and his Majefty’s incli- 
- nations and endeavours are now like wife 
entirely fuitablef ’ 

I Have been accufed^by my enemies, 
of efpoufing, too partially, the caufe of 
the Nabob ^ and my friends have blam- 
ed me as much for exercifing too great 
lenity to the fadtion which oppofed me. 

I think it necelTary to fhew the princi- 
VoL. Ill, D d pies 
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plci 6n which ' I guided tnyfelf towards 
both 1 ’ I ' ' 

The Nabob was fcarccly advanced to 
thcifubahfliip, when the party formed 
itfelffagninft him, and as'they made no 
fecretiiofitheir fentiinents, 'but rather 
induftrioufly pubhthed theni, he had no- 
tice 'of it' almolViaS loon as it was’ form- 
add of the 'nieafureS which 'Were tak- 
en td fupportiit.band overfet him > 
Hr M'as'toldl'thht colonel'Cobte, ma- 
jor Carnac, Mr 'Am'yatt; and Mr 'El- 
lis, had written againft him to' the Com- 
pan) , that they had fivorn together to 
effeilt fhcTeftitutiohofJafficr Allee Cati'n, 
and that Mr Fullerton * had bcch dif- 
patthed to Brigand, to afllil: m the fame 
dclign It \VaS therefore my'buffndfs'to 
endcavof,' by tlfety 'meansi'to'tomiiJcc 
him of nly filtrndlllip arid '’refolUiibn'to 
fitppott lum *in all his jiirf righfF ' aHH m 
this I fo far fucctfaled, as tB'gdlH'hiS' en- 
tire confidence in my attatiiiieillrte him, 
and to preferve an infliicncd ober him, 
as long as he faw, that I had it *in my 
power to befriend him In fuppbrting 

him. 


^ Oac of the furgeons of Culcutta, 
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- iim,. I knew I fupported an eftablifli- 
ment, with which the interefls of .,the 
Company weie fo connected,- that they 
could not be feparated without danger of 
involving both -in ruin; '-'and Iiiknew 
alfo, _that he never could laife- his power 
',to an equality with .olinsj; nor. atterhpt to 
iliakeroff his dependency fon us, with the 

' dead probability of lurcefs*. ‘;Befides, 
do any laws, allow, that every flronger 
po\y;er, may encroach upon the rights of 
, his weaker neighbor, , for fear 1 that, at 
fome. future timCj he fliould become able 
to diipute upon more equaL terms ? .But 
,,the fuppofition of fuch a defgn, in the 
, Jdabob, proceeded only from a confciouf- 
(Uiefs of having done him fuch tnjuries, as 

- rnight naturally move his refentment. In- 
, ^.ftead, therefore,^ of adding ruin to fornier 
^ j ^injuries,^ .'we ought; tp-haye defifted from 

j,our encroacl^ments, , ,and by that eafy 
j^nd Juft- method, , have, ^ cqnfirmed the ' 
,, friend flilp^, between usj g conduct the 
tpore Jndifpenfable, as. we weie bound 
,,to obferye It, by the ftiongeft ties of 
, I public, treaty. . 


D d 2 


To 
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T 0 eftablifli .him, therefore, in the 
full nuthority over his own people, and 
allow him the juft rights of his govern- 
ment! was to make him an ufeful ally in- 
ftead of a burthen to us, which he muft 
be withouti thefe, whilft, bylhcwing a 
fteadt zeal and attachment to hisintc- 
refts, ,wc Ihould iinfure the fame attach- 
ment'm him to ours, and make him a 
faithful one i ' j r - ; 

'This rule I laid down for my icon- 
du<Sl , and as far as it confifted with ithe 
mterefts of the Company to wluch it was 
fubfervient, I invariably pUrfued it, ex- 
cepting where the violence of fadhon 
forced me into meafures, which I could 
not prevent and even then I 'kept the 
fame principle in view, and renew ed it 
when I tould, Svith fafety tto the caufe 
^ hich I w as defendmg , and I have now 
the confcious fatisfadbon (of refiedbng, 
that had the reft of the gentlemehi at 
the head of our affaus, conducted them- 
felvcs by my example, we Ihould, to 
this time, have enjoyed the acquifttions 
derived to us from Meer Coflim s ad- 
vancement 
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vancement to the fubahfliip,'iiTiprovecl by 
all the benefits that a fettled tianquilhty, 
and a douiifhing commerce, could add to 
them j andhavehad every reafon to rejoice 
in our friendfliip and connection' \vith' a 
man, whom we' now iegaid'‘as 'avaga- 
bond, 'a murderer, and the'■^^^orft o'f ty- 
rants, rendered fuch' by the defpaif' to 
which our injuflice has driven him.»' 

Whilst I labored to keep the Nabob 
hrm'to his engagements,- 1 was' no- lefs 
'■follicitous, on the other hand, of intrO- 
ducing a good underftanding amongfl 
ourfelves. « It is ‘true, I neither attempt- 
ed' this by unbecoming follicitationsy nor 
byi'confulting the iperfohal interefts of 
'thofe whom'I'wifhed to fee' of the fame 
i 'opiniort-with- myfelf ; but refling on the 
integrity -of my-' own' heart, ^ I oppofed 
every attack' on the eftablifhment^ -which 
. d had 'been- an ' inftrument im railing, .and 
’ withflood every affault uponiny ovvn'cha- 
- raCterp-with'' temper and 'forbearance ; 
knowing, ^ that 'to-oppofe -tlieir violence 
with 'equal violence, would but accele- 
rate the’riiin of fhe Company’s affairs, 

D d 3 which ' 
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^vlln.hit^vaSTnJ aimtoprevcnt Imayadd, 
thit I am not in 'my own nature inclin- 
ed td ails of feventy,' but ratlicr to look 
upon' tlic errors and paffions of others, 
with' the indulgence winch I Qiould cx- 
pcS to my ov, n , and I yielded the more 
readily to this prin ailing inclinatidn, bt- 
caule I knew, that nothing ) tended 'fo 
furely to the deAruftiOn of any Ante, even 
in tHc ihOA AouriAiilig circumAahccs.^as 
didiGons amongftthofe wKO'fUleil',' fend 
I hoped, that vJhllA I ktpt fuch ii gdard 
upon my own conduit, as to obviate e- 
tery pretence of ednfure againA myfclf,' 
and avoided all difagrecable and perfonal 
altercations, the Game of contention would ' 
go out of itfelf, for want of futl to kedp 
it alive ' ' ' 

Sucn wett my hopes, but I knew not 
the fpirits I had ' to deal with , and T 
found, too late, that the gentlcA 'ufagfr, 
loft all Its elfeit With prejudifces fO'deep- 
ly rooted, and With minds cOrripblltd, 
by mutual ties, to perfevere m the caufe 
in which they were once engaged 
If my opinion be alked, what precau- 
tions 
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I 

tions .are.neceffary to prevent frefli trou- , 
bles, and a renewaLof our, difputes y/itli ' 
the country. government. r I anfwer^ that 
either the rules agreed on, with,.Meer 
Coffim, mull be -adopted, or an- entiie 
flop put tp the .innovations .which , have. ^ 
taken, place hnce the capture, of Cakut-^, 
ta, and. the private, trade. retrained witl>;-, ; 
k ite ancient. bounds.- 
. (The reafou is plain ; great advantages 
accrued from thefe articles. of, ,trade„both . 
to the counti^ merchants who ufed , tp 
carry it on, and to ,the .government by 
the cuftoms, they .drew from it. .Both, 
thefe are now cut off, and the,,adva'PT 
tages in . a manner engroffed by theEng- 
lidi, whO( fay, .they will pay no.cufloms'^ ^ 
and, to fupportthisufurpation, ouragcnts 
and gomaftahs are armed .with an autho- 
rity, independent of, the officers, of the, 
governments ^ , 

If. we reflrain the powepof ouragenta“ 
andigomaftahs, and acquiefce m the Na- 
bob’s officers exercifing their proper au- 
thority, in, deciding difputes v>diere fuch 
dependents of ours are concerned, then 

D d 4 they. 
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they, for the moft part, will abufe their 
authonty, and totally obllru£t that trade. 
Impelled not only by the yealoufy with 
which they regard this innovation of 
ours, and by their own interefts, but by 
the complaints of the country merchants, 
who find themfclvcs excluded, and the 
oppreffions to which this trade is more 
peculiarly liable when under no controul 
The Nabob s nght to this authonty 
in his otvn go\ ernment, cannot m ]ulhce 
he difputed, and the lefs, as our ownju- 
nfdidlion does not extend thither, nor 
have we either judges to determine dif- 
putes in thofe diftant parts, or laws to 
determine them by , yet this right of the 
country government is fiipcrfcded,'" and I 
am afraid, mud be, if it be refolved, that 
the pnvilcges of our private trade extend 
fo far , and it may not be improper to 
remark here, that it was upon this rea- 
fomng, I agreed m the confiiltation of 
the ill: of March, that our agents and 
gomaftahs Ihould not be fubjed to the 
afhial controul of the country govern- 
ment, after having alTurcd the Nabob 

in 
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In tlie regulations that they flaould ; for 
the Council having refolved, that they 
would infifton a free trade in all articles, 
and to all places, there was no way of 
preferving it, but by fuperfeding that 
right of the Nabob’s government. 

The violences with ^which the Na- 
bob’s officers exercifed their authority, 
the inftant it was put into their hands, 
and the encouragement which the Nabob 
had given to it, made me lefs attentive 
to the natural rights of juft ice in this 
cafe, where I faw plainly, that on either 
fide there would be great oppreffions ; 
and I lefs dreaded the effedls of any com - 
plaints -which the Nabob might make, 
than the dangerous confequences which 
they would ■ produce, if we ouifelves 
were the fufferers. 

' The prefent Nabob Meer Jaffier, is- 
no -lefs.>clamorous upon thefe fubjeds; 
than Meer Coffim was 3 and I am plain- 
ly of opinion, 'that upon the prefent fyf- 
temjmo friendfbip can be prefer ved with 
any Nabob."' The two governments clafh 
too ffeg^uently to ftand upon a fiiendly 

footing ^ 
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footing, and therefore,ifit is n 
right to cftablith the regulatio 
ftriftions before-mentioned, 
highcft degree of abfurditj', 
the national faith to a treaty, 
IS not poflible fliould fubfif 
bind ourfelvcs to fupport the 
the authority o\ er his. count 
wCjdenyjlnm the cxercife of f 
nty'fbr the proteflion of his 
jeds, at the lame time too,'ithi 
feffcdly want the poi\ er (o pti 
ourfelics 

It has been aflerted by hi 
flonc and Hay m fome of thci 
and I belies e by other memb 
Board, that the oppreffions c 
maftahs, lb frequently compla 
the Nabob, bad n6 exificnct 
inconteftiblc proof that fuch 
aflaially do exift, it ‘may not I 
per to fubjom fonie extrafis o 
have received on the fubjedl a 
times, from the chiefs of the 
natc fadories i 

Thr 15 an RYtra/l- r\ 
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from Mr. Cartier, chief at Dacca, dated’ 
die 8th of November, 1761, in anfwer 
to one I wrote him a few days before, 
to forbid die life of force in trade, and 
particularly the piadicc of obliging die 
inhabitants to purchafe tobacco, whether 
they wanted it or not, and at an exorbi- ' 
tant advanced price. This extiadi: will 
ferve -at once to diew 'the countenance 
which thefe oppreffions have met with ' ' 
and die impoffibility of can7ing on the ’ 
inland trade without the life of force 
which muft be produdive of oppreffions; 
unlefs we would reconcile it to the coun- 
try, government, by paying duties likCT 
other merchants) 


Extrap of a LeUerJvm M?;. Cai tier to 
ife Govemof,_yBated,lt^py,i 8, .1761. 

" 'A Freedom of trade! is tod deli- 
' rablc' Dot: to-be w’lffied for, but 
ifficult to 'te' -edabliffied. ’'While the 
country>governme’nt' are interefted to af- 
ift-thofe that^pay a duty on 'importation' 
they will fecretly ufe meth6ds to prel 
vent the fale of our goods, if left to lieir 


/ 
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foil liberty or was I tb undertake to ^ 
fell belotv the commoa run of the mar- 
ket, the pykars and merchants would be 
intimidated from tradmg with me, un- 
lefe permitted to do fo j nor is it proba- 
ble they would, when it is fo oppolite to 
the intereft of the people in the govern- 
ment fo that an undue and ruinous in- 
fluence muft be citerted on orte'lidc, and 
nb'thing left to ojppofe it^ i j i ii 

'ExtraB of a Letter from ^ Mr 'George 
Gray, Chief at Malda, to the Governor 
Dated January 7, 1764 

OINCE my amval hert, I have 
'J had an opportunity of feemg the 
•villainous praftices ufed by the Calcut- 
ta gomaftahs m carrying on their bi^- 
nefs The government have ctrt^Iy 
too much , reafon to complam of, their 
want ofmnuencc in their country, which 
IS tom to pieces by a^lct^pf|rafcals, ^who 
m Cdcutta walk , about jin rags, but 
when they are fent out on gomaftahlhips, 
lord It oyer the country, impnfonlng the 
reiats and merchants, and writing and 

talking 
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talking in the mq{t infolent, domineering 
manner to the fougedars and officers.” 


^xtra6i of a Letter f7'oi7i Mr. Senior, 
Chief at Coffimbuzar, to the Gover7ior. ' 
Dated Moachi 2^9 17 ^ 4 - 

JT would, amaze you, the number of 
complaints that daily come before 
me, of the extravagances corpmitted by 
our agents and gomaftahs, all , over the 
country ; but by puniihing fome of the 
immediate 1 fervants of the factory, and 
difmiffing others, I hope in time to bring 
things on a proper footing.” 


r' • 

, I COULD -produce many other proofs 
from the' Company’s records, of the rea- 
lity of the opprMons' the country peo- 
ple fufter from the Engliffi ' agents and 
gomaftahs, employed in the inland trade ; 
but I believe this is a point that will be 
now no longer difputed. ' 

The Nabob Meer^Jaffibn complains 
of it as much fihce his re-eftabli£hment, 
as he did ih his firffc adminiftration. In 

; ' “N f < J 

ihort, he repeatedly declared to the Go- 


vernor 


/ 
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I vernor and Council, after his return to 
Calcutta 10,1764., that it was impoffible 
for his government to fubfift upon fuch 
a, footing, and earneftly prclfcd for the 
,, entire abphtion of it, notwithftanding 
[ the iconfent he was obhgcd to give, in 
his treaty, of July 1763 The Connal 
wa 5 ,fo 5 fenQbI= of therjufticc of thcNa- 
, jbpb Kiremonftrances, that! we rcfolved to 
put an end to thefc innovations, and give 
up the mland trade entirelyj irefcrving 
4Dnly the indulgence ofufcndingifalt and 
heetle-nut to Patna and Coffimbuzar, 
and this to, be confined toithe faSones, 
and not permitted to be difperfed about 
the country European agents were, for- 
bid to refide in , the country, , and the 
moft pofltive orders font to the Chitta- 
gon^.^^acca, and Luckvpoor faftoncs, 
to relinquiQi the fait works iey^had fet 
up in prejudice of the liountry merchants, 
an ai 3 : of jufticc which' all w orld 
ntSw agreed m, iiltho' maH^ o^ tte rnem- 
bers of the Board comjila’ined of it, as a 
gnevous detra&on^from their 'rights, 
when I ptomifed the farheto Meer Cof- 

lim. 
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fim, in my letter of icgulations“‘. If 
the fame confidcration had been had for 
his rights, which is no\v had for thofe 
of Meer JafRer, and without which no 
friendflrip can poffibly fubfifl between 
the two governments, I am perfuaded 
he would have proved a faithful ally.' 

As foon as the war with 'Meer Cof- 
' fim. was ended; and the Nabob Meer 
Jaffier in full poffeffion of his govern- 
_ ment, I thought myfelf now at liberty to 
leave the country, which I had before 
declared my refolution of doing, 'when 
there fliould be no longer any public call 
.upon me for my Hay, I accordingly ac- 
- quainted the Board 'with my intention, 
" in the following letter. 

Copy of the Governor s Letter to the Gen- 
tle?nen of the Council, Fort William, 
December ig, 176?. 

1 1 i ' . 1 I 

Gentlemen, > , 

unexpedted and unfortunate 
„ , events, with which the war with 

j 

the late Nabob began, and which fpread 

an alarm, that in fome meafure afFe(fled 

the 


* Page Z70, Vol, II, 
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the fcttlement itfclf, occafioned my al- 
tering my intention of gomg to Europe 
Infl - September j but our army being 
now mailers of the whole province, and 
hofblities at an end, I think my Em- 
ployers cannot difapprovc of my profe- 
cuting that intention this feafonj and 
that my friends and family might blame 
me, if I jemamed longer without urgent 
reafons, in a climate which has been 
found to affeS; me fo frequently with 
dangerous diforders It is my intention, 
therefore, to take my leave of yon the 
beginning of next month, and to pro- 
ceed with commodore Tinker to Madras, 
where I fliall embark immediately on 
board his Majefty sfliip Panther for Eng- 
land 

I THINK, it my duty to acquaint yon 
at the lame timi, ivith What obferva- 
tiont occur to nie on the prefent Hate 
of the country Meer Jaffier being a- 
gain in pofleffion of the government, it 
IS my wifli he lliould be fupported in it 
as long as he lives This was alfo my 
wifli before, but I found it impoffiblcj 

and 
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and now again, if fomc timely precau- 
tions are not taken. I am appreheniivc 
that you may foon find youirdvcs under 
the fame diiiiculticvS. The Nabob’s in-; 
capacity for budnefs is univci Tally ac-\ 
knowledgcd j he fliould cndLa\or to 
make up for that deficiency, by appoint- 
ing men of experience and chaiadler to 
manage the different branches ; but he 
Teems rathei to incline to thiow himfelf 
into the hands of thofc who fatter his 
wcaknefs, and take advantage of it. We 
are affured that Nundcoomai has, at this 
time, the entiie difpofal of the Nabob’s 
Will, and of all the afiairs of the pi o- 
vinces, of which the confequence will be, ^ 
that we fliall continually be amufed and'-’ 
perplexed with his arts and intrigues.! 
W e fiiall be told of the fehemes of the 
King, and theMorattas, and all the chiefs 
of the empire, and what weight and in- 
tereft he has with them. We (Itall be 
obliged to keep a large army conflantly^ 
in the field, to guard the province againft | 
defigns which never exiffed, by which ; 
our military expences will abfoib the', 
VoL. Ill, E e mod 
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moft part of our revenues, and the Na- 
bob will be lid into an extravagant dif- 
fipation 6f his rtioney to foreign powers, 
to indulge the •pnde of his minifter, 
and at length being unable to fulfil his 
engagements, and pay his own troops, 
TViU fall again to rum 
This danger fliould be provided againft 
as foon as an opportunity offers , ' of ad- 
vifing with thi Nabob ih fuch manner, 
as not' to excite his jtalonfy ot fear , and 
the fame opportunity fhonld alfo be taken 
of fettling the filcceffion, that there may 
be nd confufidn in cafe of his demifc, as 
from his ad\ aheed age fuch an tvent ihay 
Mvi ays be apprehended 

Sensible 

There It before the lioar^ 3 ftrikjng inlbuicb 
bf Is bndcdomil 3 ihtriguSrig difpoCoon. ThcViiy 
firtnetten’i'hidi camcfremi ihi Vizir ind tu prin- 
cipal officers, ore filled Wfth nothing but the jinufea 
dV Nundcoomar Hit trtlci and^ fcii |uc received 
before the Nabob^B own and before any aifuranecs 
ate given the Nabob that he will have the funnudt 
for the provinces, he it told, that' he ihait give 
Nundcootnarfuch find fuch particular cmplfi)'mcnts, 
the moft honorable and valoable belonging to the 
government j and which the Nabob, at his depar- 
hirc from Calcutta, promifcd to Roydoolub 
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Sensible as I am of the necefiity of 
guarding againft thcfc dangcis, it is with 
reludlance I mention them, lefl it fliould 
be fuggcfted, that I would promote any 
mcafures difagiccablc to the Nabob ; 
but as my duty to the Company lias al- 
ways had more weight with me than- any 
other confideration, fo it is that only, 
which, on this occafion, didlates to me. 

By fome of the Nabob’s letleis, you 
have feen already with libw much unca- 
fmefs he exprefles himfelf upon the leaft 
complaint of the agents, or gomaftahs, of 
oui fubordinatefa6:ories,interfciing with 
his officers in any part of thecountiy. Our 
influence is fuch, that it will, for the 
rnoft part, over-rule the Nabob’s , fo that 
any dependent of ours may abufc that 
influence with impunity, if the gieateft 
care is not taken 5 and, on all fuch oc- 
caflons, the complaints that are made 
are attendedwith invidious exaggerations, 
in order to excite as much pofliblc the 
jealoufy of the goveinment. In ffioit, 
our authority has extended itfelf fo vciy 
neartheNabob’s, that thcyaie fiequcntly 
. E e 2 claffiiii's 
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ckfhing, and without a very Heady and 
moderate condadl on both fides, they 
cannot fubfift upon their prefent footing, 
nor a fhenddup be mamtained with this 
Nabob, or any other 

To put an end to this precanous and 
fiuftuatmg Hate, it is likely the Com- 
pany will refohe on an entire change of 
fyftem, and cither draw their own con- 
Heftions with the country government 
into narrower limits, and reduce the pri- 
vate trade to the footing it tvas on before 
the capture of Calcutta, or clfe extend 
them further, and render the country 
government fiilly and confefledly depen- 
dent on theirs But It will require your 
greateft care, gentlemen, to keep the 
fcale even, until the orders of the Com- 


pany can arrive, and to prevent a repeti- 
tion of thofc tragical events, of which 
we have lately been the uiAaj^y vnt- 
nefles 


In anfwer to'this I received the fol- 
lowing letter from the’ Board 


Co/y 
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Copy of a Letter from the Gentlemen of 
the Council to the Governor. Dated 
December 19, 1763. 


SIR, 

«« letter which you laid before 

A us at the Board this morning, 
having niet with our ferious cbhfidera- 
tion, we beg leave to offer you our fen- 
timents thereon. ' - 

Though the war againft Coffini Alice 
Cawn is near brought to a con'clufion,'ahd 
we have, a profpedt of the ’country be- 
ing Ihortly reftored to its former tran- 
quillity, yet it will be a work ‘ ’of great 
difhculty to eftablith meafures for reV- 
dering that tranquillity perfedl and fe- 
cure' j and many refolutibns will be found 
necedary to be takeii, to prevent, if pof- 
fible, the country arid Company’s trade 
from being again expofed to’ the hazard 
and defolation of -war 5 thofe which you 
have yourfelf inftanced, are fuch as tend 
very e^entially to this purpofe^ and will 
require the greateft fteadinefs and atteii- 
tioUi to bring them to an happy iffue. 
From a convidtion therefore. Sir, of the 

\ 

material fervice you can be of, in for- 
E e 3 warding 
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warding fo falutary a work, and where- 
in the well-being of the Company is fo 
immediately concerned, we cannot but 
unaniraoufly join in requefting, that you 
will poftponc your intention of return- 
ing to Europe this fcafon, and that you 
will continue in the Prelidency of this 
fcttlement, until we lhall have the honor 
to receive the Company s orden,in regard 
to the future management of their affsura 
in thefe provinces We are, with much 
clleem, SIR, 

Your iholl obedient 
Humble Servants, 

Wilham Billers, 
John Camac, 
Warren Haftmgs, 
Randolph MamOtt, 
Hugh Watts, 

A W Senior, 

John Burdett ’ 

Upon this rcprefentation of the 
Couned, I could not refufe to defer my 
departure. 
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departure, and accordingly replied to 
their letter m the following terms. 

Copy of a Letter from the Governoi^ to'the 
Gentlemen of the Council. ‘Dated De- 
cember 22, 1763. ' ' ; 

“ T Have received the honor of your 
letter of the 19th, in which you 
are pleafed to exprefs your opinion, that 
my remaining in the government at this 
time is effential to the Cpmpany’s fervicc. 
As I think it iny duty to prefer that 
conMeration before all others, I have, in 
confequence of your reprefentation, de- 
termined to ftay till rtext feafon. I fliall 
lj9pe, from your affiftance, fuch relief as 
any uncertain flate pf health may require, 
and am happy in the convidtion, that we 
^Ihall carry on 4)^ ,our bulinefs with a per- 
fe,(ft unanimity.” 

I SHoun© not have introduced a cir- 
cnmftance of fo little confequence, and 
merely perfon^ as this is, but that the 
reader n^ight have expedted fuch an ex- 
planation of the motives of my continu- 


ance 
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ancc in the chair, or poffibly have attri- 
buted It to caprice, after my having, in 
fo formal a manner, declared, and re- 
peated my rcfolution, to hold it no longer 
than whdtl: the war lafted It remain* 
now to fay fomething of the Memorial 
itlclf 

The plan upon which it is formed 
may be objcdled to, as attended with too 
much prolixity, and fomctimes perhaps 
with a confulion of circumllances, and 
want of conncftion, owing to the fre- 
quent, and, m fome places, a ery long 
quotations from the records of the go- 
vernment But I fliould rather hear it 
taxed wath this inconvenience, than re- 
proached with want of candor, as would 
have been the cafe, bad I made the quo- 
tations partially, inlcrting thofc opinions 
which might fupport my arguments, and 
omitting what was urged on the other 
fide of the quellion, of which I have been 
the more cautious, as fome of the prin- 
cipal gentlemen, who differed from me, 
have themfclves fallen in thefc unhappy 
troubles 
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I Have likcwifc endeavored to avoid 
in the exprcfiion all pafTionatc or indecent 
terms ; in fliort, my view has been to 
flicw the uprightnefs of my own inten- 
tions, with as little reproach as poflibic 
to others and, in this light, I hope it 
v/ill be accepted by the world. 


Tnn END. 




